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1A Club for Life

The start of this season heralds the staging 
of the Rugby World Cup in Japan and I know 
you join with me in wishing every success 
to coach, Joe Schmidt, and his management 
team, together with the Ireland playing 
squad.   

This Rugby World Cup year creates a very 
busy season, taking account of Ireland’s 
women 15s team; the under 20s; men’s 
and women’s sectors; the fortunes of our 
provincial clubs in the Guinness Pro14 
and Heineken Champions Cup and also 
the myriad club, women’s, third level and 
schools competitions through the grass 
roots landscapes. 

While, by its nature, the professional game 
takes precedence on the International 
stage, the welfare of the domestic amateur 
game is of paramount importance to me 
and to the IRFU.  

Having been chairman of the AIL and Third 
Level, I am acutely aware of the position 
of clubs and I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the committed and critical 
role being played by our huge number of 
volunteers, who make it all happen.   

I greatly welcome the IRFU’s signing of a 
five year partnership with Energia, which 
sees the electricity and gas supply company 
become the official energy partner to Irish 
rugby and also title sponsor of both the 
men’s and women’s All Ireland League 
competitions. 

This year is the 30th anniversary of the 
AIL and the support being demonstrated 
by Energia is timely. It will, hopefully, give 
a lift to all clubs in the AIL, both men and 
women. 

I appreciate the struggles of some clubs 
at all levels and hope this season 2019-
20 will be a special one.  I wish your club, 
its members, volunteers, players and 
supporters every success and enjoyment  
for the rugby year.  

Nicky Comyn 
President 
Irish Rugby Football Union
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On my own behalf and on behalf of the IRFU, I extend my best 
wishes to Old Wesley RFC for the 2019-20 season and hope it is 
a successful one.
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As President of Leinster Rugby and a proud member of Old 
Wesley RFC, I am deeply honoured to write this message for the 
club yearbook.
If I could start by extending my congratulations 
to Adrian Hawe on his appointment as 
President. Adrian has been a wonderful 
servant to the club, both on and off the pitch 
for many years. I would like to wish him, 
along with John Lowry, the newly appointed 
club Chairman, every success for the season 
ahead.

Last season proved to be one of the most 
successful ever in the club’s long history. All 
of the adult teams played in finals of Leinster 
club competitions and seven trophies were 
lifted. The senior team, under the captaincy of 
Paul Harte and head coach Morgan Lennon, 
came up just short of winning promotion to 
Division 1A of the All-Ireland League, losing in 
a playoff final to a strong UCC side. They were, 
however, successful in the Leinster League 
Division 2 beating Greystones in the final, 
earlier in the season.

I am sure promotion to Division 1A will again 
be very much the focus of the first team 
squad under new captain Iain McGann, and 
I would like to wish Iain, along with Morgan 
and his coaching team and management every 
success for this season’s campaign. The club 
enjoyed unprecedented success at junior and 
under 20 level, with, I am sure, the various 

achievements well documented elsewhere 
in this publication. This is down to a lot of 
dedicated hard work and organisation carried 
out by many in the club. Congratulations to all 
involved, the Rugby Committee, the Coaches, 
Managers and Kit men, it is your time and 
efforts that help to reap the rewards.

The commitment shown by you has also 
helped to attract and increase playing 
numbers at all levels in the club and long may 
this continue, and I wish you all every success 
for this season.

The mini and youths section plays a vital role 
in the growth and the development of the club 
and remains vibrant due to a huge input by all 
involved year on year. Each season sees more 
players making it on our senior teams that 
have come through the club underage system.  

To all players in the club, you are what the 
club is about. My congratulations to you on 
the success of last season. I would like to 
wish you well in the various league and cup 
campaigns over the coming months. With the 
coaching structures that are in place, and if 
you keep up the hard work on the training 
ground, more trophies and medals will come 
your way.  
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Enjoy playing the game for as long as you can, 
but when you do retire, for whatever reason, I 
would appeal to you to stay involved with the 
club, be it socially or by volunteering in some 
form. You will continue to enjoy the fun, spirit 
and camaraderie that you had when playing.

Finally, when your playing days are over, why 
not consider representing your club by taking 
up the whistle. The Leinster Branch need 
more referees to facilitate the forever growing 
number of matches throughout the Province. 
The Referees Association would be delighted 
to hear from you and provide training and 
mentoring to those interested.

I would like to wish the club Executive 
Committee well for the season ahead. Running 
a rugby club nowadays is akin to running a 
business and I know the hard work that goes 
into keeping Old Wesley financially viable 
and functioning efficiently. There are many 
members who play a role behind the scenes 
outside of rugby in helping to keep the club 
operating smoothly.

From fund-raising, to utilising and running the 
excellent new clubhouse, to the production of 
this superb programme, plus so much more, 
this just does not happen without the efforts 
of those members who volunteer. To you all, 
keep up the good work.

It is a humbling privilege for me to represent 
Old Wesley as the President of Leinster Rugby. 
I follow in a line of six previous members to 
hold this honour. I will aim to represent my 
club to the very best of my ability and uphold 
the high esteem and

regard that the club is held in throughout the 
province. I would like to thank everyone for 
your support and best wishes over the last 
number of seasons.

This being a World Cup year, the season 
ahead will be challenging for Leo Cullen 
and his squad as Leinster strive to retain 
the Guinness PRO14 league and regain the 
Heineken Champions Cup and chase that fifth 
star on the blue jersey. I know you will join me 
in wishing them well for both competitions. 
I hope to see many Old Wesley members 
supporting the team be it in Energia Park, the 
RDS Arena, the Aviva Stadium and beyond.

Indeed, various Leinster representative teams 
will feature in Energia Park during the course 
of the season, so why not attend on occasions 
and take the opportunity to support your club. 
The view from the balcony is second to none!

I will take great pride in entertaining guests of 
Leinster Rugby in my club during my year of 
office and availing of the excellent hospitality 
from Michael Weafer and his staff, coupled 
with the warm welcome that is always offered 
by you, the members, to visitors to our club. 
I hope to get to the occasional club game 
whenever possible to meet up with my fellow 
members, and I would like to wish all in Old 
Wesley an enjoyable and rewarding season.

“FROM THE GROUND UP”

Yours in rugby,

Robert Deacon
President 
Leinster Rugby

Leinster Presentation photo 
by Rob to Old Wesley players

Robert Deacon presents the 
Leinster League Division 2 Trophy 

to Captain Paul Harte
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We at Energia are extremely proud to have 
further strengthened our commitment to 
Irish rugby by becoming the Official Energy 
Partner to the Irish Rugby Football Union 
(IRFU) and title sponsor of the Energia 
All-Ireland Leagues (AIL). Through our 
five-year partnership, we are committed to 
supporting rugby at all levels through the 
teams, clubs and competitions the breadth 
of the nation. 

Energia understands the value of the 
AIL and the importance of fostering 
and nurturing Irish rugby clubs so that 
collectively we can continue to build world-
class international teams. We look forward 
to working closely with the IRFU over the 
coming years to help facilitate the future 
development of rugby in communities up 
and down the country through our new 
campaign #PositiveEnergy. 

Through the #PositiveEnergy campaign, we 
will be offering tools and supports to help 
Irish rugby clubs reach their sustainability 
goals. For so many players and fans, the 
journey and passion begins at their local 
club and Energia wants to ensure the future 
of these clubs. 

If we can help them to become sustainable, 
the clubs can re-invest in grassroots, 
ultimately developing the next generation 
of players, coaches and volunteers.  

This is an exciting time for Energia.  We are 
passionate about investing positive energy 
in rugby, from grassroots level with the 
Energia All-Ireland Leagues, to provincial 
level as the Official Energy Partner of 
Leinster Rugby and our stadium at Energia 
Park, all the way to the highest level of the 
Irish Men’s and Women’s teams.

On behalf of Energia, I would like to wish all 
club and international teams the very best 
of luck for the upcoming season. 

Gary Ryan
Managing Director 
Energia Customer Solutions
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It is a great honour and privilege to be elected 
President of Old Wesley for 2019/20.

On behalf of the members I would like to extend 
a warm welcome to all of our visitors, sponsors 
and match officials to Donnybrook and I hope 
you will all enjoy the hospitality that Old Wesley 
is renowned for.  I can assure you that you will be 
well looked after by our Club Manager Michael 
Weafer and his team.

2018/19 was a hugely successful year on the pitch 
with our 1stXV winning Leinster Senior League Div 
2 and finishing 2nd in AIL 1B and losing to UCC in 
a playoff for promotion to 1A. Our 2nd XV finished 
second in Metro League 1 and narrowly lost both 
the League Final and Metro Final to Lansdowne.  
Our 3rd XV won the double, Metro League 2 and 
the O’Connell Cup. Our 4th XV won the Moran 
Cup and the 5th XV won Metro League 6.  

Our U20 XV won Premiership League 2 going 
through the league season unbeaten and lost 
in the Purcell Cup Final. We were also voted 
Leinster Rugby Referees’ Club of the Year for a 
2nd year in a row.  We have a very active Touch 
Rugby section who have won competitions 
domestically and abroad.  Ballycorus is a busy 
place on a Sunday morning where our mini and 
youth teams train. Thanks to Patricia Parfrey and 
all of the parents, coaches and managers who 
give so willingly of their time. 

Congratulations to Robert Deacon on being 
elected President of Leinster Rugby. We wish him 
all the very best for his term in office.
I would like to wish our Club Captain Iain 

McGann, the senior squad and all of the 
coaches and managers, led by Head Coach 
Morgan Lennon, the very best in their quest for 
promotion to 1A.  I would also like to wish our 
Metro, U20, Touch, Mini and Youth teams and 
their coaches and managers a very successful 
season.

Rugby clubs simply wouldn’t function without the 
support of sponsors.  In particular, I would like to 
thank our main sponsors Savills and their CEO 
Angus Potterton for their continued support. To 
Dave Jermyn and Arachas for their continued 
loyal support and to all our sponsors - your 
support is greatly appreciated.  Thank you to 
Alan Chapman, for once again creating another 
excellent programme and to all of the advertisers 
who continue to support us. Please support them 
as best you can.

I would like to offer a special word of thanks 
to all of our volunteers. Your dedication and 
commitment is much appreciated and I would 
encourage and ask you all to get involved in any 
way you can. #Club for Life

I look forward to seeing you all in Donnybrook 
during the season.

Adrian Hawe
President 2019-2020
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club
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McGann

It is with great pride that I accept the privilege of being Old Wesley Club Captain 
for the 2019/20 season. Having joined the club at mini-rugby level, it’s an honour 
to be considered for the position of Club Captain, and one I accept with great pride. 
Taking over from the likes of Alan Large, Darren Horan & Paul Harte, who have done 
incredible jobs as captain over the past number of years, only adds to this honour.

I would like to start by welcoming all coaches, 
players, supporters and visiting teams to 
Donnybrook for what is sure to be another 
exciting game - I hope you all enjoy your day and 
it would be great to see you up in the bar after the 
game. Last season, following a second place finish 
in the league, and an extremely hard-fought semi-
final win, we found ourselves one game away from 
promotion to Division 1A, unfortunately coming 
up short against a strong UCC outfit in the playoff 
final. Over the past couple of seasons, there has 
been significant player turnover in the squad, due 
to retirement, travel and relocation, as well as a 
number of new additions. 

However, during the second half of last season 
we felt we finally clicked as a team, and we will 
be hoping to begin this season with the same 
form that we finished last season. It was a similar 
theme for the J1s, with tight losses in the League 
and Cup Finals to a strong Lansdowne team, 
finishing within one score on both occasions. 

Having now had a couple of seasons together, 
we are confident that with a few additions to the 
squad over the summer months, and another 
pre-season together, both teams will be able to 
make that final step and bring some silverware to 
Donnybrook at the back-end of next season. 
I’d like to send a special thank you to all the 
supporters who backed us all year, particularly 
those who followed us up and down the country – 

your support is greatly appreciated, and certainly 
doesn’t go unnoticed within the squad. It was 
incredible to see so many family members, friends 
and supporters make the trip to Cork for the 
playoff final against UCC, and we are excited to 
see you all in Donnybrook again this season.  

To all our club sponsors, particularly Savills, 
I would like to thank you for your continued 
support which allows the club to function 
effectively day-to-day, from minis all the way up 
to the senior squad. 

I would like to wish all players, coaches, managers 
and volunteers from minis right up to senior level, 
all the best for the upcoming season. I’m hopeful 
that we will have plenty of success to celebrate 
throughout the club.

I wish to extend our thanks to last year’s Club 
President, Willie Campbell, for the dedication 
and commitment he showed throughout the 
season to all teams – I’m sure he’s enjoying 
some much needed down time following his very 
hectic schedule! Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate incoming President, 
Adrian Hawe, on his appointment and wish him a 
successful season. 

Iain McGann
Captain
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club
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Savills is delighted to continue its support of 
Old Wesley R.F.C for another campaign.
Having come agonisingly close to securing 
promotion to Division 1A last year, I am 
confident that this squad will go all the way, 
and I look forward to celebrating success at 
the end of the 2019 / 2020 season.

At Savills, people are our most important 
asset, and I believe the same applies to 
this great club. The players, coaches, 
groundskeepers, bar staff and office staff – 
amongst others – all have a part to play in 
achieving success this season. 

With the quality of people in these roles, 
the members and supporters of Old Wesley 
R.F.C. have every reason to be confident. 

There will of course be challenges along the 
way, but I am sure they will be met with the 
spirit of determination and commitment 
long associated with the club.

I wish all the teams – from the firsts to the 
fifths – the very best of luck for the 2019 / 
2020 season.

Savills is with you all the way.

Angus Potterton
Managing Director
Savills Ireland
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The IRFU rugby pathway is called from 6 to Six 
Nations but here in Old Wesley we go one step 
further and have created a ‘Club for Life’. It all 
starts for us with our mini and youth programme 
which continues to thrive. It is our grass pitches in 
Ballycorus that is the spiritual home of our mini 
rugby players under the leadership of Patricia 
Parfrey, but our young members also have the 
privilege and thrill of playing in Donnybrook on a 
regular basis on Sunday mornings when hosting 
other clubs. 

We have over 200 children playing rugby every 
Sunday morning. All our qualified and Garda 
vetted coaches are Family Members and usually 
parents who give their time on a voluntary basis. 
We thank them all for their time and commitment. 
The mini and youth programme is a key 
component of our long term strategy and Andrew 
Bowers and David Foulds have been tasked with 
driving this agenda forward. As our rugby nursery, 
many of today’s boys and girls will hopefully 
continue through to play U20’s before moving on 
to play Senior and Junior Rugby for the club. We 
were particularly proud to see some of our mini/
youth rugby graduates, including Andrew Porter 
and Ryan Baird, now playing professionally with 
Leinster and Ireland.  By instilling a love of the 
sport and a passion for the club at an early age, 
our aim is to make Old Wesley ‘A Club for Life’ for 
these young players and their families. 

For the 2019/20 season Old Wesley will compete 
at Senior Level in AIB League Division 1B, and at 
Junior Level in Metro 1,2,4 & 5 and at U20 in the JP 
Fanagan league. Such is the level we now compete 
at, we are considering entering a 6th team in 
Metro 8 or 9 as a social rugby side. David Jermyn, 
as Chairman of Rugby, has the best and hardest 
job in the club to keep this success going and 
managing the wide and varied aspects of the role. 
Thank you Dave for your tireless enthusiasm.

We are actively pursuing both a strong desire 
and demand to establish a women’s team in Old 
Wesley and hopefully this will come to fruition in 
the future.

Junior Rugby continues to grow from strength to 
strength under the stewardship of Stuart Kinlan, 
winning no less than 19 trophies across the club in 
the last 5 seasons. We are one of the few clubs in 
Leinster fielding 5 adult teams plus an U20s side, 
a sign of the overall health of the club. 

The Junior Rugby players, coaches and managers 
are the heart and soul of the club and we will 
seek to build on the success to date. Nigel Poff, 
as Junior Deputy President, was ever present at 
training and matches and ensuring the junior 
teams got the recognition they deserve.
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A warm welcome to my fellow members and especially to all our visitors to Donnybrook 
this afternoon to Old Wesley RFC, the finest club rugby grounds and facilities in Ireland. 
Our fabulous clubhouse looks out onto two state of the art artificial pitches that allow 
rugby to be played day and night regardless of the weather. My Chairman’s report will 
review the season past and highlight the future plans for the club.



16A Club for Life

Dublin’s One Stop  
Motoring Shop

spiritmotorgroup.ie

Spirit Spirit

Spirit

Spirit

Premium

Spirit
Burton

Spirit

SPIRIT TRANSIT CENTRE

TRANSIT CENTRE
SPIRIT 

Foster

Spirit
Authorised VW  
Service Centre

Dublin’s One Stop 
Motoring Shop

spiritmotorgroup.ie

Spirit Spirit

Spirit

Spirit

Premium

Spirit
Burton

Spirit

SPIRIT 

TRANSIT CENTRE

TRANSIT CENTRE
SPIRIT 

Foster

Spirit
Authorised VW 
Service Centre

Dublin’s One Stop 
Motoring Shop

spiritmotorgroup.ie

Spirit Spirit

Spirit

Spirit

Premium

Spirit
Burton

Spirit

SPIRIT 

TRANSIT CENTRE

TRANSIT CENTRE
SPIRIT 

Foster

Spirit
Authorised VW 
Service Centre



1717A Club for Life

Last season 2018/19, the 3rd XV won the Metro 
League Division 2 and the O’Connell Cup. 
When considering they play against many AIL 
clubs 2nds, this is a remarkable achievement. 
Old Wesley 3rds became the first team since 
Leinster rugby revamped the leagues that cannot 
gain promotion as our 2nds already play in 
Metro 1. A fantastic achievement for this team 
doing the double. They were coached and 
managed by Brian Hastings, Marc Warburton, 
Jamie McConnell and Stuart Kinlan. Tennant 
McConnell ran the line and Geoff Dand and 
Paddy Davis captained the side.

The 4th XV played in Metro League Division 4, 
finishing 2nd in the league which has a number of 
clubs 3rds sides and Malahide 2nds. In the Moran 
Cup, victories over Monkstown, Wanderers 
and Garda secured a place in the final against 
Greystones 3rds who had just won the Metro 5 
league. The best performance of the season saw 
a 32-7 victory and celebrations long into the 
night. The team was coached and managed by 
Paul McClatchie, Al O’Connor, Richie Morrow, 
Ivan Sutton and Nigel Poff. The team was 
captained by Graham Claxton.   

The 5th XV played in Metro League Division 6 
and won the league final against Old Belvedere 
and therefore are promoted and will now play 
in Metro 5. This was the third season in a row 
that the 5ths have gained promotion which is a 
testament to this group of players. Unfortunately 
in the Winters Cup, Old Belvedere gained revenge 
for the league defeat, knocking us out. The 
team was coached and managed by Graham 
Richmond, Jimmy Byrden, Colin Wallace, Dave 
Heelan and Dave Bursey. The team was captained 
by Johnny Willis (our fixtures secretary). 

Old Wesley Touch Rugby (formerly - Donnybrook 
Touch Rugby) is now fully integrated into the 
club, wearing the club jersey and bringing new 
members to the club, all under the guidance of 
Brian Leveau and Iain Cooling. Old Wesley Touch 
Rugby team had a number of players represent 
Ireland at this form of rugby and this success 
will help development and attract more new 
members.

Our U20’s finished top in the JP Fanagan – 
Premier 2 league, a super result from a talented 
group of players. Unbeaten in the league and a 
winning streak of 16 straight games, 14 League 
and 2 Cup matches only losing the Cup Final 
to St Mary’s. 92 tries scored by 22 different 
members of the squad says it all. A special word 
should therefore go to the efforts of both Ronan 
O’Donovan and Ian Dumbleton as the two main 
coaches. 

The coaching ticket was further supported 
by Aindriu Conroy and Conor Lavelle. Behind 
the scenes Declan Keane, Bernard Raftery, 
Andy Miller and Declan Melvin deserve huge 
recognition for the squad recruitment, the 
environment they created and the organisation 
put in place to ensure the boys reached their 
potential on the pitch and enjoyed themselves 
off it. Also to the medical team of Nathan, Breff, 
Dave and Mike for sticking and bending the team 
back into place on a weekly basis. 

The 2nd XV had another fantastic season as 
they competed in an extremely competitive and 
challenging league at Metro Division 1. Often 
seen as the poor cousins to the 1st XV, I am glad 
to report that this is no longer the feeling around 
this group. Due to the environment that has 
been created in the senior squad set up and with 
training sessions truly inclusive of all players, 
there is no feeling of them and us. The rotation of 
players between 1st and 2nds has been excellent 
this season and competition for places drives 
performance. 

The seconds really did have a fantastic league 
campaign finishing with a 11 won 3 lost record 
but having beaten all teams in the division at 
least once. They were unfortunate to lose away 
to Lansdowne in the league final. Entering 
injury time in the lead, they had victory cruelly 
taken away when Lansdowne ran in the winning 
try with the clock in the red. A week later they 
faced the same opposition in the Metro Cup 
final in Donnybrook and despite a hugely brave 
performance again were cruelly hit by a late try 
2 minutes from time to lose 13-18. Thank you to 
all involved including the three musketeers Eddie 
Fogarty, Gordon McCoy and Robert Deacon for 
their work with the lads. 

The 1st XV team and senior squad are the top 
team in the club and the showcase team for 
any club and significant club resources are 
directed to ensure we can play at the highest 
club level in Ireland. This was a roller coaster of 
a season from start to finish. The results in 1B 
League throughout the season illustrated the 
competitiveness of this league. At one stage only 
8 points separated 8 teams going into the last 
round of matches. Starting with an away win in 
Armagh, a draw in Old Belvedere and a heavy 
defeat in Buccaneers, nerves were jangling after 
those first 3 outings. Slowly but surely the team 
began to show the fruits of the immense labours 
of both players and coaches and the away win in 
Malone was the culmination of the building of a 
never say die attitude in the squad. 
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From that day forward and with a few slip ups 
along the way, the side showed huge resolve and 
depth of character and made the promotion play-
offs. To beat Naas who we had lost to twice in the 
regular season, was a big statement. This set us 
up to travel to play Division 1A side UCC in Cork. 
On the day UCC pulled away in the second half 
to retain their top flight status and leaving us to 
compete again in 1B. 

So we must regroup now and continue to attract 
players capable of playing at 1A level and continue 
to improve as a team, to enable us to take the next 
opportunity and be promoted to 1A in 2020/21. 
Morgan Lennon, Cian O’Connor, Alan Large 
and Dave Rowley have put in place a training 
regime that is second to none in this league and 
created the right team culture and environment 
for success to ensure players are ready for the 
intensity on match day.  We thank them for their 
time, commitment and enthusiasm for the Club. 
With training day numbers in the 40’s, it is not 
by accident that both the 1st XV and 2nd XV have 
enjoyed success with players seamlessly fitting 
into either team. 

We as a club are very proud of this group of 
players and coaches and the backroom staff and 
I firmly believe we will reach the promised land. 
Special thanks to the extended backroom team of 
Nathan Cardy and Eric Cullinane, S&C, Steve Barry 
and Management, Pat McDonald, David Jermyn, 
Mark Maybury and Graeme McCoy. Last but not 
least on the rugby front, I am delighted to be able 
to say the club’s strong tradition of producing 
top referees continues with Nigel Correll, Glenn 
Sheridan, Simon Owens, Paul BK and Andy Cole 
all taking charge of important fixtures throughout 
the season. 

We have an ambition to play rugby at the highest 
level and as a club we will continue to invest in 
the coaches and facilities to give the players 
the best possible environment to achieve this 
shared ambition. The ongoing discussion about 
restructuring the AIL once again highlights the 
tension between the amateur club game ethos 
and the development of the professional game 
but, thankfully, for now the status quo remains. 
Hopefully, the right solutions can be found going 
forward to ensure that both can thrive.

I want to especially thank our main club sponsors 
Savills for their generous support which is 
essential to the operation of the club and to all 
our other corporate and personal patrons, your 
financial contributions are vital. I estimate it 
costs about a €1,000 per member to run the club 
including all aspects of rugby, facilities etc and 
with the annual subscription at just over €200 

per member it gives you a sense of the gap to be 
filled from fundraising and commercial activities. 
Running a rugby club these days requires it to be 
viewed as a business with a never ending focus 
on fundraising and commercial revenue. Also 
controlling costs to ensure we can deliver the 
rugby programme, pay our employees and service 
our debt. The management team is focused on 
that task and has assured the Trustees that every 
effort will be made to return the club to a debt 
free positon as soon as possible.

In this endeavor, Alan Chapman produced an 
excellent Match Program for the umpteenth year 
delivering important revenue at the start of the 
season. Mick Cornick runs the club draw where 
every month members can win cash prizes, so 
please make sure you are signed up and if not 
expect to receive an application form shortly. 

Also on the commercial side of the club we 
continue to make the best of the opportunities 
from match days, private functions, Leinster 
and IRFU activity in the ground whether Leinster 
Schools Cup, Womens 6 nations, IRFU 7’s or 
Summer Tag events. 

The Bar had its best year in the last 10 years 
and the kitchen and food offering delivered 
by Ali Davis Catering keeps everyone well fed. 
There has been a huge increase in the level of 
activity and usage of the Old Wesley pavilion by 
members and visitors and this provides a great 
financial opportunity for the club and reaffirms 
the decision made to build a new club house in 
2015 and supports the decision to invest in new 
bar furniture. We hope to continue to capture this 
potential. The function area and balcony have 
become very popular for many different types of 
functions, all contributing to the vibrancy and 
finances of the club. So please consider the club 
for your next private or corporate event. 

We have introduced Personal Training with Kris 
Johnston and Fitness Classes (Boogie Bouce) with 
Emma Weafer in the Gym and Hall, when not 
in use by the players or members and a Physio 
practice started by Nathan Cardy for all members 
to book a private consultation in the ‘Professor 
Arthur Tanner Medical Room’. The Wezz junior 
discos recommenced on a trial basis and were 
welcomed back by both the 1st and 2nd year 
school children in the area and their parents. 
Outside catering vans are offered ground access 
on a concession basis. And while there were no 
concerts this summer we hope they will return 
next year, as Aiken Promotions hold an option for 
one more year and the licence fee is shared by all 
stakeholders and therefore, can be a great source 
of income in the off season. 
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While Ballycorus is less utilised these days for 
adult rugby training and matches, due to its 
distance from town, we have found that Kilmacud 
Crokes GAA teams have been delighted to rent 
the pitches whenever available, a trend likely 
to continue this season as we seek to make the 
facility cost neutral. We also entered into a 
partnership with Cabinteely United to play their 
FAI juvenile league matches on Saturdays over 
the summer including replacing the rugby posts 
with soccer goals. My thanks to Willie Coulter 
for managing Ballycorus for the club and liaising 
with Lansdowne and Gerry Maloney to ensure 
everything runs smoothly and the grounds are 
kept up to standard. 

On the technology front, the introduction of our 
online Club membership database ‘Smartclub’ 
during the 2015/16 season has allowed us to  
better understand our membership, collect 
subscriptions and maintain accurate contact 
information and allow for more effective 
communication with our members. This also 
ensured we were well prepared for the
introduction of new data protection laws, the 
now infamous “GDPR” last season.

Donnybrook Stadium has seen much change in 
recent years with the naming rights being sold 
to Energia, the construction of Leinster’s new 
‘Centre of Excellence’, the completion of the 
Dodder flood alleviation works and the proposed 
construction of the ‘Greenway’ Cycle path that 
will run alongside the river and through the 
council carpark used by the club. A Leinster plan 
to sell part of the common areas for residential 
development is under consideration and will only 
be supported if in the best interests of Old Wesley 
RFC. 

The weekly E newsletter, website and social media 
apps such as Twitter keep the members informed 
in real time and our thanks to Tom O’Brien and 
Ken Richardson for their time, keeping us up to 
date on all club news and live score feeds. Live 
streaming on Facebook was very popular and 
some of the Tries recorded went viral! 

I want to thank the hardest working club manager 
in Ireland with the biggest smile, Michael Weafer. 
Michael celebrated a big birthday this year but 
you’ll have to ask him which one that was. I want 
to thank Michael’s entourage of Tracy, Stephen, 
Paul and his brother Martin for their contribution 
to making our members and visitors feel welcome. 
A special thanks to Pauline and Brenda who run 
the administration and finance function with style 
and efficiency. 

I want to wish the Holy Trinity of Presidents, 
current and future, namely Adrian Hawe, Nigel 
Poff and Robbie Love all the best of luck for the 
season. We can be safe in the knowledge they 
will represent the club with great distinction at 
the various home and away matches and on the 
Leinster clubs dinner circuit. 

A special note of thanks to last season’s President 
Willie Campbell, who brought his warmth 
and smile to the office and served with great 
distinction. The club is very lucky to have a very 
capable and passionate executive committee and 
I want to thank them all for their time and work 
in running the Club. Alan Browning, as Honorary 
Secretary, keeps the meetings running and 
minutes concise. Ronan Bools oversees Facilities 
and has kept the club in top condition. Peter 
Squires, as Treasurer, has ensured the club is on 
a sound financial footing. Niall Dineen managed 
the club’s international tickets allocation and the 
various competing demands on this precious 
commodity. Paul Short took on the various 
fundraising and corporate events, all helping to 
provide vital funds to keep the club running. Jonny 
Willis, as Fixtures Secretary, expertly juggled the 
many challenges of sharing Donnybrook with 
Bective, the Branch, IRFU and other new users 
such as Ranelagh Gaels GAA, as part of our 
community commitments, when accepting the 
grant funding for the 4G pitches.

I want to give a very special mention to Robert 
Deacon as the President of the Leinster Branch, 
an extremely well deserved recognition of 
dedicated service to club and province and a 
great honour for him and the club. Eddie Fogarty 
will step in as Old Wesley representative to the 
Branch to ensure separation of Church and State. 
I want to wish all our teams, players, coaches and 
managers all the best of luck for the season. 

A final message to all members, this is your club, 
our shared future and together we all have a 
responsibility to contribute in whatever way we 
can, big or small, to enhance the rugby ambitions 
of Old Wesley RFC and all our activities that 
support that aim. So please just ask how you can 
play your part as a volunteer until we can find 
some robots to lighten the load. It has been a 
pleasure and great honour to serve as Old Wesley 
Chairman for the last five years and I wish my 
successor, John Lowry, best wishes as he takes 
over as Chairman of this great club.

Enjoy the match.
Yours in rugby,

Shane Gill 
Chairman
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Old Wesley is delighted to announce 
the appointment of John Lowry as the 
new Chairman of the Club. John takes 
over from Shane Gill who did such a 
wonderful job over the last five years, 
which saw the opening of our excellent 
new facilities in Donnybrook. 

John joined Old Wesley in 1987/8 where 
he teamed up with a group of former 
Trinity College team mates and went 
on to play for eight successful seasons 
with the club winning several trophies, 
including the AIL Division Two in the first 
year of the AIL, in 1991. 

John began his rugby career in his teens 
while attending St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Grammar School after several years 
singing in the Cathedral Choir. 

He has worked in the Finance and 
Investment industries both in Ireland 
and internationally for over 30 years, 
including assisting the establishment 
of the Irish operations of the South

African group Old Mutual as one of the 
first companies to set up in the IFSC in 
Dublin. 
 
He subsequently moved for business 
reasons to Geneva where he worked 
in the finance industry with a focus on 
alternative investments. While there, he 
took to the rugby pitch occasionally with 
the Cern Rugby Club where he played 
and coached for over a decade.

On his return to Dublin he has been 
involved in coaching at the Club for the 
past ten years at mini and youth level 
with his son Aran. 

Today he runs investment management 
and consulting firm Montlake based in 
Dublin. 

Pictured above during his playing days, John 
is lifted by Henry Hurley, with Robert Deacon 
attending the wounded in the background at 
Lansdowne Road. 

Old Wesley appoint John Lowry as Chairman
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For up-to-date details of all fixtures, results and events visit the website @OldWesleyRFC www.facebook.com/
oldwesley

Old Wesley RFC thank all those who contributed articles to this Programme and 
all Sponsors and Advertisers for their very generous support.

The views expressed by contributors in this programme are personal ones and are not necessarily those of the Club.

Programme Committee:
Alan Chapman, (Chairman), 
Paul Short, Ken Richardson 
and Ken Browne.

Club Contact Details:
Tel:  Office: 01 668 9153 
Email: info@oldwesley.ie
Website: www.oldwesley.ie

Acknowledgements:
Cover Design and  Layout: Murray Concepts.  
Photographs: Ken Richardson, Deryck Vincent. 
Printed by: Turners of Longford.
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Little Acorns

The vast majority of Ireland’s 31 man squad would 
not have made it to the Rugby World Cup in Japan 
were it not for their clubs. It’s a statement of fact 
that needs to be remembered if Irish rugby is to 
continue to flourish, but is often overlooked amid 
the credit given to their schools in many, if not all, 
for fine-tuning them as well.

The role of the schools, notably St Michael’s 
College of late, is rightfully hailed for producing 
so many virtually readymade professional rugby 
players. James Ryan is a primary example of this, 
becoming the first player to make his debut for 
Ireland before he did so with Leinster. And it only 
requires a cursory glance through the Leinster 
squad to appreciate that the Ballsbridge school 
has become an extraordinary conveyor belt.

However, in almost every case, the baby steps 
were taken with their clubs in their respective 
mini-rugby set-ups on Saturday or Sunday 
mornings. Even when the schools assumed the 
mantle from around the age of 12, in many cases 
the players returned to their original clubs or 
played with their universities to gain invaluable 
experience of playing games in the Energia All-
Ireland League. 

Even when they go on to play professionally 
with their provinces or Ireland, their continuing 
loyalty to their clubs is invaluable. Even their very 
presence in Ireland’s jerseys on international 
match days provide a shining light and an 
inspiration to young kids when they begin to first 
pick up a ball.

Josh van der Flier is a product of Wesley College, 
but he began playing with Wicklow under-8s and 
after leaving school he played with UCD in the AIL.

Andrew Porter’s dad Ernie was a legend for this 
club and his son cut his teeth first with 
Old Wesley and then, after coming to prominence 
at St. Andrew’s College, with UCD.

Such links with current Irish internationals are 
vital for the club and rightly celebrated. Johnny 
Sexton would most probably not have become the 
great out-half he is and a Grand Slam-winning, 
World Player of the Year without the role his club 
St Mary’s played in his development at a couple of 
key junctures in his career. 

Sure, his uncle Willie had played for Garryowen, 
Munster and Ireland, while his father Jerry played 
for Bective Rangers, where Sexton could be seen 
most Saturdays running around the Rangers’ club 
house or on one of the Donnybrook pitches with 
a ball in his hand. If not that, he was earning a few 
bob washing glasses.

Sexton first announced himself as a 16-year-old 
playing for St. Mary’s in the Leinster Schools 
Senior Cup final in 2002 when he landed a match-
winning drop goal against Belvedere College as 
a replacement in his transition year.  

A young Johnny Sexton playing for 
St. Mary’s College SCT
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Even so, by his own admission, he very nearly did 
not make it as a professional. “Usually, the best 
players get picked for the academy straight out of 
school. I didn’t, so it was looking bleak for me,” he 
told The Irish Times two years ago, adding that he 
“fluked” his first professional contract after being 
spotted by Mark McDermott, the Ireland Under-21 
coach, who was at Templeville Road one day to 
watch the Dungannon out-half Gareth Steenson. 
He had a decent match and was invited into the 
academy.

Even then, despite helping Leinster to win the 
2007-08 Celtic League, his provincial career hit a 
road block in his defining 2008-09 season when 
he was substituted at half-time in their defeat 
away to Castres.

He didn’t play again for Leinster for over two 
months, and went back to St Mary’s to play in the 
AIL and rebuild his career. It was his form with 
St Mary’s and Declan Kidney’s decision to play 
him for the Ireland A side in the Six Nations ‘A’ 
Championship which he admits resurrected his 
career.

Even now, it’s amazing to think that Sexton did 
not make the Leinster match-day squad for 
the final two pool games against Wasps and 
Edinburgh, and the infamous 6-5 Bloodgate 
quarter-final against Harlequins. Felipe 
Contepomi and Isa Nacewa were ahead of him in 
the out-half pecking order. 

But Cheika was impressed by Sexton’s 
performances for the Ireland ‘A’ side. Sexton had 
still been restricted to five appearances off the 
bench in what was then the Magners League, but 
when included among the replacements in the 
semi-final against Munster he famously replaced 
an injured Contepomi to steer Leinster into the 
final.

And the rest, as they say, is history, but the final 
against Leicester was only his second start since 
being taken off in that Castres game.

There are plenty more stories where that came 
from, albeit if not quite so indebted to their clubs.
Chris Farrell’s path into the Ulster academy was 
in large part through his one year as a boarder at 
Campbell College when he was the star turn in the 
Ulster Schools Senior Cup winning team. On foot 
of that, David Humphreys brought him into the 
Ulster academy.

However, having grown up in Fivemiletown, a 
village in south Tyrone, Farrell’s initial sporting 
passion was football and he played centre-half for 
a local team, before he started playing rugby at 

the age of 11 for Clogher Valley RFC. That in turn 
led him into the Ulster Youths, where he played 
for their U-18 side for three years, which in turn 
prompted him to finish his schooling in Campbell 
College.

“I played three years at Ulster U-18 and in the 
last one I decided I wanted to get out of the club 
system and got to schools. I went to Campbell 
College and played schools rugby there, winning 
an Ulster Schools Senior Cup.”

Ireland’s captain, Rory Best, re-launched his 
career with Belfast Harlequins after two years in 
Newcastle University when re-locating to Ulster, 
because they were an AIL first division club. But 
even before then, Banbridge RFC was his starting 
point in mini rugby, as it was for his grandfather, 
uncles, father and older brother Simon, and in 
Best’s case at literally the age of four.

Tadhg Furlong came from a GAA playing 
background in Campile in County Wexford, but it 
was through first playing mini rugby as an eight-
year-old at his father’s club, New Ross RFC, that 
he first caught the bug.

Attending Good Counsel College, a school that is 
more renowned for producing Wexford hurlers 
and footballers, as well as the likes of Aidan 
O’Brien (horse racing) and Kevin Doyle (soccer), 
Furlong was a mainstay in their GAA teams until 
rugby really took a hold at 15.  In this, Furlong has 
assumed the mantle left by Sean O’Brien, the first 
Carlow born player to play for Ireland, and who 
also came through the Leinster Youths ranks after 
cutting his teeth with Tullow RFC, where his dad 
also played.

The club game was always likely to undergo 
radical changes in its landscape as the AIL 
progressed, with more and more community-
based, rural clubs climbing the ladder, and so 
it’s been that some traditional clubs would 
slip through the relegation trap door into the 
junior ranks, such as Monsktown and Bective 
Rangers. But there is still a huge role for the more 
established clubs such as Old Wesley. 

And the IRFU need to remember that the clubs 
are as much the lifeblood of the game as the 
schools.

Little acorns and all that.
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Robert Deacon elected 
the 100th President of the 
Leinster Branch (IRFU)

Robert Deacon joined Old Wesley in 1973 
having completed his education in Kilkenny 
College, where he captained the Senior Rugby 
Cup team in his final year and was also Head 
Boy of the school.

He was under pressure from his father Harry to 
join Wanderers, as Harry was a staunch member 
of Wanderers.  However, sense prevailed and he 
quickly established himself as a valuable member 
of a talented back row on the Under 19 side in his 
first season.

He went on to represent a number of junior sides 
over the next couple of seasons, however disaster 
struck when he badly broke his collarbone in one 
of these matches, and despite several operations, 
tried to get back playing. 

Unfortunately, following an injury to his other 
collarbone, he finally had to retire from the playing 
side of the Club at the tender age of just 21, and a 
talented career was sadly cut short. 

Despite this setback, Robert quickly involved 
himself in other aspects of the Club and soon 
became bagman of the 1st XV, a job he fully 
committed himself to for 20 years.

Many highlights during this time included winning 
a Leinster Senior Cup in 1985, which was captained 
by our recent President of the IRFU Philip Orr. 
Also, during our Centenary Year in 1991 when Old 
Wesley became the first Irish Club side to beat the 
Barbarians in a thrilling match in Donnybrook. 

As Bagman, Robert prided himself on meticulous 
preparation for each match, and if a player asked 
him for a particular item prior to a match and he 
didn’t have it, he would make sure he had it for the 
following game (fail to prepare, prepare to fail ala 
Royser was his motto!)

Rob on the burst in his heyday 
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Following his work in many other areas of the 
club over many years Robert went on to become 
President of OWRFC for the season 2007/08 
and among the highlights of his year, were the 
opening of our Junior Grounds in Ballycorus with 
the President of the Leinster Branch, Michael 
McLoughlin and President of Lansdowne, Paddy 
Halpenny. He was elected as the Old Wesley 
Representative of the Leinster Branch in 2015 
following on from Philip Orr.

Again, Robert has immersed himself in several 
different committees at Leinster Branch level and 
still finds the time for his current day job in Old 

Wesley as the bagman for the Wesley J1 side.
He was elected Senior Deputy President of the 
Leinster Branch for last season and took huge 
pride in presenting a number of different trophies 
to his own Club.

He was duly elected the 100th President of the 
Leinster Branch for the current season at their 
AGM on the 4th June. A great honour for Robert 
and indeed for Old Wesley and on behalf of 
everybody in the Club, we wish him all the very 
best for the coming season. 

GMcC

Michael McLoughlin, President Leinster Branch IRFU, Paddy Halpenny, President Lansdowne FC and 
Robert Deacon, President Old Wesley RFC at the opening of Ballycorus in November 2007

Contact: 
Declan Melvin
0868200655COOKING - REFRIGERATION - STAINLESS STEEL

Our team specialise 
in Club Kitchens and 
Bar fit outs. 
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“A constant part of my life”

I need to to clear this up from the ‘off’  - I was not 
a great rugby player, but I played it and I loved it. 

This is important because most of us will not 
play for Leinster or Ireland or even our club’s first 
team, but there is still a place for us all, and it can 
still be unbelievably rewarding.

As a below average scrum half/centre, rugby has 
been a constant part of my life. As a child, good 
and bad news was broken around family friends 
at St Marys Rugby Club, it helped feed and water 
me through my University years, served as an ice 
breaker and a friend maker when I moved to the 
UK and provided me with my dream job as an 
adult. 

Most of my work days are spent covering 
Gallagher Premierships matches in England. 
Those of you of a certain vintage will remember 
Rugby Special on a Sunday night and the horror 
and joy of watching the likes of Leicester Tigers 
and Wasps batter each other. They still do it, week 
in week out - town against town, city against city, 
rivalries that go back well over a hundred years. 

The English league has its critics on these shores 
for sure, but there is nothing quite like the 
parochial passions that are played out between 
most of the clubs. 

The East Midlands Derby between Tigers and 
Northampton Saints has little to do with league 
positions and more to do with an intense hatred 
of each on game day. Saracens have positively 
embraced the idea that no other club likes them. 

It is why The Premiership is still the lifeblood of 
the English game, and its club custodians protect 
it so fiercely. For the most part, professionalism 
has not changed this much, and the connection 
with the towns and cities they represent remains 
tight…although the old school fans of the now 
Coventry based Wasps may disagree. 

On BT Sport we travel the land hosting ‘Rugby 
Tonight on Tour’ from the smaller amateur clubs 
in the pro-clubs catchment area. The passion 
is huge, the attachment to the pro-club is very 
strong, and the role they play in feeding into the 
Premiership clubs is priceless. 

What is interesting is the make-up of these clubs.  
There are the parents of the kids who play minis, 
the old alickadoos of course, but there seems to 
be an abundance of lads and ladies in their thirties 
and forties.
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This group is the holy grail for the future of rugby 
clubs in Ireland. The minis are thriving, which 
means parents are involved as volunteers or 
spectators. They might bring a grandparent or 
two along, but how do we get those who played in 
school, gave it up and may return with a toddler 
in years to come, back onto the side-line and into 
the clubhouse?

In England it’s about having an attachment to 
that club from a young age, and keeping it as 
they grow up, thanks to its association with the 
pro-club. It’s not uncommon to see the amateur 
club jersey worn instead of the Premiership jersey 
on match day. Maybe we need to stoke up those 
old AIL rivalries, put some fire in the belly of our 
millennials and get them shouting on the side-
lines again.

So why is this relevant to those of you reading a 
match day programme today? 

Well, it is proof that the pro-game and the 
amateur club can co-exist. In fact, the former 
can only exist because of the latter. At a time 
when many fear for the future of the club game 
in Ireland, we can look across the water and see it 
can be safeguarded. 

As much as the IRFU attempt to help, the club’s 
future and growth will increasingly come down to 
the likes of you reading this and those of you who 
volunteer week in week out, to make it happen. 
They can re-schedule fixtures so AIL games can 
take centre stage, they can pump money into 
areas it is needed but you are the heartbeat of the 
game in Ireland, you are its future. 

If you don’t bring your boys and girls to minis, 
the game dies. If you don’t rattle a bucket on 
fundraising days, the game dies, if you don’t keep 
those decision makers on their toes the game 
dies. It’s a sport that gives us so much, I guess 
that’s why we are happy to give back.

Also, on behalf of my 15 year old self,  I would like 
to thank all of you at Old Wesley Rugby Club, for 
Friday nights in the 1980’s in your Donnybrook 
clubhouse  - it taught me many important life 
lessons. Most importantly though, enjoy your 
season. There is nothing quite like this sport for 
drama, friendship and good old fashioned fun – 
now that is worth safeguarding.

Craig Doyle
Rugby anchor for BT Sport and 
ITV Rugby World Cup

Protecting Your Home and Business
Contact: Mark Wilson
T: (01) 205 0985
E: info@wilsonsecurity.ie
www.wilsonsecurity.ie

INTRUDER ALARMS • CCTV SYSTEMS
ACCESS CONTROL • INTERCOMS • FIRE ALARMS
24 HOUR MONITORING • SECURITY LIGHTING
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CORPORATE                             
INSURANCE                                                                 

All Business Sectors                    

PERSONAL                                               
INSURANCE                                                                                                                                                         

Car, Home & Travel                                                       

FINANCIAL PLANNING & 
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                                                                  

Life, Pension & Protection  

KEY CONTACT PERSON Eddie Whitehead                                                                                                              
TO OBTAIN A QUOTATION OR TO FIND OUT MORE                                                                                    

CALL US TODAY  01-7075800 OR VISIT US ONLINE www.glennons.ie                                                                                                              
For General Insurance Business such as Personal Motor, Personal Home, Travel Insurance and our full range of Business Insurance Products                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Frank Glennon Limited, trading as “Glennon” and  “Glennon Insurances”, is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
For Life Insurance Business such as Pensions and our full range of Life Insurance Products                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Frank Glennon (Life & Pensions) Limited, trading as “Glennon”, “Glennon Employee Benefits” and “Glennon Financial Planning”, is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.  

Proud Supporters of        
Old Wesley RFC          

F O R  A L L  O F  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  &  P E R S O N A L  I N S U R A N C E  N E E D S     

It begins at the grassroots

We believe in building our teams from the grassroots.
We are proud to support rugby in towns and communities across Ireland.

#TeamJones playing our part for the community since 1890.

joneseng.com
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The Season Ahead 
AIL Division 1B Fixtures for 2019-20 season
Following a great season in which we 
were pipped for automatic promotion by 
Ballynahinch, Old Wesley hope to go one 
better and make it back to the top flight. 

Three teams leave the division; 
Ballynahinch, Ballymena and Buccaneers, 
and newcomers Highfield and Navan are 
joined by relegated Shannon. 

A well represented league, with five 
from Leinster, three from Ulster and two 
from Munster should ensure the same 
competitive nature as last year when few 
points separated all ten teams.

Date Note HOME Team    Match  AWAY Team 
5/10/2019                Old Wesley  1 v Banbridge 
12/10/2019                Naas  2 v Old Wesley
19/10/2019                Old Wesley 3 v St Mary’s College
2/11/2019              Old Belvedere 4 v Old Wesley 
9/11/2019  Old Wesley 5 v Navan
16/11/2019                Armagh 6 v Old Wesley
30/11/2019               Shannon 7 v Old Wesley
7/12/2019       Old Wesley 8 v Highfield
14/12/2019                Malone 9 v Old Wesley
11/1/2020                Old Wesley 10 v Malone
25/1/2020                  Highfield 11 v Old Wesley
15/2/2020                Old Wesley 12 v Shannon
22/2/2020                  Old Wesley 13 v Armagh
29/2/2020                Navan 14 v Old Wesley
14/3/20120                 Old Wesley 15 v Old Belvedere
21/3/2020             St Mary’s College 16 v Old Wesley
28/3/2020                Old Wesley 17 v Naas

18/4/2020               Banbridge 18 v Old Wesley

While correct at time of going to print, fixtures are subject to change. 
Always check the Old Wesley website for confirmation of match dates and times.

Ivan 
White



36A Club for Life

B U S  T R A N S P O R T

for

or

RUGBY MATCHES 

SCHOOL / COLLEGE TRIPS 

Why JJ Kavanagh & Sons?

Seats Belts, WC, Air Con & Reclining Seats 

Drivers are Friendly & Professional   

Competitive Pricing   

Quick Response Time 

Call  0818 333 222

Coachhire-ireland.com



37A Club for Life

BANBRIDGE
HOME 5 OCTOBER 2019; 
AWAY 18 APRIL 2020 
Our first outing of the year is at home to 
Banbridge, who have continued to impress 
at this level. Early league leaders last year, 
they finished just outside the top four. 

Old Wesley came away from a tight away 
game 15-8 winners and tries from Harte, 
Barry and Pim sealed a 22-0 victory in our 
home fixture during our impressive post 
Christmas campaign. Expect an expansive 
game based on a dominant strong pack, 
especially at Rifle Park.

ST MARY’S 
HOME 19 OCTOBER 2019; 
AWAY 21 MARCH 2020 
Beating our old rival twice either side of 
Christmas gave us great confidence last 
year. 

A hard earned 20-9 win at home was 
followed by an emphatic 41-15 win 
at Templeville in arguably our best 
performance of the year with tries from 
Kiersey, Burns (2), O’Donovan and O’Dea 
and 19 pts from the boot of Stynes.

Last four results; W41-5, W20-9, L20-14, L19-9.

Last four results; W22-0, W8-15, L12-19, W21-20

NAVAN
HOME 9 NOVEMBER 2019; 
AWAY 29 FEBRUARY 2020 
Navan RFC was founded in 1924 and 
following numerous Towns Cup victories, 
joined the AIL in season 2009/10. Finishing 
third in D2A last season, Navan secured 
their third back to back promotion with 

play off victories over Cashel and Queens 
University. 

Head coach Ray Moloney and star forward 
James O’Neill will lead Navan in Div 1B. 
This is the first meeting between Old 
Wesley and Navan in the AIL and a large 
crowd can be expected only an hour from 
Dublin at the Balreask Old grounds.
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For bookings or enquiries 

call 01-833 6935 
or email: rugby@killestertravel.com

Killester
Travel

SIX NATIONS 2020 
AWAY  TRAVEL 

PACKAGES 

England v IRELAND – 23rd February 2020
Package details  coming soon

(MATCH  TICKETS  EXTRA)

France v IRELAND – 14th March 2020
1 Night Package from €395 plus tax €65
2 Night Package from €525 plus tax €65
3 Night Package from €550 plus tax €65    

(MATCH  TICKETS  EXTRA)

OLD WESLEY
Rugby Football Club
Offi cial Travel Partner 

REMEMBER! By booking ALL your 
travel needs with us you will be helping the 

development of Old Wesley RFC.

www.killestertravel.com 

Killester Travel have once again been appointed as 
an offi cial Rugby World Cup™ Sub-Agent.

We have a number of Accompanied Tours to choose from and 
can also tailor-make packages to suit your needs. 

All details can be found on our dedicated rugby website www.rugbytravel.ie.

Heineken Champions Cup 2019/2020
Leinster, Ulster and Munster Away Travel Packages

Heineken Cup Final – Saturday 23rd May
2 Night Package from €695 plus tax €65           (MATCH  TICKETS  EXTRA)

For all our up to date rugby packages visit our dedicated rugby website
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HIGHFIELD
HOME 7 DECEMBER 2019; 
AWAY 25 JANUARY 2020 
Runaway winners of Div 2A last year 
Highfield gained promotion with 15 wins 
and an incredible points tally of 671. 

Formed in 1930 our last game against 
them was in 2013 when we were beaten 
28-19 at Woodleigh Park. Dave O’Connell 
won the Rising star of the year award for 
Div 2A and with player coach Tim Ryan 
expect a formidable pack and free scoring 
backs.

MALONE 
HOME 14 DECEMBER 2019; 
AWAY 11 JANUARY 2020 
In their first year in Div 1B the Cregagh Red 
Sox finished 4th last year and lost out to 
UCC in the play-offs. AIL award winners 

“Spirit club of the year” for promoting 
women’s rugby, mixed ability rugby and 
building ties with the community. 

The top Belfast club are building a large 
squad of academy players and will once 
again be hard to beat.

Last results: L17-21; W12-16

SHANNON
AWAY 30 NOVEMBER 2019; 
HOME 15 FEBRUARY 2020 
The most successful team in AIL history 
are back in Div 1B after one year in 1A. 

With four players representing Ireland 
under 20’s during the summer they 
continue to develop talent for Shannon, 
Munster and Ireland. Fresh from a tour to 
USA during the summer, expect them to hit 
the ground running.
Last four results; L21-24; L34-17; L22-26; D24-24.
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G R E E N S T O N E
L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
&  C O N S T R U C T I O N

G R E E N S T O N E
L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
&  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Contact: Ross Farrell
29 Ardagh Drive, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Telephone: 087 958 4262

Email: info@greenstonelandscapes.com
Website: www.greenstonelandscapes.com

Garden rooms designed and 
built for all sporting events

Everyone at Greenstone wishes 
all teams great success for 

the 2019-2020 season
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CITY OF ARMAGH
HOME 16 NOVEMBER 2019; 
AWAY 22 FEBRUARY 2020 
Our first ever AIL games against City of 
Armagh took place last year and those who 
travelled thoroughly enjoyed their trip to 

the Palace grounds. Ulster player of the 
year Neil Faloon and Ulster youth player 
of the year, Matthew Sands are part of this 
vibrant club at all age groups. 

Expect to hear the club song “Boys from 
the County Armagh” if they win!!

OLD BELVEDERE  
AWAY 2 NOVEMBER 2019; 
HOME 14 MARCH 2020 
Our penultimate match last year proved 
decisive in our bid for automatic promotion 

when going down to Old Belvedere by 30pts 
to 24 at Anglesea Road. Belvo’s Jack Keating 
won a rising star award for his 13 tries for the 
season. Congratulations to Belvo on their 
centenary last season.

Last results; W31-10, W22-17.

NAAS 
AWAY 12 OCTOBER 2019; 
HOME 28 MARCH 2020 
No doubt, Naas had been a bogey team for 
Old Wesley up to the play off match last 
season when we finally, after extra time, 
squeezed past them 20-17 in Donnybrook. 

In the regular season a home defeat by 
23-31 following two late tries by Naas was 
followed by an away defeat by 7-5. Peter 
Osborne with 169 points was the leagues’ 
top scorer last year and together with the 
recently retired Johne Murphy has helped 
Naas achieve the Senior “Club of the Year” 
award for last year.

Last four results; L30-24, D9-9,  W34-22, D15-15

Last four results; W20-17, L7-5, L23-31, D23-23, L30-25 
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After the drama of the end of 2017/18 where 
we narrowly missed out on being involved in 
the relegation play off all of the players were 
determined that 2018/19 would have a different 
tone. Pre-season started early on request of the 
players and everyone got to work in early June.

The squad began with games against Galwegians 
in a pre-season friendly followed by wins over 
Greystones, Skerries and Seapoint. We reached 
the final of Division 2 of the Leinster Senior 
League. That was something to be looked 
forward to as the AIL was very close on the 
horizon.

Our first AIL game was somewhat into the 
unknown travelling to the impressive newly 
promoted Armagh where a number of new 
players made their debuts to good effect 
ensuring that we got the first 4 points on the 
road of the season. This would be the start 
of a fairly remarkable achievement where we 
would win all 5 games in the north during the 
season. Following this we had a game against 
the much fancied Old Belvedere which ended in 
a 9-9 draw, gladly the only draw of the season 
compared to the previous year where we drew 4 
games. 

A thumping down in Dubarry Park made 
everyone ask questions of how we were going 
about things, which seemed to galvanize 
everyone within the group.

Another win up north against Banbridge 
followed by a very disappointing result to old 
rivals Naas, where we snatched defeat from the 
jaws of victory, left us in mid table. A win against 
Balymena at home, then brought Ballynahinch 
to Donnybrook, another game that got away 
from us and left everyone frustrated about our 
inconsistent form. 

The league however was doing it’s best to keep 
everyone’s hopes alive, as so many talented 
teams continuously beating each other meant 
we weren’t the only ones with inconsistent form. 
If anyone could go on a run of wins they would 
jump the pile. A very difficult trip to Malone 
where an incredible defensive performance and 
some astute on field tactics handed us a great 
four points. 

Backing that up either side of Christmas with our 
first wins in the AIL against old rivals and friends 
in St Mary’s gave us a huge boost and put us in 
contention for play offs at a minimum. 

M
O

RG
AN
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N
N

O
N

Senior Rugby Season 2018/19

Josh Pim shows his determination 
against Malone in the worst weather 

conditions of the season
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In fact, the crazy nature of the league was shown 
while beating St Mary’s who were top before 
Christmas, as they dropped to 7th in the table in 
one day!

Malone arrived in Donnybrook for the return 
fixture with many Ulster academy players and 
left with a narrow victory. The players reacted 
and we became the only team to beat eventual 
champions Ballynahinch in Ballymacarn Park 
19-17. Another creditable achievement against a 
quality side. Having lost a couple of key players 
to injury during this period the depth of the 
squad was tested. 

However, having watched the J1 team sitting on 
the heels of Lansdowne all season in the league 
and having advanced to the semi-final of the 
Metro Cup, this was not going to be an issue. The 

J1 team had lost 2 of their first 3 games against 
Old Belvedere and Lansdowne before really 
getting going, winning away to Clontarf to take 
5 points and beating all around them on the 
way to catching and going past Old Belvedere to 
finish second behind Lansdowne. This included 
coming back from 24 points down against UCD 
to draw which ensured them a spot in the final.

Good wins for the 1st team against Banbridge 
and Ballymena at home led us down to Naas 
where we were beaten narrowly on a 7 – 5 
score line, a conversion narrowly missing with 
the last kick of the game to secure a draw. This 
was a potential missed opportunity to hold 
off Ballynahinch. A bonus point win against 
Buccanners in Donnybrook had us narrowly in 
first place but we knew that the league would 
not be won easily. 

Mark Rowley goes over for a try despite the best 
efforts of the Buccaneers defender at Donnybrook

James O’Donovan outstrips the St Mary’s College 
defence to score an excellent try in Donnybrook

“The Coach”
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Senior Rugby Season 2018/19

Unfortunately, the short trip to Old Belvedere 
was a tricky one and after a nervous 
performance in the first half we lost narrowly 
despite a gallant fight back towards the end. 
A very disappointing day. However we had to 
pick ourselves up for what was going to be an 
extended season. A win against Armagh on the 
final day of the season secured second place in 
the table which meant a home play-off semi-final 
against Naas. 

In the meantime, the J1 team had been scheduled 
to play two finals in a week both against 
Lansdowne. The similarities did not end there 
either, as in truly devastating fashion in both 
games after two incredibly physical and tough 
games of very high quality, Lansdowne won both 
with pretty much the last play of the game. 
Another step forward for the J1’s but they are 
desperate to win one of these trophies soon.

The squad galvanised again in the build-up to 
the play off semi-final and with a weekend off 
and some confusion as to when the game would 
take place due to the availability of Donnybrook, 
everyone was maintaining their focus on what 
was achievable. 

The play-off semi final was fixed for Sunday 28th 
April. In what was a game which turned on its 
head on a number of occasions during the 80 
minutes it ended in a 17-17 all draw and went to 
extra time. 

A scrum penalty in the first half of extra time 
converted by Josh Miller gave us the victory and 
a place in the promotion play-off final against 
UCC the following weekend.

Rory Stynes offloads to JJ O’Dea in 
the close encounter against 

Old Belvedere at Anglesea Road

Division 1b semi-final action sees interplay 
between our mobile prop forwards as Harry 
Noonan offloads to Cronan Gleeson, in the 

excellent game against Naas
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A trip to UCC was an exciting proposition for 
some of our UCC old boys as it was for the whole 
club. A large crowd travelled to Cork to support 
the club which was very much appreciated by 
coaches, players and management. 

After getting into an early lead with excellent 
tries from Paul Derham and Thomas 
O’Callaghan, the excellent UCC back line and half 
back pairing of John Poland and James Taylor 
took over and UCC eventually ran out winners 
and secured their 1A status.

It was an incredibly long season which was 
physically and mentally demanding for all. 
The support for the team has been incredible 
throughout my years as head coach. Those who 
travel the length and breadth of the country to 
support Old Wesley Senior Squad should never 
let it be taken for granted how important their 
support is to the coaching staff and the players. 

We are looking forward to another season 
where the squad will continue to strive for 
improvement in a quest to fulfil it’s potential.

Charlie O’Regan prepares to put the ball into the scrum 
playing against his old College in the play-off final

Old Wesley restart in the Division 1A/1B play-off match in 
the iconic Mardyke Sports Grounds in Cork against UCC
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Get in touch to find out how our specialist recruiters can help you to find your dream job: 
Contact:           +353 1614 6000                    info@cpl.ie

Accounting and Finance
Healthcare
Human Resources
Information Technology
Language Jobs
Legal
Office Support
Retail
Sales & Marketing
Science and Engineering
Supply Chain & Procurement
Executive Search

www.cpl.ie

Ready to take the next step in your sector?

Searching for your dream Job?
Let’s make it happen.

option 1_CPL landscape ad - 160x255.indd   1 19/08/2016   09:43

Wishing Old Wesley all the best for the coming season. 

www.dublingrass.ie 01-8386867 
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Senior Player of the Year - Paul Derham

Award Presentations

Billy Browne Trophy - “Junior Player of the Year”

Congratulations to Iain Pollock, this year’s winner of the Billy Browne Memorial Trophy 
as ‘Junior Player of the Year’ 2018-2019, for an outstanding season with the fifths.

The Stephen Mooney Memorial Trophy for ‘Senior Player of the Year’ 2018-2019 Season 
was awarded to Paul Derham, a great achievement in his first season with the club. 
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Nathan 
Cardy

BSc PGC PGC MISCP

+353 (0)87 363 4412

Proud to be partnering with 
Old Wesley RFC for 2019 / 2020 season

- Sports Injury Management
- Back & Joint Pain Solutions

- Dry Needling
- Post-Operative Rehab

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPY

www.donnybrooksportsmedicine.com
 Online booking and extended 
opening hours now available

/donnybrooksportsmedicine
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Congratulations to Eoin Deegan who was the receipient of the Derek McCullagh 
Memorial Trophy for the Under 20 ‘Player of the Year’ 2018-2019. 

Congratulations to Alan O’Connor who was awarded ‘Club Person of the Year’ for 2018-
2019 by outgoing Club President Willie Campbell.

Under 20’s “Player of the Year” - Eoin Deegan

Award Presentations

Club “Person of the Year” 2018-2019 - Alan O’Connor
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Iain McGANN 
Captain 2019-2020

Old Wesley Senior Squad 2019 - 2020

Age:  28
Second Row
Height:  6ft 5in   
Weight: 108kg
Real Estate Asset Manager

Conor
BARRY
Age: 24
Wing Forward
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 95kg
Civil Engineer

Ben BURNS
Age: 24
Hooker
Height: 5ft 10in   
Weight: 90kg
Consultant with 
Deloitte

Thomas 
BULFIN
Age: 25
Centre
Height:  5ft 10ins
Weight: 85kg
Trainee Solicitor

Stephen 
BOYLE
Age: 31
Back Row
Height: 5ft 11in   
Weight: 95kg
Electrician

Shane
BRENNAN
Age: 26
Wing
Height:6ft 2in
Weight: 98kg
Bank Official

Conor was educated at Hamilton 
High School, Bandon and University 
College Cork. He represented 
Munster at under 20’s and won the 
“Man of the Match” award in one of 
the interpros. Previous clubs Bandon 
and UCC. Third season with the Club.

Educated at Castletroy College, 
Limerick and UCC, represented 
Munster at U19 and U20 levels. 
Played previously with both 
UL Bohemian and UCC. This will be 
his Third season with the club.

Educated at Kilkenny College and 
University College Dublin. Thomas 
has played for both Bective 
Rangers and UCD before joining 
Old Wesley this season.

Educated at Mount Temple, Stephen 
represented Leinster ‘A’ Schools 
and Leinster Youths. He started his 
rugby with the Old Wesley Underage 
section. Seventh season with senior 
squad.

Shane was educated at St Kierans 
College, Kilkenny and Maynooth 
University. He has previously played 
for Barnhall and Blackrock. He 
has represented Leinster Section 
A schools.  Second season with 
the Club.

James 
BURTON
Age: 30
Prop
Height: 5ft 10in   
Weight: 104kg
Accountant

Educated at Ardscoil Rís in Limerick. 
James played with UL Bohemian 
before moving to College in Galway 
where he played with Corinthians. 

Eight season in the Old Wesley 
Senior Squad.

Our Captain for this season was educated at 
Wesley College. Made his AIL debut versus 
Trinity in 2009 and has been ever present 
since. A member of the U21 Pennant 
winning team in 2010. Played for Leinster 
U19’s. Tenth season in senior squad.



Padraig 
CULLEN
Age:  23
Prop
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 114kg
Student

Ian CONDELL
Age: 32  
Wing Forward
Height: 5ft 9in 
Weight: 90kg
Medical Devices 
Sales Representative

Tim CLIFFORD
Age:  26
Out Half
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 90kg
Business 
Development with 
Salesforce

Ed
DOYLE
Age: 24
Back Row 
Height: 6ft 4in
Weight: 109kg
Recruiter

Paul
DERHAM
Age: 26
Back Row
Height: 6ft 2in
Weight: 102 kg
Account Management 

Bill
CORRIGAN
Age: 20
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 80 kg
Student

Educated at Wesley College,  where 
he was on the senior team for 4 
years. He is no stranger to Old 
Wesley having played through all 
levels of mini and youth rugby. 
Played 2 years at U20 level. Fifth 
season in the senior squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College and 
Napier University, Edinburgh. 
Ian has captained UL Bohemian RFC
and also played for Watsonians in 
Scotland. Joined Old Wesley this 
season. 

Tim played with Highfield before 
joining Old Wesley from UCC. He 
went to College in Galway and also 
played with Buccaneers. Fourth 
season with the senior squad.

Educated at Marian College and 
UCD. Ed played for Leinster Youths 
from U 16’s- U 19’s. He is a previous 
member of Wanderers FC. This is 
his second season with Old Wesley. 

Paul was educated at Presentation 
Cork and UCC. He has previously 
played for UCC, Cork Con and 
Sunday’s Well. He captained UCC in 
2016 and played Munster U 18/19’s. 
Second season with Old Wesley. 
Senior ‘Player of the Year’ 2018-2019.

Educated at Wesley College and 
UCD, Billy was on the winning team 
of the Vinny Murray Schools Cup 
in 2015/16. Second season with the 
senior squad. 

Alan 
GAUGHAN
Age: 31
Centre
Height: 5ft 11in
Weight: 87kg
Personal Trainer

Paul HARTE
Age: 32
Wing/Centre
Height: 5ft 9in
Weight: 82kg
Recruitment 
Consultant

Jack
HUNT
Age 19  
Centre / Wing
Height: 6ft 3ins 
Weight: 98kg
Student

Alan joined Old Wesley from Buccaneers 
RFC last season. He played for Garryowen 
and University of Western Australia. 
Represented Connacht at many levels 
including Senior, and Ireland U19/U20. 
A member of the Buccaneers teams that 
gained promotion to AIL 2 and 1b.

Prior to joining the Club, Paul played 
rugby in Australia for four years and 
previous to that he was a Buccaneers
player for six years. Last years 
captain, this season is his
fifth playing with Old Wesley. 

Educated at Rockwell College and 
UCD, Jack has represented Munster 
Schools at both u18s and u19s. He 
has also represented Ireland u18’s 
Schools, Ireland Clubs and Ireland 
u18’s 7s. First season with the Club.
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Sam 
ILLO
Age:  18
Prop Forward
Height: 6ft  1in
Weight: 117kg
Student

Richard JERMYN
Age:  28
Centre/Back Three
Height: 6ft  1in
Weight: 88kg
PM Consultant  - 
Environmental  and 
Sustainability

Sam
KENNY
Age: 20
Prop
Height: 6ft 2in
Weight: 112kg
Student

Educated at Wesley College, Sam has 
played both JCT and SCT for Wesley 
College and represented Leinster 
at u18 and u19 level. He has also 
represented Ireland at both Club 
and Schools at u18 level. He is now a 
member of the Leinster sub Academy.

Educated at Wesley College, UCD and 
Smurfit Business School, he played 
for Doha RFC and Old Streetonians, 
London. Richie played underage with 
Old Wesley and has been a consistent 
member of the Senior Squad since 
2010.

Sam was educated at Wesley 
College. He has played for Leinster 
U18 and played on the winning team 
of the Vinny Murray Cup in 2015/16. 
This is his second season playing in 
Old Wesley’s senior squad. 

Stephen 
McGIVERN
Age: 22
Prop
Height: 6ft 2in
Weight: 112kg
Trainee 
Accountant

Educated at Dundalk Grammar 
School, UCD and Smurfit Graduate 
Business School, Stephen has played 
with both Dundalk RFC and UCD. He 
represented Leinster Youth at U19s 
and 20s and was awarded a Sports 
Scholarship to UCD  from 2015-2019.

Tom KIERSEY
Age: 25
Out half
Height: 5ft 10in
Weight: 85kg
Business 
Development 
Executive

Educated at Waterpark College and 
UCD, Tom played for Waterpark, 
Lansdowne and UCC before joining 
Old Wesley last season. He has won 
two Division 1 AIL League titles with 
Lansdowne.

Paddy 
McKENZIE
Age:  19
Out-Half
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 88kg
Student

Conor
MAGUIRE
Age:  22
Hooker
Height: 5ft 11in   
Weight: 99kg
Student

Andrew 
McCRANN
Age:  28
Hooker
Height: 5ft 11in   
Weight: 102kg
Barista

Educated at Wesley College, Andrew 
played for the Under 21’s for three 
seasons and was on the Pennant 
winning team in 2010. Eighth season 
with the Senior Squad.

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Paddy joins from Wicklow 
RFC. Paddy has represented 
Ireland at u18 Clubs, u18 Schools 
and Leinster A at under 18, 19 and 
20 levels.

Educated at Colaiste na Hinse, 
Bettystown, Co. Meath. Conor 
captained North East Leinster, 
represented Leinster at U18, U19 
and U20 levels. He also played for 
Ireland at both U18 and U19. Fourth 
season in the senior squad. 

Dean
MCKEON
Age: 26
Prop
Height: 5ft 8in
Weight: 104 kg
Mechanic

Dean was educated at Marian 
College. He has previously played for 
Bective Rangers. Second year in the 
senior squad.
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James
O’DONOVAN
Age:  23
Centre
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 104kg
Coach

Harry
NOONAN
Age: 19
Prop
Height: 5ft 11in
Weight: 103kg
Student

Tom
O’CALLAGHAN
Age:  21
Wing
Height: 5ft 9in   
Weight: 80kg
Student

JJ
O’DEA
Age:  21
2nd Row
Height: 6ft 6in   
Weight: 100kg
Student

Kieran
MURPHY
Age:  29
Backrow
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 103kg
Instrumentation 
Technician

Educated at Wesley College and 
Trinity College, James won a 
Vinny Murray Cup Medal with Wesley 
College and has represented Ireland 
at Sevens. Third season with Old 
Wesley, having previously played 
with Trinity.

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Harry has previously played 
for Wicklow RFC and Greystones 
RFC where he was voted best junior 
player. A current member of the 
Leinster Under 20’s squad. Second 
season with the senior squad.

Educated at CBC Monsktown and 
UCD. Tom has represented Leinster 
at U18, U19 and U20 levels. Played 
for Ireland U18, 7’s. Third season 
with Old Wesley. Previously played 
with Lansdowne FC. 

Educated at St Patrick’s Classical 
School, Navan. Represented Ireland 
at U18 and U19 levels. 

Third season with Old Wesley. 
Previously played with Navan RFC.

Educated at Ballingarry Seconday 
School, Co. Tipperary and Limerick 
Institute of Technology. Kieran has 
previous played with both Cashel 
RFC and Univercity College Cork. 
Third season in the senior squad.

Craig
MILLER
Age:  24
Scrum Half
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 82kg
Farmer

Josh
MILLER
Age:  21
Outhalf
Height: 5ft 10in 
Weight: 80kg
Student

Cillian
MONAHAN
Age:  24
Centre
Height: 5ft 11in
Weight: 85kg
Consulting Analyst

Jack
MAYBURY
Age:  22
Outhalf / Utility Back
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 85kg
Student

Craig was educated at Kilkenny 
College and was Captain of the 
Senior Cup Team in 2012-13. 
Previously played with UL Bohemian 
RFC. Third season with the senior 
squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College, 
Josh represented Leinster at both 
Under 18 and Under 19 level.  
Player two years with Old Wesley 
u20s. Third season in the senior 
squad. 

Cillian was educated at Christian 
Brothers College,Cork. Third season 
in Old Wesley senior squad after 
joining from Dolphin RFC.

Educated at Wesley College, Jack 
played Senior rugby for the school for 
two seasons. He played for the Old 
Wesley U20’s that won the Purcell 
Cup in 2015. Jack joined the Old 
Wesley Mini Section at 5 years of age. 
Fourth season in the senior squad.
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Shane
O’HANRAHAN
 Age: 20
Scrum Half
Height: 5ft 11in
Weight: 79kg
Student

Charlie
O’REGAN 
Age: 26
Scrum Half
Height: 5ft 10in
Weight: 81kg
Business Analyst

Educated at CBC Monkstown and 
UCD, Shane played on the 2016/17 
Vinny Murray Cup winning team. 
This is his second full year with the 
senior squad. 

Charlie was educated at Christian 
Brothers College and UCC. He has 
previously played for UCC. Charlie 
played for Munster U 18’s/19’s and 
20’s. He joined Old Wesley in 2018 
and this is his second season in the 
senior squad.

Johnny 
O’SULLIVAN
Age:  29
Wing Forward
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 95kg
Consultant Engineer

Ed
O’KEEFFE
Age:  24   
Centre / Wing
Height: 6ft  
Weight:  94kg
Insurance

Donnchadh
PHELAN
Age:  28
Second/Back Row
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 104kg
Health & Safety Officer

Jeff
O’LOUGHLIN
Age:  20  
Centre/Wing
Height: 5ft 11ins 
Weight:   82kg
Student

Josh
PIM
Age:  23
Wing Forward
Height: 6ft    
Weight: 98kg
Student

Johnny has an Hons. Degree from 
Cork Institute of Technology (CIT) 
- Building Energy Systems. He has 
played the majority of his rugby with 
Kanturk RFC. Fourth season in the 
senior squad.

Educated at St Munchin’s College, 
Ed has represented the Irish 7s, the 
Ireland Club side and Ireland Rugby 
League. He began his rugby career 
with Thomond, then moved to Young 
Munster and has enjoyed time with 
Connacht, Viadana and joins Old 
Wesley this season from Sale Sharks.

A native of Galway, Donnchadh 
graduated from NUIG in 2015. 
Played with Corinthians RFC up 
until 2015. Played with Connacht 
at U18s, U19s and U20s level. 
Fourth season with Old Wesley 
senior squad.  

Educated at St. Michael’s College 
and UCC. Jeff represented Leinster 
at both u18 and u19 level and also 
played for St Michaels College SCT. 
First year with the Club.

Educated at Clongowes Wood College 
and NUI Galway. Josh played for 
Clongowes Wood College SCT in the 
final of the Leinster Schools Cup 
in 2014. He has also represented 
Connacht U20’s and Connacht A. 
Joined from Galwegians, third season 
with Old Wesley.

David
POFF
Age:  23
Centre
Height: 5ft 9ins
Weight: 88kg
Student

Mark
ROBINSON
Age:  25
Second Row
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 93kg
Student

Educated at Wesley College, 
David has represented Leinster at 
U19 and U20 level. He is also no 
stranger to the club, having played 
at all levels of mini and youth rugby. 
Fifth season in the senior squad.

Educated at St Andrew’s College, 
he was a member of the SCT from 
2009-2013. Mark has come through 
the mini rugby setup at Old Wesley 
since starting at the age of seven. 
Fifth season in the senior squad.
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Mark
ROWLEY
Age:  30
No. 8
Height: 6ft
Weight: 100kg
Rugby Coach

Elliot
RYAN
Age:  20  
Scrum-Half
Height: 5ft 7ins 
Weight: 72gm
Student

Rory
STYNES
Age:  30
Fullback
Height: 5ft 8in   
Weight: 85kg
Banker

Craig
TELFORD
Age:  33
Hooker
Height: 6ft 2in   
Weight: 110kg

Richard
WALSH
Age:  25  
Full Back
Height   6ft  
Weight 87kg
Trainee Accountant

William
STOTEN
Age:  18  
Backrow
Height 6ft 3ins  
Weight 102kg
Student

Luke
THOMPSON
Age:  19  
Hooker / Backrow
Height 5ft 10ins 
Weight 91kg
Student

Educated at Ardscoil Rís in Limerick
and the Mary Immaculate College.
Mark represented Munster U18
Schools and also USA U19s. Fifth
season with Old Wesley senior squad.

Educated at Presentation College, 
Bray, he played for Leinster at u17, 
u18 and u19 level. Represented 
Ireland at 7s when they were 
European Champions. Won McCorry 
Cup and All Ireland u20 medals with 
Trinity. Joins the Club this season 
from Trinity.

Educated at Carlow CBS. Rory 
Joined Old Wesley from Carlow. 
He represented Leinster and 
Ireland at Youth level. Tenth season 
in the senior squad.

Craig was educated at The Kings 
Hospital and played for Trinity 
College on leaving school where he 
was a member of the Senior Squad. 
Represented Connacht U20’s and 
played for the University of Western 
Australia. Eight season in the senior 
squad.

Richard has represented Irish 
Universities in 2018. He was a 
member of the UCC team that gained 
promotion to Division 1A and was 
on the Bandon RFC u19’s that won 
the All Ireland Cup in 2013. He was 
educated at Hamilton High School, 
Bandon and University College Cork.

Educated at Somerset College, 
Australia, William previously 
represented Bond University, 
Gold Coast, Queensland. He has 
also represented South Coast / 
Queensland.

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Luke has played with Wicklow 
RFC and with Lansdowne FC at u20s 
level. He captained Leinster Youths 
(u18s) in 2017 and also played for 
Leinster u19s
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Eric Cullinane
Physiotherapist

Frank O’Leary
Doctor

Nathan Cardy
Physiotherapist

Stephen Barry
Strength & Conditioning

Mark Maybury
Assistant Team 

Manager

Tom O’Brien
Video Analyst

2019- 2020 SEASON COACHING AND MANAGEMENT TEAM

Morgan Lennon
Head Coach

Alan Large 
Coach

David Rowley
Coach

Ian Dumbleton
Coach

Pat McDonald
Assistant Team 

Manager

David Jermyn
Team Manager

Graeme McCoy
Assistant Team 

Manager
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We’ve seen a lot  
of change over 60 years.

In fact we’ve pioneered a lot of it.
We’ve been going to school for over sixty years, constantly listening  

and adapting to the ever-changing needs of teachers and pupils across the country. 
From developing high-quality teaching content to innovative and exclusive online resources,  

we provide a wealth of materials all written and produced for teachers, by teachers. 
It is through this constant innovation that we have stood the test of time  

and to this day remain the first choice for thousands of schools.

We wish Old Wesley RFC the very best for the 2019-20 season.
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U20 Season Review

The Old Wesley u20s had a fantastic season in 2018/19 going from October to April 
unbeaten in the league and losing in the final of the Purcell Cup to a strong St. Mary’s 
team. All in all this team won 3 trophies.

We started in August with the Gerry Olin 
Memorial trophy by beating Terenure, followed by 
the Tucker McCoy Trophy against Shannon (both 
Pre-Season) and the highlight was winning the 
JP Fanagan Premiership 2 Trophy with 14 points 
to spare at the top of the division.  The team 
scored a staggering 613 points across all matches, 
averaging 28 points a game and over 4 tries per 
match and only conceded 348 points (averaging 
16 points per game)
 
This season, we had a phenomenal squad of 
players, coaches and a back room team that kept 
the show on the road in all conditions. The level 
of attrition for injuries was brutal at times with 
on two occasions, our pack being forced to play 
five front row players and supplementing them 
with two backs as flankers all at the same time. 
The level of commitment shown by the players 
was fantastic and one player, Sam Kenny attended 
67 of the 68 training sessions we held, starting in 
every match in our League and Cup Campaigns.
 
Most importantly we were able to guide them 
past their own expectations and belief and gave 
them the opportunity to play some of the best 
rugby that the u20s has seen for many years. 92 
tries scored by 22 different players gave this team 
a massive attacking platform, which really paid 
dividends when needed.
 
The season started with not being able to take 
control of a game and get out of the blocks quickly 
with 4 out of our 5 Pre-Season/Qualifier games 
all needing us to turn around a deficit at half-time 
(the best example was the Blackrock Qualifier 
24 nil down, at one stage coming back to lose by 
29-24). 

By the end of the League and Cup season, we 
had one game where we were behind at half time 
and that was pre-Christmas. This team grew in 
confidence and ability with every game, with a no 
fear and a never say die attitude, to holding on to 
the end. In the final of the Purcell Cup we were out 
played by a strong St. Mary’s team that finished 
second to us in the league and whom we had 
already beaten twice. It was a bitter pill to swallow 
but, on the day, the opposition played a stronger 
game than we did and we must not lose sight of 
the achievement of 16 straight victories.
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to work with this 
talented team of players and coaches and all the 
members of the backroom team. On behalf of the 
team, we would like to thank Mark Maybury and 
Dave Jermyn in the Rugby Group and outgoing 
President Willie Campbell, Adrian Hawe and Nigel 
Poff for attending as many games as possible 
throughout the season and for their positive 
support to us at all times.
 
A final word must go to the efforts of both 
Ronan O’Donovan and Ian Dumbledon as the 
two main coaches for this team, supported by 
Aindriu Conroy and Conor Lavelle for all of their 
dedication to training and coaching the lads in 
their early years with OId Wesley. Behind the 
scenes thanks to Declan Keane, Bernard Raftery, 
Taylan Buyukkaya and Declan Melvin for all of 
the dirty work in kit, logistics, management and 
videography. Thanks also to Nathan Cardy, Breff, 
Dave and Mike, all who have been our constant 
Physio companions sticking and bending the team 
back into place on a weekly basis.
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U20 Season in photos

Zac Bursey goes higher to secure 
possession in the lineout

Stephen Keane on the burst under the 
watchful eye of the referee
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A typical run by our big second row David Moyter

Andrew Vincent goes over for an excellent 
try against St. Mary’s in Donnybrook
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For free appraisal of your home, 
contact David Swaine 

on 01-2988508

O’BRIEN SWAINE

Offices at Dundrum, 
Clondalkin and City Centre

3A Mahers Terrace, 
Main Street, Dundrum, 

Dublin 14www.propertypartners.ie      T: 01-298 8508

O'Brien Swaine 2019_n_v3.indd   1 30/09/2019   07:52
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Junior Rugby
Last season was the most successful for Junior rugby in the history of the club, with the 
three Junior teams (3rds,4ths & 5ths) all winning silverware. This included a double by the 
3rds and we also reached the final of five out of six competitions open to us.

Training started in mid-August and from the 
start, numbers were very strong with a good 
mix of seasoned campaigners. youth and 20s. 
Pre-season included bringing a bus full of players, 
coaches and managers to a training day in Arklow 
Rugby Club, followed by a trip to the Wicklow 
Brewery in Redcross for food and pints.
 
A number of friendlies were played before 
the leagues kicked off, giving the teams an 
opportunity to get some much-needed match 
sharpness, so that they would be ready for the 
start of the campaigns.   
 
The 3rds played in ‘Metro 2’. They were coached 
by Brian Hastings, Jamie McConnell and Marc 
Warburton, who had joined the coaching team. 
Marc played for a number of years on our 1st XV 
and also played for the Irish Club side. His forward 
knowledge would prove invaluable. The side was 
managed by Stuart Kinlan, who was helped by 
Tennant McConnell, running the line.

In an extremely tough league which included 
St. Mary’s, Barnhall, Greystones, Wanderers and 
Blackrock 2nds, who were joined by Clontarf and 
Lansdowne 3rds, we won 10 out of 14 games 
finishing top of the league. Highlights included the 
double over St. Marys 2nds and a last-minute win 
away to Greystones. 

Finishing first meant we had home advantage in 
the league play-off final. Our opposition in the 
final was Blackrock - who were the only team we 
had failed to beat in the league section, losing 
twice. In a typically tight affair, we came out on 
top 17 – 13. 

A fantastic achievement considering the teams we 
faced during the season. It does, however, mean 
that we can’t get promoted, as our 2nds play in 
Metro 1 already and no club can have two teams 
in the same league, so we will continue to play in 
Metro 2 for season 2019/20.
 
In the O’Connell Cup we faced Coolmine in the 
first round, where we had a comfortable victory. In 
the semi we played Clontarf, who had beaten us in 
the league the week before, so we faced two trips 
in a row to Castle Avenue. In a bruising encounter 
we edged it in a fantastic game with both sides 
giving their all. In the final we played Terenure, 
who play in the league below. 

Terenure as always are a tough side to play and 
they gave it their all. The difference being that 
we played a higher level of opposition week in 
week out and Terenure weren’t used to the higher 
physical level and we won 30 – 20. The team was 
captained by Paddy Davis and Geoff Dand. Jamie 
Boyd and Tommy Emo were awarded honours 
scarfs.
 
The 4ths played in Metro 4, coached by Paul 
McClatchie, Al O’Connor and former 1st XV 
captain Richard Morrow. The team was managed 
by Ivan Sutton and Nigel Poff.  They were 
considered to be in a rebuilding phase, having lost 
a number of stalwarts to injury, retirement and 
emigration. We won 7 out of 12 league games.

The league included Stillorgan/Rathfarnham 1sts, 
Rathdrum 1sts, Malahide 2nds, Naas 3rds, UCD 
3rds and Mary’s 4ths. Malahide had finished top 
of the league, winning 11 out of 12 games. 



Tree surgery services
Invasive plant and Japanese Knotweed treatment 

For private & commercial clients

Free Quotations ~ Fully Insured

Crawford Kidd
Qualified Arborist

Ph: 01 2393284 
 

www.allabouttrees.ie  
info@allabouttrees.ie

Shankill Business Centre,
Station House,
Station Road,

Shankill,
Dublin 18.
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The runner up spot was up for grabs and was a 
battle between Naas and ourselves. Following 
a very tight run in, we finished 2nd, which, 
considering the team was rebuilding, was a 
fantastic achievement. 

In the final we were beaten 27 – 7 but the score-
line didn’t reflect the game as we had put in a very 
courageous performance.

In the Moran Cup, it gave us a realistic shot at 
silverware and with a number of recruits added 
to strengthen the squad, confidence of doing well 
was high. In the 1st round we beat Monkstown 
away 26 – 17. In the quarter final we beat a very 
good Wanderers side 38 – 31. In the semi we 
faced a very physical Garda and our youthful side 
came out on top 42 – 17. In the final we played 
Greystones, who brought a large vocal support. 

Greystones had finished top of Metro 5 and 
won the play-off final, so were confident they 
could do the double. The team had left their best 
performance to last and ran out comfortable 
winners 32 -17, a great finish to the season. 
Graham Claxton captained the side and Willie 
Wood and David Priestman were awarded 
honours scarves.

A special mention goes to Al O’Connor who was 
awarded the Danny O’Grady Cup for ‘Club Man 
Of The Year’. Al really stood up in a coaching and 
management role with the 4ths and fully deserved 
this award.
 
The 5ths played in Metro 6 on the back of winning 
a double-double. This team started life in Metro 
9 a few seasons back. The coaching staff included 
Graham Richmond, Colin Wallace and Dave 
Heelin, with the team managed by Jimmy Byrden. 
Dave Bursey had decided to take a step back to 
focus more on playing. The team was captained 
by Jonny Willis.

The extremely tight and very competitive league 
consisted of Old Belvedere 4ths, Terenure 4ths, 
NUI Barnhall 4ths, Coolmine 3rds, Trinity 3rds 
and Guinness. Belvo finished on top and we were 
runners up, finishing joint with Barnhall, but 
because we had beaten them on average by more 
points over our two league games, it meant we 
finished ahead of them.

The final was played in Belvedere after the 1sts AIL 
game and a big crowd had stayed on to support. 
In an extremely tight game, we came out on top 
15 – 14, which would be the 3rd year in a row this 
team would win the league and gain promotion.

“TMO moment” for the 4ths 
despite Greystones’ best efforts
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131 Rathgar Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6 

E: dcopelandassociates@gmail.com

W: www.dcopeland.ie

P: 01-4964 972 / M: 087-9690 935.

Junior ‘Players of the Month’ 2018-2019

Colin McDonald
February

Ian and Sam Pollock
January

Jamie Boyd
December

Luke DeRenzy
March

Cameron Wood
November

David Priestman
October

Jeff Dand
September
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In the Winters cup we played our friends from 
Tallaght in the 2nd round, coming out on top 
32 – 17. The week after beating Belvo in the league 
final, they were to gain revenge by beating us in 
the cup 27 – 14. The team was captained by Jonny 
Willis and Cameron Wood and Iain Pollock were 
awarded the honours scarves.
 
The weekend of the Friday 5th and Saturday 6th 
April will go down in history with all three teams 
winning their finals. The downstairs bar on the 
Saturday night was one of the most enjoyable in 
many years.
 
A big thank you goes to all the coaches and 
managers who made the sessions competitive but 
enjoyable, working closely on selection, collecting 
jerseys, water bottles, first aid, doing team-sheets 
and all the little things without which we wouldn’t 
have the success. Also, the players deserve great 
praise for the strong commitment they show 
through a long hard season.

It was great to see the family connections with 
President Willie, whose son Ivan was a member of 
the 3rds double winning side and senior deputy 
president Adrian, whose son Tim was also a 
member of the double winning side. 

Also great input from Nigel, Junior Deputy 
President, who has worked tirelessly for many 
years at junior level and without him none of 
this would have been achieved. He also kept the 
‘Junior Player of the Month’ award going last 
season.
 
As for the season ahead, we are delighted to 
have Robbie Love on board as Junior Deputy 
President. If the club can benefit from even half 
the commitment he gave as a player and then as a 
coach and manager, we will be in a good place.                      

A number of the Junior coaches have attended 
the Leinster training courses over the summer. 
This will add to the well planned and enjoyable 
sessions held through the year and as we only 
train one night a week, we have to cram a lot in to 
1½ hours. We have continued with a commitment 
to provide a physio at junior games, where 
possible, the cost of which is covered by the club. 
A big thank you to all the physios throughout the 
season, especially Big Mike.
 
So please don’t forget to support our Junior teams 
this coming season, where we can promise some 
very entertaining rugby.

Hugo Grattirola skips through a desperate tackle 
attempt during the Metro Division 6 league final
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3rds Review
The 3rd XV returned to training in late August on the back of a season without silverware, 
an oddity after successive seasons of promotion. 

While the step up in quality of opposition in Div 2 
was certainly felt at times, a strong finish to the 
season left the team in no doubt that they could 
compete for the top spot once again. 

The all-star coaching ticket of Brian Hastings, 
Jamie McConnell and Stuart Kinlan was joined this 
year by  former Ireland Club International Marc 
Warburton, who immediately set about building 
a steely set piece to add to our expansive and 
exciting brand of rugby. 

Our first fixture of the season saw the team 
take on the recently demoted St. Marys 2nds in 
Donnybrook. It was clear that the pre-season 
training had paid dividends as the team got off to 
a blistering start scoring two tries. Some quality 
play brought St. Mary’s back within reach, but 
some stout defence saw Old Wesley see the game 
out with a late try to secured a bonus point 35-14 
win. 

A tough away fixture to Lansdowne’s 3rds, 
followed. The rivalry had seen the teams engage 
in tight, hard fought fixtures over recent seasons 
and this was no exception. Old Wesley started the 
game strongly, building an early lead and went on 
to win 27-6.

Wanderers 2nd XV were next up and came to 
Donnybrook, unfortunately unable to field a full 
team. To their credit they didn’t concede but 
were obliged to drop to 14 players which would 
prove too high a hurdle to and were defeated by 
61-0. The win however proved costly as several 
key players were lost to injury, including captain 
Paddy Davis.

A quick turnaround to face Greystones 2ndsaway 
came next. It was a difficult game played in 
blustery condition which saw Wesley score a late 
try to get out of jail by 18-17.

Next up the sizeable challenge of Barnhall 2nds 
in Donnybrook. From the outset it was clear that 
Barnhall had come to play and set about imposing 
themselves through the set piece. Some stern 
words at half time, along with some commendable 
performances off the bench brought Old Wesley 
back into the game but, unfortunately, we lost 
15-18.

At this stage, the league table started to lose 
consistency, with the seemingly stronger teams 
all getting beaten by teams struggling early on. 
The message was clear, anything less than 100% 
would not suffice. Unfortunately, this was proven 
for Old Wesley in the next game, playing a well 
drilled Blackrock 2nds at home. Old Wesley 
started the game poorly, conceding two early 
scores. We rebounded with some excellent tries 
but Blackrock were awarded a penalty try to 
secure a 21-19 victory late in the game. 

Dusting themselves off after a two-week break, 
the team took on Clontarf at home. It was clear 
from the outset that the lessons had been 
learned. Old Wesley dominated the game, quickly 
establishing a lead and with some slick backline 
play scoring 5 tries in all for a bonus point 35-10 
victory.. 

A top of the table clash saw us take on St. Mary’s 
2nds again. Played on a heavy pitch in horrible 
conditions, which led to a difficult afternoon but 
we finally took control and ran out winners by 
27-16. The final game of 2018 saw the team take 
on Lansdowne at home. We started the game with 
a gale force wind at our backs that saw Old Wesley 
lead 11-0 at the break. Lansdowne battered the 
Old Wesley line for most of the second half.  
However, a great defensive effort saw us hold out 
to win 11-8 leaving Old Wesley top of the league at 
Christmas. 
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The team re-gathered in early January for a 
meeting which defined the rest of the season. 
The pre-season target of finishing as the best 
placed 3rd XV team was no longer acceptable and 
silverware was now demanded by all players and 
coaches.

Wanderers 2nds away was the first game of 
the New Year. This time a stiffer challenge was 
presented but Old Wesley, swept them aside 
scoring 6 tries to win by 38-7. Monday night 
lights was the setting for our next fixture against 
Greystones 2nds. We started the game well, 
employing a direct approach and in a dominant 
performance won 34-17., leaving Old Wesley 
knowing they were one win away from securing a 
playoff spot. 

We were acutely aware of the challenge that 
awaited us down in Parsonstown against Barnhall. 
Both teams sized each other up early and in a very 
tight encounter Wesley held out for a narrow 13-8 
win securing our position in the playoff league 
final. 

Transportation, logistics, sustenance, equipment 
and most importantly attire was the focus of 
attention as the annual trip to the coveted Blue 
Light was planned and executed with military 
precision. However, before the pilgrimage to 
Mecca, a pesky fixture against Coolmine’s 1sts 
away in the Albert O’Connell Cup. In a very 
tough encounter against a very strong side we 
prevailed by 19-32, a result which was celebrated 
well into the night overlooking Dublin, in highly 
questionable shirts. 

Old Wesley next travelled to Stradbrook to take 
on Blackrock’s 2nds. What had started as a light 
breeze at kick-off quickly descended into gale 
force winds, torrential rain with occasional sleet 
to boot. The game naturally settled into a tight, 
territorial game, which saw a grandstand finish 
but a lapse in concentration saw us concede a soft 
try at the stroke of full time. 

Arguably, the next game was the most 
disappointing, the last league fixture of the season 
with nothing to play for bar pride. Wesley travelled 
to face Clontarf’s 3rds and it was clear that the 
concentration wasn’t there and we conceded 5 
tries to lose 35 – 22. 

Old Wesley had the opportunity to immediately 
make amends taking on Clontarf again in the 
semi-final of the O’Connell Cup. In what was 
a hugely physical encounter we managed the 
game well, keeping the score board ticking over. 
Playing with the wind in the second half, Clontarf 
dominated possession but could not make it count 
and rarely threatened to score. This was thanks to 
a disciplined defensive effort which resulted in a 
21-18 win and two finals to look forward to. 

Playing in our first Albert O’Connell Cup final 
since a heart-breaking loss in 2015, fortress 
Donnybrook set the scene for a brilliant game of 
rugby against Terenure. Starting the game at a 
breakneck pace, Old Wesley’s backs tore through 
the Terenure defence for an early score. A second 
try from a well-executed set piece move started 
to make it look as if the game would get away 
from Terenure but they battled back to score at 

The Old Wesley 3rds celebrate winning the Albert 
O’Connell Cup against Terenure in Donnybrook
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the stroke of half time. We started the second 
half well and the scoreboard started ticking over 
again. With two further tries the game looked to 
be won, however Terenure mounted a fightback 
but ultimately left themselves with too much to 
do and we finishing 30-20 winners securing the 
Club’s first Albert O’Connell Cup win since 2011. 

Battered bodies taped themselves back together 
for one last shot at toppling Blackrock’s 2nds in 
the Leinster Metro Division 2 final in Donnybrook. 
The game started at a searing pace, but we 
failed to find the finishing touch with several 
gilt-edged scoring opportunities left behind. 
Blackrock started to apply pressure of their own, 
coming close to scoring, but a crucial turnover 
on the line left Blackrock leading 5-6 at half 
time. Blackrock started the second half brighter, 
running hard at the Old Wesley defence. However, 
some ill-discipline and a yellow card broke their 
momentum. Old Wesley scored their third try of 
the afternoon putting them within arms’ reach of 
the trophy at 17-6 up. Although Blackrock scored 
late to leave the full time score at 17-13. Old 
Wesley’s had achieved the double.

Strength in depth allowed the team to field, at 
times, 6 front rows during games, with props 
such as Michael Kearney, Sam Moore and Simon 
Goldsmith proving vital at various stages of the 
season. Gavin Telford continues to age like a fine 
wine, Colin McDonald, put in herculean shifts,. 
Scott McDonnell, Eric Parfrey and Dan Hall were 
all immense in the second row,. Tommy Emo, 
Jack Byrne & Ivan Campbell surely set records 
for dominant tackles throughout the season. 

Scrum-half Phil O’Leary was a fantastic addition 
to the squad, partnering well with Jamie Boyd 
who stepped into his new role of outhalf mid-
way through the season. In the centre, quality 
was in no short supply. The ability to field any 
combination of Paddy Davis, David Preistman, 
Michael Triggs and Luke Correll was often the 
make or break difference for the team. On the 
wings and at full back, Aaron McDonnell, David 
Braithwaite and the goal kicking Tim Hawe were 
stat machines.

Huge credit must go to Brian Hastings, Jamie 
McConnell, Marc Warburton and Stuart Kinlan 
for their tireless commitment throughout the 
season. Thanks, must also go to the Junior Deputy 
President, Nigel Poff, an ever-present support to 
the team and Tennant McConnell for keeping his 
grandson George safe from Jamie’s tirades on 
the side-lines. Unlike many other clubs around 
the country, junior rugby at Old Wesley is in rude 
health, and this is a testament to the support from 
everyone in the club. As a team we are thankful 
we were able to partially repay this investment 
with our success and were proud winners of the 
Old Wesley ‘Team of the Year’ at this season’s 
AGM.

Jeff Dand

Paddy Davis, Captain, hold the 3rds League Trophy aloft following their victory 
over Blackrock 2nds in the Metro Division 2 Final in Donnybrook
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paul@engagepeople.ie 
+353 (0)1 699 4530 
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Clanwilliam Court, 

Block 1, Lower Mount 
Street, Dublin, D2  
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Aligning business  
with financial talent   

Engage People is a specialist Irish recruitment firm, 
connecting ambitious career orientated candidates 
and clients. 
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❖ Insurance 

BigFish
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4ths Review
The 4ths have long been one of Old Wesley’s most popular teams. A fondness for the 
post-match refreshments has often been seen as a prerequisite for membership of the 
group. 

In recent years, however, they have added to 
their endeavours off the pitch with a period of 
sustained success on it. With several League and 
Cup victories over the past few seasons, they have 
shown that it is possible to burn the candle at 
both ends! 

While 2017/2018 was a down year on the field due 
to a host of retirements, last season proved to 
be a return to form for the 4ths Squad. A strong 
league performance culminated in a dominant 
and ultimately successful Cup run. This has set the 
tone for a new group of players to add to the rich 
story of the famed Old Wesley 4ths. As with any 
good story however, there were twists and turns 
aplenty along the way.

Led by the Management team of Paul McClatchie 
(Head Coach), Richie Morrow (Assistant Coach), 
Alan O’Connor, Ivan Sutton and the indomitable 
Nigel Poff, the Metro Division 4 season kicked 
off away to St. Mary’s on an unusually cold 
September night. There was little to warm the 
Wesley hearts as a disjointed and undisciplined 
performance led to an opening night defeat. 

The squad contained numerous players new to 
the group and new to the scintillating proposition 
that is junior rugby. Seeing the potential this 
defeat had to derail the season before it had a 
chance to begin, the smattering of wily veterans in 
the squad knew that it was up to them to set the 
tone and lead this young team on their way. 

New Captain, Graham Claxton and his lieutenants, 
Andrew Handcock and David Flower were 
instrumental in keeping things positive early on 
and making sure that none of the new crop were 
not too disheartened. 

They, along with the coaching staff, knew that the 
season ahead would be long and the chance to 
right our wrongs was never too far off.  

Wesley responded with two emphatic victories 
over Stillorgan and Rathdrum, playing a free 
flowing brand of rugby beneath the Donnybrook 
lights, that showcased all that is good about 
Wesley Rugby, with Willie Wood and Wolfe 
Purcell providing the direction from half-back, 
while the likes of David Priestman Jnr. and Alan 
Doyle helped themselves to a hatful of tries. A 
second defeat of the season followed, away to 
a very strong Malahide 2nds but after the first 
four matches, our boys were well within touching 
distance of the leaders. 

As the trees shed their leaves and autumn became 
winter, the winning ways returned. Wins over UCD 
and revenge over St Mary’s allowed Wesley to 
separate themselves in the league standings. It 
was becoming clear that it would be a two horse 
race between ourselves and Naas to join runaway 
league leaders Malahide in the league final. The 
final game before the Christmas break saw 2nd 
and 3rd place go head to head. After a long trek in 
Friday evening traffic, a young Wesley side showed 
huge courage to be in touching distance at half-
time, only for the referee to come a cropper with 
an injury resulting in an abandonment of the 
match. 

When the re-fixture took place a week later, 
Wesley were severely weakened as a result of the 
Christmas festivities, nonetheless the young guns 
managed to secure a bonus point in a wide open 
42-25 defeat. 
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One of the principal positives of the season was 
now beginning to present itself; Our lads would 
never relent in the face of unfavourable odds and 
would never stop playing until the final whistle 
blew. 

The New Year began in disappointing fashion 
with two losses. The first, away to Rathdrum 
courtesy of a last minute try concession. The Ivy 
Leaf Grounds in Rathdrum have almost taken on 
a mythical aura as a place where Wesley teams 
go to die. The second defeat was, however, a 
contender for match of the season. With the 
hugely impressive Malahide 2nds in Donnybrook, 
Wesley rushed out to a 20-7 lead early on. 
Unfortunately, the superior size and organisation, 
that comes from being a second’s team in a senior 
club, saw Malahide reel us in. This highly exciting 
encounter finished 37-25 and again was full of 
positives. 

New names had started to stand out with honest 
and dynamic performances, the likes of Mark 
Rouse, Luke Corish, and Australian import Sam 
Conner all contributed to an improved standard 
of play. We won our remaining league games to 
advance to a League Final away to Malahide. 

Despite an incredible effort from all involved we 
could not bridge the gap which had manifested 
itself in two earlier fixtures and lost gallantly. 
Heads were held very high however as each time 

we played them we had gotten a little bit closer. 
For our group to challenge a side like this was 
hugely impressive. Many of the Malahide club 
members remarked how we had been their most 
difficult opposition all year. 

It had been a really challenging season to 
this point from both a mental and physical 
perspective. You would be forgiven for expecting 
the lads to start dreaming of the end of the 
season and the boundless promise of summer, 
however nothing energises an Old Wesley team 
like the proposition of a Cup run. 

A second place finish in the league increased 
our appetite for success in the Moran Cup. This 
coincided with the huge boost of club stalwart 
Guy Cresswell returning from his travels through 
South America to provide huge leadership and 
dynamism from number 7 for the run in. 

The first round saw us defeat a fancied 
Monkstown squad on their home patch. The 
forwards set the agenda early on with combative 
play from the ever present Andy Sullivan and Iain 
Pollack setting the platform for some exhilarating 
attacking play. 

A hugely impressive win had everyone believing 
that silverware was a very real prospect.  A second 
round win over Wanderers was equally impressive. 

The victorious 4ths who defeated Greystones 
in Donnybrook to win the Moran Cup
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However, this was marred by a serious injury to 
our out-half Wolfe Purcell, a hugely creative and 
influential player, everyone was saddened to lose 
him for the remainder of the season. 

We are delighted to report that he has suffered 
no ill effects and is back fighting fit. The semi-final 
saw a dismantling of the Garda Rugby Club in 
Donnybrook. We fought the law and the law lost. 

The final saw Greystones make the journey to 
Dublin 4. They had won Metro Division 5 in 
dominant fashion and Wesley were on high alert 
that this would be no easy game. The opening 
exchanges were highly physical but our lessons 
had been learned, our preparation accurate and 
our bodies and minds primed. 

An inspired display by Sean Balance and Luke 
De Renzy moved our team around the pitch with 
the grace and precision of a chess grand master 
moving his pieces around the board. We scored 
some scintillating tries and won quite comfortably 
in the end. Captain Graham Claxton received the 
Moran Cup to put the full stop on an incredible 
season. 

The coaching and management staff are 
very proud of the individual and collective 
development over the season. The lads are a 

pleasure to work with and we cannot wait for the 
new season to begin.  

After tasting both defeat and success in our two 
Finals last year, we have a taste for success and 
have no doubt the current 4ths can emulate 
their recent forbears in adding many more Blue 
Pennants to the Wesley Bar. 

The coaching and management staff would 
also like to thank everyone within the club for 
their continued support throughout the year. In 
particular we would like to congratulate Willie 
Campbell on a fantastic year as Club President 
and wish Adrian Hawe all the best for the year 
ahead. 

Allez le Wes. 

Sean Balance cuts through the Greystones defence in 
the Moran Cup final with Willie Wood in close support
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5ths Review
The infamous 2016/17 and 2017/18 seasons for the legendary 5ths have rightly gone 
down in club folklore, it was indeed the “double double”. Few thought that they would 
ever see the like of such a consistent run of exemplary achievement ever again. 

The two seasons harvesting consecutive 
promotions from Division 8 and Division 7 
was some feat. At the start of the 2018/ 2019 
Metro Division 6 season the general murmur  
throughout the club was that the 5ths will find it 
hard and that they have surely met their match 
in Division 6. Surely a breather for the trophy 
cabinet this season was on the cards.  

The strong roots that held the team in place 
when the going got tough were still there, 
notwithstanding several changes in personnel. 
Graham Richmond agreed to continue to uphold 
the mantle of head coach. However, the upsetting 
news that David Bursey would be taking a back 
seat was a hard pill to swallow. The powers to be 
in junior rugby undertook a recruitment drive to 
fulfil the Bursey void. None other than hardened 
Old Wesley journeymen David “Heelo” Heelan 
and Colin “8 Ball” Wallace were honoured to be 
asked, and immediately accepted the challenge 
to get involved in the coaching set up for the 
galacticos of Leinster 5ths rugby. These additions 
were heavily bolstered and reinforced by the 
elite managerial prowess of Jimmy Byrden and 
the governance wizardry of Nigel Poff. Without 
their commitment and professionalism, the 
Fifths would never have achieved what we did. As 
players, we owe a debt of gratitude to those men.

2018 presented a new season but the same goal, 
the treble double!! Some of the talent from the 
fifths team players such as Conor Sommerville, 
Peter Quigley, Stephen Keane, Michael Kearney 
and Chris Donaldson moved on or moved up to 
greener pastures, additionally we knew pressure 
would mount as the talent of clubmen such as 
Alex Bailey, Rob Fitzgerald, Andy Sullivan, Ian 
Pollack and Sam Pollack would increasingly be 
called upon by superior ranked teams in the 

upcoming season. The fifths had rebuilding to 
do, some of the new faces included Mark Barrett, 
Conor Byrden, Luke De Renzy, Andrew Godsil, 
Nigel Lowther, Jamie Salinger and Jonny Willis.

The season started with a trip to Lakelands for 
a game against the Terenure fourths, or so they 
said. The perfect start to the season did not go to 
plan with Terenure winning 41-0. Had we bitten 
off more than we can chew? Were two promotions 
in a row one step too far?  By the next weekend, 
the Old Wesley men were refocused from the off 
and in contempt of facing a strong Old Belvedere 
side, who the last two seasons had missed out on 
promotion narrowly losing in play off finals. The 
Fifths showed courage, bounce back ability and 
strong attacking play by securing a 26-7 home 
victory.

The Fifths were well aware that this change in 
fortune, following the heavy loss on the first day 
of the season, had to be hammered home by 
stringing together a good run of results. They duly 
obliged with wins against a fit and physical Trinity 
team away in Santry, and home to a physical yet 
well-disciplined Guinness side in Donnybrook. Old 
Wesley unfortunately were unable to maintain 
their winning ways into the start of November. 
A trip to a heavy and thick pitch at Ashbrook to 
face Coolmine was a stumbling block losing 15-10.  
The following week the Fifths rallied and secured 
a resounding 39-7 bonus point victory against 
Barnhall in Donnybrook. 

The icing on the Christmas cake would have been 
to finish the year with a victory against Terenure in 
December. The fixture was at home for Old Wesley 
but, due to congestion in Donnybrook the Fifths 
had to venture to Ballycorus for the first and only 
time in the season. 
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The score at half time was nil all. This thrilling 
encounter was heavily influenced by the rain and 
sleet that blew horizontally across the pitch for 
the entire game. Even a 10-minute cameo in the 
second half from Colin Wallace did not rally the 
troops and in fact, could have cemented defeat 
as Terenure fell over the line just before the final 
whistle to secure a 7-0 win. The first half of the 
season was mixed in terms of results with 4 wins 
and 3 loses. However, because of the competitive 
nature of the league we sat in second at Christmas 
behind Old Belvedere, sitting pretty on top.

First game back after the break was on a dank, 
dark and cold Saturday evening in early January 
away to league leaders Old Belvedere. Due to 
a number of festive travel commitments, Old 
Wesley’s numbers were slightly depleted. Old 
Belvedere fared better, and we lost the game 21-5.  
Spirits were deflated as the top spot in the league 
looked out of grasp. However, we knew from our 
experiences in the first half of the season that if 
we won a couple of games on the bounce second 
place could easily be secured. 

The following three fixtures produced three well 
deserved victories. First up, a tightly fought 24-22 
win against Trinity at home. Then a trip to the 
infamous Iveagh Grounds to play Guinness. Gresh 
was on duty abroad, so the experienced behemoth 
David Bursey came down to lead a traditional 
style warmup, deliver a rousing team talk and don 

a jersey to make a couple of impact appearances 
off the bench. This all aided the Fifths in delivering 
a resounding 33-12 victory. The third win was 
43-29 against Coolmine in a high scoring closely 
fought encounter in Donnybrook. 

Prior to the last league game of the season Old 
Wesley were sitting second in the league, Old 
Belvedere were already out of sight on top. 2nd 
position would secure a place in the final to have 
a crack at becoming Division 6 champions and 
achieve a third successive promotion. The final 
league game was against Barnhall who were 
lying in 3rd place, four points behind 2nd. The 
game was a tough one with Barnhall fielding a 
strong physical side. Unfortunately, Old Wesley 
lost the game 20-7, Barnhall scoring 3 tries to 
Old Wesley’s 1, so the teams were level on points 
in the league. The decision of who would end 
up finishing second would come down to tries 
scored by each team in the two games between 
each other. Thanks to the 7 tries to 1 victory 
against Barnhall in Donnybrook in the first half 
of the season the Fifths secured second position, 
and a place in the final against local rivals Old 
Belvedere.

The League final was held at Anglesea Road, 
the Old Belvedere and Old Wesley senior teams 
graciously and respectfully agreed to play their 
AIL fixture as a warm up game to the highly 
anticipated Metro Division 6 final. 

The Old Wesley 5ths celebrate after their thrilling 15pts to 14pts 
Metro League Division 6 victory over Old Belvedere at Anglesea Road
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The tense tight affair was certainly not a 
disappointment for the crowd. At half time the 
scores were level at 7 all. Old Wesley’s points 
were courtesy of a great opportunistic try from 
Hugo Grattirola, with Luke De Renzy adding the 2 
points. Every member of the Fifths squad that day 
laid their body on the line and wore their heart on 
their sleeves. 

Standout performers were half back pair Cameron 
Wood and Luke DeRenzy, the extremely mobile 
front row of Alex Bailey, Iain Pollock and Sam 
Pollock, and of course, the skilful lightning backs, 
Shane Sweeney and Hugo Grattirola to name but 
a few. Old Belvedere came into their stride in the 
second half, however Old Wesley were certainly up 
for the challenge. A great try from Shane Sweeney 
put Old Wesley 12-7 ahead at the 55-minute 
mark. De Renzy coolly added another three points 
from a penalty with 15 minutes left on the clock. 
Old Belvedere crossed the line and converted to 
bring the score difference to 1 point, 14-15 with 
10 minutes to go. Old Belvedere held most of the 
possession for the final 10 minutes. 

The Fifths applied huge pressure in defence and 
ultimately it was an Old Belvedere knock on that 
led to the referee blowing the final whistle. We had 
done it, a third consecutive promotion. Following 
the ceremonial formalities, the Fifths gladly set 
sail up Angelsea Road to join the many successful 
teams in the club that evening, to enjoy a night 
which will certainly go down as one of the greatest 
nights in Old Wesley club history.

The Winters Cup campaign and the road 
to achieve the unthinkable “Treble Double” 
commenced with a well-earned first round bye. 
A victory against the old foe Tallaght in the 2nd 
round secured a home semi-final match up 
against none other than our league rivals Old 
Belvedere. 

The epic encounter in the league final was the 
weekend before the cup semi-final fixture. Old 
Belvedere were well and truly baying for blood. 
Old Wesley, in the aftermath of a league final, 
were feeling the effects of a long abrasive season, 
where the entire squad fought like Trojans and 
celebrated like Romans. The prevailing factors 
ultimately led to a defeat. Unfortunately, the 
dream of winning three consecutive cups and 
leagues was over. On a positive note the defeat 
leaves a chink of light for another Old Wesley 
team in the coming decades or centuries to try 
to supersede the Fifths by achieving the “treble 
double”. One thing is for sure, the legendary Fifths 
will give four consecutive league promotions a 
good rattle in the forthcoming season.

In conclusion none of this would have been 
achieved without the hard work, passion and 
dedication shown by players, coaches and 
alickadoos alike. I am honoured and privileged to 
have led a group of such excellent people. Here’s 
to four in a row!

Junior ‘Player of the Year’ Iain Pollock shows his determination as 
he breaks through the Belvedere defence in the final
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Season 1989-90 was a big year for our 2nd XV, 
when, for only the second time in the club’s 
history, a team won the league and cup double.  
The team was captained by the well seasoned 
Dave Priestman and was coached by Doug McCoy, 
George Wallace and Robert Acton.  

The team included many Old Wesley household 
names, including this year’s Club President 
Adrian Hawe. In the league we played Lansdowne, 
Ashbourne, Bective Rangers, Tullamore, UCD, 
North Kildare and CYM before advancing to the 
semi-final and final where we beat St. Mary’s.  

In the cup Old Wesley beat Dublin University 
(Trinity) in the final.  As an added bonus we went 
on to win the President’s plaque beating Navan, 
a competition played between the winners of the 
Metro Cup and the Provincial Town’s Cup.

The same season, the 3rds, who the previous year 
had won the double, also had a very successful 
season.  Under the captaincy of Declan Keane 
they won the league competition beating 
Suttonians in a very tight final.

So it was a very good time for both of these 
teams. After having experienced some lean years 
in between, both our 2nds and 3rds are well and 
truly back to the strong level they were at 30 years 
ago. Last season our 2nds were double finalists, 
unfortunately losing on both occasions, whilst 
exactly 30 years on the 3rds repeated their double 
win of 88/89. 

Long live junior rugby.

Back Row (L-R): Derek McCullough - President, Doug McCoy - Coach, George Wallace - Coach, Sammy 
Acheson, Mark Wilson, Colin Motyer, Mervyn Harris, Eamon Masterson, Paul Allen, Timmy McMullen, 
Dick Parr - Bagman, Robert Acton - Manager. Middle Row: Brendan Mills, Adrian Hawe, Des Jackson, 
Dave Priestman, Alastair Pim, Dermot Strong, Johnno White. Front Row: Glen Kilroy, and Philip Jones.

30 years on - 2nds win double and 3rds win league

19
89

Captain Declan Keane raises aloft the cup
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Presidential trio give their 
support in Ballynahinch

Familiar faces watch 
with interest

Deep concentration 
required in the stand

Getting a bird’s eye view

Terrace Support

Grandad on duty
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As we kick off another season of rugby at Old Wesley, 
another group of members are also preparing for the 
return from the off season, dusting off the boots and 
getting the fitness back up to scratch.

We currently have 5 active referees who officiate 
on the provincial and national panels. Simon 
Owens and Paul BK referee across the province 
while Old Wesley is represented on the IRFU 
national panel by Nigel Correll, Andrew Cole and 
myself. Away from matches, we are all involved 
in regular assessments, video reviews, seminars 
and training where we focus on trends and key 
areas in the game.
While not on the pitch, we have several 
other members who are involved across 
various functions. Wayne Sheridan is a citing 
commissioner and regularly travels across 
Europe and beyond to oversee Club and 
International fixtures. Andrew Baird is a 
timekeeper and big screen controller in the 
RDS and the Aviva. Ex international referee 
Alan Lewis works with the top Irish referees on 
coaching and development while Mark Gargan 
heads up the Referee Committee in the Leinster 
Referees Association.
Last season had some significant highlights 
for our referees. Andrew Cole returned from 
Australia in December and was promoted to 
the national panel. Old Wesley had 3 officials on 
the sidelines for the Ireland v England Women 6 
Nations match - Glenn and Andrew as 4th and 
5th officials with Wayne as citing commissioner. 
Nigel Correll took charge of the Bateman Cup 
final between Garryowen and Armagh in the 
Aviva, one of the (unfortunately few) nationally 
televised club games. 
Personally, I was delighted to be appointed to 
referee the schools JCT Cup Final above between 
St. Michaels and Blackrock in Donnybrook, a 
fantastic occasion with an injury time try to win it.

Our club is 
certainly well 
regarded as 
a welcoming 
place for match 
officials. At the 
annual referees 
dinner at the end 
of last season, 
Old Wesley was 
awarded the 
“Club of the 
Year” as voted 
by all referees 
in the Leinster 
branch. This was the second consecutive year 
to win the award, something no other club has 
done previously. (It’s important to keep our 
standards and continue to welcome visiting 
officials at all levels who give their time to 
facilitate our matches.) A World Cup year is an 
exciting one for our officials and we are delighted 
to have Andy Brace representing us from the 
IRFU. As television coverage and technology 
advance, so too does the scrutiny on our officials 
and as always, we pride ourselves on our high 
reputation on the international stage.

We are always looking for new members to take 
up refereeing and I would be happy to speak to 
anyone interested in learning more. It’s a great 
way to keep fit, be an active part of the game and 
provides opportunities to travel both nationally 
and internationally. On behalf of our OWRFC 
officials, I’d like to wish all our teams the best of 
luck for the season and we all look forward to 
seeing you in the clubhouse for a pint.

Glenn Sheridan

Immediate Past President Willie 
Campbell and Wayne Sheridan, 
Citing Commissioner, display the 
Leinster Referees Association “Club 
of the year Award” plaque, won for 
the second year in a row by the Club.
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Wesley College Dublin

Wesley College, Ballinteer, Dublin 16
Telephone: (353) 1 2987066   Fax: (353) 1 2987406    Email: info@wesleycollege.ie

Website: www.wesleycollege.ie 

Committed to academic excellence and the
development of the whole person, Wesley  College
provides the best possible start in life for every
student.

� High academic standards
� Unrivalled library, music and technology centres
� Outstanding sporting facilities – rugby, hockey,

tennis and badminton
� Five and seven day boarding options with modern,

high quality boarding facilities
� Friendly and positive community atmosphere 
� SEC grants, music scholarships and bursaries

available 
� Just 500m from the M50 - set in 50 acres.

Wesley College prides itself on its positive ethos,
Christian values, extra-curricular programme, pastoral
care and inclusive community spirit. Please contact the
College for a prospectus or to arrange to see the
College and our boarding facilities.

Prove all things; 
hold fast that 
which is good.
1 Thessalonians, chap.5, v.21

Wesley college A4 portrait:Layout 1  25/06/2015  18:38  Page 3
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Mini and Youth Review   
….A look back on last season
It was another busy season in 2018/19 for our 
Mini and Youth Teams.  All teams participated 
in their various age grade Leinster Metro games 
and various Blitzes, both at home and away. Our 
U10’s, coached by Ronan Duffy were invited to 
play in the Kettle Cup Festival which was held 
in Mullingar on 6th April last. The U12’s (Aidan 
Gordon, Karl Reid and Simon Owens) were 
selected to play the half time in the ERCC quarter 
final in the AVIVA on 30th March with Boyne, 
Seapoint and Wicklow. This was a fantastic 
experience for the Players, Coaches and Parents.  

A few of the Teams, notably the U11’s and U12’s 
organised end of season trips. A “Wezz Revisited” 
Fundraiser night was organised for mini/youth 
team parents in Donnybrook in February. All who 
attended said it was a great night and thoroughly 
enjoyable.  We hope to be more active this season 
with more social gatherings and we will be looking 
for your support. We had one incoming tour from 
Brixham, Devon playing our U15’s in Donnybrook 
on 14th April. From our U15’s team, five players 
had Leinster trials and one player, Daniel Rigney 
(No. 8) made the Metro Squad.  Peter McCabe 
(Prop), Ben Gouldson (Centre), Oscar Hurley 

(Prop) and Tom Larke  (Outhalf) are on the Metro 
Development Panel in Donnybrook.  We wish 
the boys the very best in their involvement with 
Leinster Rugby. Our U13’s got to the semi-final 
of the Cup Competition. I invite you to read 
the various Team Reports for more in-depth 
information regarding the teams and players 
and view the various photo memories and 
achievements.  

I would like to thank everyone involved in Mini/
Youth Rugby for another successful season. I 
welcome on board this season both Andrew 
Bowers and David Foulds who will be developing 
and expanding our Mini and Youth scene.  

We are currently running teams from U6’s 
(Born 2014) up to U17’s (2003). If you need any 
information regarding Mini/Youth Rugby in Old 
Wesley please send us an email at:

mini.youth@oldwesley.ie 
I wish our President, Adrian Hawe and all Teams in 
Old Wesley RFC, a safe, enjoyable and successful 
season for 2019/20.

Patricia Parfrey   
Co-ordinator, Mini and Youth Rugby.



86A Club for Life

As coaches we had big boots to fill this year with 
Ronan and Neville moving up to the under 8’s 
after so many years. The lads had done a fantastic 
job with the U6/7’s and so we entered the season 
feeling a little bit like what Andy Farrell must be 
feeling having to take over from Joe Schmidt.

We set out at the start of the season with the goal 
of trying to ensure that each and every player 
had fun and enjoyed training. We were very lucky 
to have a large number of players back from the 
previous season, supplemented by a great crop 
of enthusiastic new recruits. The attitude and 
commitment of the players and their willingness 
to get stuck in made our task very easy. They were 
a fantastic group of kids who were a pleasure 
to coach and consistently turned out in great 
numbers. 

There is something amazing about that bottom 
corner of the pitch where we train, in that no 
matter what is happening, weather wise, around 
Dublin or the country, it is always playable. It 
enabled us to create great momentum through 
the season and build towards our two main focal 
points – blitzes in De La Salle Palmerston and Old 
Belvedere.

The Kieran Burke festival in De La Salle 
Palmerston at the end of February was a new 
addition to our schedule. We performed really 
well scoring plenty of tries and making plenty of 
tips. More importantly, the players really enjoyed 
getting the chance to display their skills and pit 
themselves against other teams.

The Old Belvedere festival is a regular on the 
calendar and always a great way to finish off the 
season. Having had a bit of experience from the 
previous blitz, it was brilliant to see the players 
more comfortable against other teams and again 
display all their skills. From a coaches’ point of 
view, it was wonderful to see the attitude of the 
players, particularly in defence, where the players 
never gave up and chased down everything. 
The teamwork and passing skills the players 
showcased were also very impressive.

While we do the easy part on the pitch, there is a 
mountain of work that goes on in the background 
to enable the minis to function. We would 
particularly like to thank Patricia for co-ordinating 
everything and putting all the support structures 
in place for us coaches. Also a big thank you to 
all the crew for manning the club on a Sunday 
morning and having the teas and coffees ready to 
warm us up.

As coaches we were very lucky this year to have 
Darragh Copeland, a 4th year student in Wesley 
College, as part of our team. Darragh gave of 
his time freely every Sunday morning and was a 
brilliant help to us. To have a 4th coach enabled 
us to keep the groups small and really focus on 
the players skills. Thank you Darragh.

A big thank you must also go to the parents for 
ensuring we always had good numbers, hail rain 
or shine. If the players enjoyed the season half as 
much as we did they had a great time!!
 

Shane, Chris & Michael

U6-U7 Report 
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As is the case every year Under 8 rugby is a 
daunting place for players and coaches alike 
with the introduction of a number of new skills 
and challenges.  It was a gentle introduction in 
September with the focus on brushing off the 
summer cobwebs and getting used to the feel of 
the ball in hand, all too quickly followed by the 
feel of a tackle!  

The introduction to these new skills was aided 
by a Coaching Master Class provided by Morgan 
Lennon, Old Wesley Senior Coach and his Squad, 
helping to prepare the Mini and Youth coaches for 
the season ahead.  In addition to this the coaching 
team attended a number of ‘Coach the Coach’ 
sessions throughout the season facilitated by the 
Leinster Branch.

With the coaching skills brushed up and passed 
on, everyone took to it as best as you can expect 
any 7 year old to do. It’s not easy to drop your 
shoulder and hit your 
pals as hard as possible 
with the intention 
of knocking them to 
the ground, all whilst 
remembering where to 
put your head arms legs 
and most importantly 
cheeks (hearing the 
words cheek to cheek 
never failed to get a 
giggle from the players).

The focus remained on the introduction of 
these new skills, reiteration of the basics with as 
much fun thrown in as possible.  This strategy 
of a gentle pathway to full contact rugby was to 
continue into the second half of the season with 
the introduction into competitive fixtures reserved 
for Under 9’s.  

That said, we did arrange for our first friendly of 
the season to be a Donnybrook home tie with our 
neighbours Bective Rangers. The change from 
training was apparent with the pace and intensity 
a step up from the sessions to date and we were 
given some valuable lessons.  

Both players and coaches alike revelled in the 
experience.  Just as important as the rugby itself, 
bonds were made in the clubhouse after the 
game. 

U8 Report 
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We entered into the annual Old Belvedere 
Blitz, and with some intensive training sessions 
following our Bective friendly, it was a much 
anticipated event. Keeping the team hungry paid 
dividends and they showed they revel in the 
big occasion, performing excellently in all our 
games. Even better was the opportunity to have 
a second crack at Bective. We did not disappoint 
(not that anyone was keeping the score). The team 
not only enjoyed their rugby but their maturity, 
sportsmanship and sense of fair play towards 
fellow team mates, opposition and officials is 
something Old Wesley are very proud of.

We finished the season off with a Kids vs Adults 
touch rugby extravaganza (I have the photos 
to prove it).  Great fun was had by all and it is a 
wonderful way to finish any season.  

I would like to thank all the Parents and Kids for 
their support this year. Our numbers were limited 
but the dedication show by everyone bodes well 
for the future, it is quality over quantity but this 
commitment embodies our motto “A Club for 
Life”.  

Last but not least, on behalf of all the Coaches, 
I would like to especially thank all the off pitch 
volunteers for their continued support and hard 
work, to Patricia, Jenny, Melissa and Sandra thank 
you.

Ronan Bools.

Under 8 Coaching Team: Ronan Bools, Neville 
Moran, Brendan Wall and Chris Steele.

U8 Report 
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The under 9s had a great season in 2018-2019 
and we welcomed a number of new players to the 
team in September. Another year of firsts, this year 
it was first scrum and lineout. The season started 
with all players wanting to be involved in every 
scrum and players running away from it by the end 
of the year!
We started off the season with a number of 
training sessions before our first blitz away in 
Greystones. We fielded two teams and the games 
were played in beautiful sunshine. The games were 
friendly but the competitiveness started to come 
out before long. Both teams played 3 matches and 
scored a number of tries. 
We participated in the Metro Blitz during the year 
and were involved in 4 blitzs pre Christmas. The 
first was away in Old Belvedere. A 9.00am start 
so not an easy one for the parents! However the 
players were delighted to be greeted by Ollie 
Campbell with the 6 Nations and Triple Crown 
trophies. We played 4 matches and the rugby was 
free flowing and very good quality for the start of 
the year. 
We hosted our first blitz in Donnybrook in 
November, where we played DLSP and Wanderers. 
The sun was shining again and all the players were 
excited to play on the main pitch (and didn’t mind 
that there weren’t many in the stands). There were 
some excellent tries scored and strong tackles 
made by both Wesley teams. All matches were 
played in great spirit. The next blitz saw the under 
9s play Wanderers and Terenure in Wanderers. The 
two Wesley teams put up a strong show against 
their opposition. There were some great team tries 
with both sides starting to move the ball through 
their hands and offloading at all times!

Our last blitz before Christmas was against DLSP 
and Wanderers (again!) in Donnybrook. The 
players really enjoyed being back on the 4G pitch 
and ran in some great tries. We played 6 blitzs 
after Christmas in the Metro League. We hosted 
Clontarf and DLSP in Donnybrook and played 
blitzs away in Lansdowne, Stillorgan, Bective, 
Westmanstown and Old Belvedere. There were a 
number of highlights from these days out:
 •  Pictures with the European cup and Pro 14   
 trophy in Stillorgan RFC, 
 •  Playing in Donnybrook against Bective with  
 only 3 mini pitches on the back pitch versus   
 the usual 8 -  the kids loved all the space!
 •  Away in Westmanstown in early March on
 a heavy pitch in the wind and rain – not a   
 happy memory for the parents or coaches; 
 •  Finally, the blitz in Old Belvedere where one  
 of our referees offered the match whistle to a  
 Dad from the opposition team – enough said.
We finished off the season with a “Parents against 
the Kids” match in Ballycorus. The kids were 
delighted to play against their parents and great 
fun was had by all. This was followed by a trip to 
Squirrel Scramble in Kilruddery House. The kids 
had a great time and two of the coaches also tried 
to turn into monkeys for 2 hours! The players 
developed hugely over the year. This was great to 
see. A huge thanks to all the coaches over the year 
– we had George Roche, Eric Gavin and Marcus 
Flynn helping out every Sunday. To Patricia Parfey 
(and supporters), thank you for all the work that 
goes on behind the scenes.
And finally to the parents, thank you for bringing 
the kids to rugby every Sunday. Looking forward 
to seeing you all in September for another exciting 
year!

U9 Report 
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The 2018/19 under 10’s season was certainly 
action packed from the get-go.  We immediately 
initiated mid-week training on Wednesdays 
followed by a pre-season friendly in September.  
Metro matches soon  started and the lads went on 
an unbeaten run until January.  

We had one of Old Wesley’s wild geese return 
with Leinsters newest clubs , Blessington for a 
friendly in Donnybrook on December 9th. Trevor 
Burns, who played centre for Wesley, helped form 
Blessington RFC 3 years ago with little more than 
access to a church hall and some GAA pitches. 
They were recently granted playing facilities in 
Russborough House Estate and Wesley are really 
looking forward to the return visit in Wicklow with 
our new friends in rugby. 

The highlight of the under 10s season was 
undoubtedly our bus jolly to Mullingar for 
the Tom Kettle Cup.  

Twenty Four teams on Twelve 
pitches in near perfect 
conditions was hosted by 
Mullingar in April.  Not only 
was the rugby of a great 
standard but so was the 
singing on the homeward bus 
journey.  

Renditions of ‘Ireland’s call’ 
by Peter Hearty, ‘Flower of 
Scotland’ by our resident Scot 
Roger Brownlie, ‘Never walk 
Alone’ by wannabe Dalkey 
scouser Scott McConnell 
was only eclipsed by parent 

Nigel Neely’s ‘Swing Low’.  A Kids Quiz and prize 
ceremony rounded off a really memorable day for 
the players, parents, grandparents and coaches 
alike.  

We would like to thank Patricia as always for her 
irrepressible support during the year. Always our 
Nanny McPhee on items like fixtures, equipment, 
gear, shop, forms, bbqs and most importantly 
sound advice.  

Also many thanks to Jenny, Pauline & Brenda.

Wesley U10 coaches
Paddy, Peter, Scott, Stephen, Roger, Ronan

U10 Report 
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The 2018-19 season saw the children making further 
strides in their rugby development. The team 
continues to build with a number of new players 
joining us this year and we had a good number of 
previous players returning. 

We moved up to 10-a-side this year and we 
presumed after having a squad of 18 last year we 
would only be able to field one team in the Metro 
League. However we ended up with a squad of 24 for 
the season meaning we were easily able to field one 
team in our Metro League fixtures.

The coaches, held together by our Super Gaffer, 
Gerard Gogan, focussed on teaching the kids to look 
for space, while continuing to work on ensuring safe 
and accurate tackling. We had a number of fixtures 
in the Metro throughout the league and we joined 
forces in a 4-team league with Wesley, Wanderers 
and two Bective teams arranging various fixtures 
together. We were very proud of our performances 
and we continued to mix the teams to ensure all got 
to play. 

We had a most memorable end of season tour with 
20 kids and 19 Dads heading to Belfast. We had a 
great time bowling on Saturday afternoon, followed 
by lots of pizza before heading to the Ulster-Leinster 
match in Ravenhill/Kingspan Stadium. 

On Sunday morning, we were given a rugby lesson 
by Belfast Harlequins – who were stronger and 
faster (and older!) However, it was a wonderful day 
where we got to compete for the inaugural trophy 
between Harlequins and a touring side in memory of 
two of their U11 coaches/fathers who unfortunately 
had passed away during the season. 

Thanks to all the coaches – Paul Heaney, Simon 
Strong, Ross Gillanders and John Walsh along with 
all the support of a wonderful group of parents 
bringing the kids to train and play on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. We are looking forward to 2019-20 
already!

Andrew Bowers

U11 Report 

8, The Village Centre,
Lucan Road,

Lucan,
Co. Dublin

Tel:  01 628 0706
email: gugs@eircom.net
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Southside Building & Carpentry Ltd.

Mine Hill Business Centre

Mine Hill Lane

Ballycorus Road

Kilternan, D18.

Ph. 01 2393800 

Mobile 087 2563163

www.sbcltd.ie
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Our Under 12’s had a cracking 2018/19 Rugby 
season both on and off the field. It was action 
packed from start to finish, where lifetime 
memories were created. With so many highlights 
to cherish, it really was a fantastic experience 
enjoyed by all the players, parents and coaches. 

This is a special grouping, each contributing to the 
greater good and creating a team that Old Wesley 
can truly be proud of and we welcomed the arrival 
of some new recruits to our existing talent pool. 
This helped bolster an already high performing 
unit which included the likes of Evan (slight of 
hand) Macken, James (serious wheels) Reid and the 
Powerhouse that is Evan Caddow. 

On 22nd September we travelled to the RDS 
to support Leinster in their Pro-14 clash with 
Edinburgh. This was doubly exciting, as our 
coach Simon Owens had been appointed as the 
fifth official (great achievement). The kids were 
able to meet the players after the game and 
received a special high-five from Andrew Porter in 
recognition of his ground roots. 

The season kicked off with our now customary 
participation in the Eric O’Connor Festival in 
Blackrock RFC – a really good cause and a 
pleasure to support. As in the case of our previous 
outings, we were slow to get going but once the 
cobwebs had been shaken off the flair began to 
flow. At the knock out stages we encountered a 
stubborn Terenure outfit that were able to squeeze 
out the narrowest of victories sending us packing. 
Little did we know that an opportunity would soon 
arise allowing us the opportunity to put things 
right. 

A revised format of the Metro League meant a 
busy schedule of matches had been set for the 
season ahead.  Week one commenced on 14th 
October with a trip to nearby DLSP where the boys 
put on a great display taking home two victories 
and a draw. Next we travelled to Belvo where we 
met the Legend of Irish Rugby, Mr. Ollie Campbell 
himself carrying the prizes of Ireland’s senior 
team’s success during the 2018 Six Nations. 

After that, the day deteriorated rapidly as the 
weather presented a tougher than anticipated 
challenge. We struggled to find our groove 
although we did finish strongly. This subsequently 
provided the injection of positivity that we were 
able to carry forward into the following rounds 
where we hosted Barnhall, Seapoint and Belvo at 
our Donnybrook fortress. Again, the boys were 
absolutely fantastic showing an array of skills and 
mental strength to see through the challenges 
presented. The parents also demonstrated their 
skills by putting on a post-match spread in the 
Clubhouse, enabling us to show off with pride our 
wonderful Donnybrook facilities. 

Next up in December was a trip to Lakelands 
to take on the might of Terenure in their own 
backyard. A daunting trip for some (uphill and into 
the wind) but not for OW U12’s. Grasping the nettle 
with both hands, we outthought and outplayed the 
opposition – 3 matches and 3 convincing victories. 
The team excelled in every way, showing the 
results of some hard graft and dedication in their 
training, much to the pleasure of the on-looking 
Coaches and Parents. 

U12 Report 
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Weeks 6 & 7 brought us to MU Barnhall and 
Greystones where we recorded 100% success in all 
matches. A winning mentality had developed and 
the boys were playing with confidence and enjoying 
their rugby.  

We saw out the year with our traditional Parents 
and Child fun day in Donnybrook, with a game of 
Tip and teas/coffees in the Clubhouse afterwards. 
This was a great opportunity to bring the players, 
parents and coaches together and reflect on 
achievements to-date. 

As the Metro League fixtures came and went 
during the months of February & March, the focus 
of attention was very much transfixed on two 
upcoming events which, understandably, generated 
significant excitement amongst the squad. 

First up was an invitation to play in front of 50,000 
spectators at the Leinster v Ulster quarter final half-
time ERC match at the Aviva on 30th March. The 
opposition was Boyne RFC. A team we knew well 
from previous encounters and who commanded 
our full respect. What an occasion and how lucky 
we were!  

If all the excitement of the Aviva experience wasn’t 
enough, we then ventured off to Toulouse for a 
magical trip organised in the main by Laurence 
Campbell, to whom we are all very much indebted. 

We were hosted in true French style by Toulouse 
University Club, where we played a very competitive 
match against quality opposition on Friday night 
and were suitably fed, watered and transported 
back to our hotel by our wonderful hosts.
 

U12 Report 

Archaeological and Cultural 
Heritage Planning, Development 
and Forestry Consultancy
Best wishes to 
Old Wesley RFC for 
the coming season

Archaeological Consultancy

77 Fairyhill
Bray, Co. Wicklow
087 177 3326
info@donovandigs.com
donovandigs.com
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The following day they organised a joint training 
session, which was great to experience and 
the boys thoroughly enjoyed. Even the parents 
couldn’t resist being left on the side lines and as 
such a game of tip was arranged between the two 
sets of parents. 

Scheduling a group visit to the Airbus factory and 
seeing the mammoth A380 first hand, we then 
enjoyed an evening dinner in the city of Toulouse 
before making our way back to the hotel. 

This is when all the hotel guests were subjected 
to a rendition of Bohemian Rhapsody as well as 
another 40+ songs from Killian Ryan’s personal 
karaoke collection. With the European Space 
Centre being on our doorstep, we took advantage 
and ticked another item off the list of tourist 
attractions.      
  
The season finale was our 
participation at Seapoint Blitz. 
Maintaining a 100% record of success 
capped off what was undoubtedly one 
of the best rugby seasons any player 
could ever wish for. 

The squad continue to enjoy playing 
tip/tag in Ballycorus Road during 
the summer months in preparation 
to what hopefully will be another 
glorious season ahead as they enter 
the U13’s age group. 
 
Thank you to everyone for all their 
efforts in helping to make this season 
such a wonderful success. 

We would like to acknowledge the kind efforts and 
support of Patricia Parfrey and also the parents 
without whom it would be a serious struggle - 
David Smyth, Will Glass, Nikki Reid, Killian Ryan 
and Peter Squires. 

A special word of thanks goes to Laurence 
Campbell for organising our tour to Toulouse. She 
turned an idea into a reality and invested a huge 
amount of her precious time to arrange hotels, 
buses, fixtures, restaurants etc. 

Coaching Team; Aidan Gordon - Karl Reid - 
Simon Owens   

U12 Report 
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It was another good year for the U13 team despite 
some difficulties to field a full team as we moved 
to 15 a side rules. On our first run out in the 
Under 13 Sunday League, we had to forfeit the 
game due to lack of numbers.  

Undeterred, we progressed on winning all of 
our following games, topping the league before 
the play-offs. The fast ground of the 4G pitch in 
Donnybrook really suited our fast playing style 
where all teams struggled to beat us.

In the semi-final we were drawn against North 
Meath, a team we had beaten earlier in the year.  
They had a much larger pack, and unfortunately, 
Donnybrook was not available on the day of the 
match. 

The weather conditions in Ballycorus brought gale-
force winds and driving snow. Our team tackled 
like demons but were unable to get the ball out 
wide in the extreme conditions and eventually the 
bigger pack got on top. The defeat to North Meath, 
whilst disappointing, only served to strengthen our 
focus on the U13 Cup. 

We had a good run in the Cup beating Ashbourne 
and Clondalkin en-route to the semi-finals which 
was played on the neutral ground of St Mary’s 
RFC.  The game started off well with Old Wesley 
playing all the rugby and scoring first only to have 
a clearance kick blocked down and Coolmine 
scoring just before half time.  

Unfortunately, we had a few injuries and the game 
got away from us with a disappointing final score 
of 26 – 14 to Coolmine.  

One of the key highlights for the team was the 
mid-year coaching session led by Ronan O’Gara.   
He ran a number of drills with the boys, which 
we incorporated into our subsequent training 
sessions.  

He also spoke to us about the importance of 
developing a positive mindset for each training 
session and match, resulting in an enjoyable, 
inspirational and motivating session for the 
players and coaches alike.

Finally, many thanks to all the parents who helped 
out over the season and especially the coaches 
Mark Buckley, Alan Shiel, Jim Coffey, Mark Cullen 
and John Walsh. A special thank you to Patricia 
Parfrey for all her help over the year.

Stephen Black

U13 Report 
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2018/19 season was a challenging year for the 
U14 club side as it represented the year schools 
rugby very much curtailed our club programme. 
Saturday morning school matches and training 
impacted heavily in the interest and availability for 
Sunday morning club rugby. 

As a result, a few of the U13 squad did not return 
this season leaving us with a panel of only 16 
players and as the season progressed, injuries 
and other commitments reduced the squad even 
further. We played a few matches early in the 
season but eventually had to withdraw from the 
league and accept the situation. 

School rugby takes precedence in Leinster and 
with most of our boys in Wesley, High School, 
Gerards or Gonzaga, the need also to rest on 
Sunday from Saturday matches was necessary for 
player welfare. We held training most Sundays for 
the die-hards but often had more coaches than 
players who wanted to keep it going to finish out 
the season.

We did manage to pull a team together towards 
the end of the season to enter the Cup where we 
lost to Lansdowne. We, therefore, fell into the 
plate competition where we had a big victory over 
Clontarf in the first round before travelling to 
Clane where we narrowly lost a very entertaining 
game which brought the season to an end. 

With JCT school rugby rules removing any 
possibility of fielding a team, we will not be 
fielding an under 15’s. So the end of the 18/19 
season also marked the end of a Journey for us 
with this group of boys since this 2005 Vintage 
first started at U7/8.

So on behalf of myself, Jason Llewellyn, Stuart 
Campbell, Marcus Flynn, Mark Young and Craig 
Brownell, I want to thank all the boys and their 
parents for their commitment since we starting six 
seasons ago.

Hopefully, we taught them a few rugby skills along 
the way and instilled a love of the game and the 
benefits of playing team sports. We all have great 
memories of victories, tries and of course, the 
Tours to Wales, Scotland and closer to home.

So to Messrs Adam Brownell, Ian Burgess, Milo 
Campbell, Harry Corrigan, Ben Fisher, Cody 
Fitzpatrick, James Flynn, Josh Gill, Adam Gibson, 
Harry Goolding, Andrew Gouldson, Max Holland, 
Ben Hurley, Jacob Llewellyn, Charlie Miller, Aaron 
Murphy, Sam Neely, Ben Paisley, Shane Pedlow, 
Adam Quinlan, Andrew Rigney, Pierce Ryan, 
Albie L’Strange, Harry Ryan, Peter Walker, Ross 
Williams, Jack Young and a few others - It has 
been an absolute pleasure to coach you all.

Milo Campbell and Jacob Llewellyn were voted our 
players of the season.

A special thanks to Patricia Parfrey and all the 
volunteers who run every aspect of the mini and 
youth rugby in Old Wesley RFC.

Hopefully you’ll continue to see Old Wesley as 
your ‘Club for Life’ and at some stage in the 
future, play for the club again.

Shane Gill
U14 Coach

Chairman OW RFC

U14 Report 
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It is time again to reflect on last year and to look 
forward to the coming 2019/20 season. This year 
the U15s once again teamed up with Bective under 
the name ‘Donnybrook’ to compete in the Metro 
League and Cup, all players remain members of 
their own club. There were tough days, great days, 
quality individual and collective performances, all 
giving so much for the team and us as coaches to 
reflect on. 

A tough start 
We competed in the Metro League before 
Christmas and were drawn in Premier Qualifier A 
against good quality sides and struggled in our 
early games losing to Newbridge, Suttonians and 
St. Mary’s. U15s is a particularly challenging year 
as JCT school squad players are ineligible to play 
club rugby and we lost access to players from 
senior rugby schools, such as Wesley College. 
Whilst player welfare is paramount and we fully 
understand that we cannot over play young 
developing lads, it does trim squad numbers and 
is difficult to keep our numbers up and remain 
competitive. This affects some clubs more than 
others, especially those who have a link to a 
schools where players, who have been with us 
since mini rugby, suddenly become exempt. We 
look forward to their return this year. 

Leinster trials and team growth
Youth club players are given their first taste of the 
Player Development Pathways at Leinster when 
they attend area screening sessions at U15s level. 
This season the first trial was over the October 
bank holiday week-end. We entered a joint team 
(Donnybrook) with Bective at these trials for our 
area (the Metro League). 

They give every player an opportunity to play in 
front of Leinster coaches and step out of their 
comfort zone. We played three 20 minute games 
against Naas and old rivals Suttonians and DLSP. 
We drew our first game and won the following 
two; the boys played outstanding team rugby and 
succeeded against teams that have beaten us 
previously. Five Old Wesley players Ben Gouldson, 
Daniel Rigney, Oscar Hurley, Rory O’Kane and 
Thady O’Donovan made it through to the second 
and third Leinster trial in April. 

Deserved congratulations are due to our team 
captain Daniel Rigney who was selected onto the 
Leinster U15s Metro Development Squad and is 
participating in the forthcoming Leinster Academy 
training for this coming season (2019/20). Oscar, 
Thady and Ben were invited to train with the 
squad in August 2019. 

The season end 
Our team performances after Christmas really 
improved and we gained a few more players both 
for Wesley and Bective. We won a tough league 
game against Naas in Ballycorus and the game 
of the season was knocking St Mary’s out of the 
Metro Cup with a match winning try by Christian 
Higgins who touched down under the posts after 

U15 Report 
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4 or 5 phases of crossfield rugby. It was a true 
team try, it’s silly perhaps to reflect upon it with 
too much sentiment, but the roar from the stand 
in Donnybrook was memorable. 

The boys walked off the pitch a few inches taller 
too. Rugby is a great leveller and we lost in the 
League Cup to DLSP in a very close 10-7 game 
when they scored a match winner in the corner 
in injury time, such is rugby. Our last game of the 
season was against Greystones who beat us in 
Ballycorus and went on to win the Metro Cup.

We were joined at the end of the season by three 
of the Old Wesley U14s who played cup rugby 
with us. Shane Pedlow, Jacob Llwellyn and Milo 
Campbell were super players and certainly weren’t 
overawed by playing up at U15s to their credit. 
We also had new players joining us towards the 
end of the season and we look forward to seeing 
Jonathan Lees and Louis Grennell this year.

Player of the Season
There were many outstanding individual 
performances this season, all of the Leinster 
trialists had great seasons. Jonathan Cazzini (a 
natural out-half), Peter McCabe (a barnstorming 
prop) and Aran Lowry (a running second row), had 
particularly good seasons. I selected Ben Gouldon 
as Old Wesley ‘Player of the Season’ for the U15s 
group. Ben is a powerful outside centre who 
scores in nearly every match he plays. Awarding 
him this accolade is not just for his commitment 
this year but over the last three years. Well-
deserved and well done Ben.

We hosted the English Rugby Club Brixham RFC 
in Donnybrook in April. They were a wonderful 
bunch of players and coaches and it was great 
for our boys to experience a touring side. We 
also drafted in some players from the Old Wesley 
U16s who joined us for the day. Jenny Bailey (cook 
extraordinaire) and Patricia Parfrey deserve huge 
credit for the hospitality that the club showed on 
the day. Patricia manages all of our home fixtures 
and it is only right to thank her in writing for being 
incredibly supportive to us as a group. Aside from 
the rugby there was an end of season outing to go 
paintballing, pizzas in the clubhouse watching the 
Ireland v Wales game, a trip to the Aviva to watch 
Leinster and just good fun. 

It remains for me to thank all of the lads, not to 
mention their parents, for their commitment, 
dedication and hard work throughout the season. 
A special thanks to my fellow coaches in Bective 
(Tanya King our team manager and Patrick 
Fearon) and especially John Higgins and John 
Lowry for their cameraderie, support and input 
into a great season. John Higgins had a serious 
mountain biking accident mid-season and we are 
all delighted with his recovery and look forward to 
seeing him and John L again for the new season.

I look forward to continuing success in 2019/20. 
The adoption of a Youth Academy at Old Wesley 
is an exciting development within the club. All our 
youth teams need players, so please encourage 
any young players to come and join us, they 
are a terrific bunch of lads, a pleasure to work 
with, dedicated, skilful, enthusiastic and the odd 
complete welcome messer too, it is after all about 
having fun.

Edmond O’Donovan

U15 Report 
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Touch Rugby

As we approach the end of our touch season here 
is a quick update on our progress this season. 
We are currently top of the Irish Touch Series 
league table and are on course to hopefully retain 
the trophy, the final will be played at Old Wesley 
under lights in late August. 
 
We are also top of the Development Touch Series 
table, we narrowly lost out on silverware in this 
competition last year and we are fully focused on 
winning this trophy.
 
Our firsts recently competed at the European 
Touch Club Championship in Maidenhead, U.K, 
the competition was streamed live on the BBC 
and attracted a large amount of interest and 
viewership from around the world. Old Wesley 
won five out of five on day one and finished finals 
day with two wins, two draws and two losses. 
Losing narrowly to the eventual champions. It 
was a remarkable performance from an Irish club 
against the other champions of Europe. 
 

The club continues to go from strength to 
strength and that is down to the support we 
receive from Old Wesley. A special word of thanks 
to Michael and Martin who provide us with regular 
support and allow us to host our social gatherings 
in the clubhouse. 
We have big plans for 2020 and we hope to host 
multiple social tournaments in the Summer and 
these tournaments will be a huge commercial 
benefit to the Club. 
I would like to extend an invitation to players on 
all squads to come down and train with us on 
Monday nights. Touch has proven benefits for 
rugby skills and is a great pre-season addition.
We would like to thank the Old Wesley committee 
for their continued support and looking forward to 
a successful 2020.
 

John Ennis
Head Coach
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Originally derived in Australia, it is one of the 
fastest growing sports in the world and is 
Australia’s highest participation sport. Touch is 
used in New Zealand for example to sharpen up 
skills and cardio during off season. Players like 
Richie Mo’unga, Reiko Ioane and Nehe Milner-
Skudder to name a few have played it to a high 
level, while nearly 2/3rds of the Olympic Gold 
medal winning Aussie Womens 7s team were 
poached directly from touch. 

Players can play in Mens or Womens divisions and 
can also play mixed mens and womens. Divisions 
range from social, to club to representative and 
international (11/16 of the current Irish men’s 
team play for Old Wesley) so there is a level for 
everyone. 

Touch started in Old Wesley in 2015 and has gone 
from strength to strength since, with more and 
more joint social events and “dual code” club 

members appearing as 
the club progresses.  

Anyone who is a 
paid up member of 
Old Wesley is welcome 
to join us on Monday 
nights from 7pm-
9:30pm.

Anjukan 
Kathirgamanathan

Touch rugby (also known as touch 
football) is a minimal contact 
derivative of rugby that is a fantastic 
way to develop fitness, speed, passing 
and teamwork to name a few. 
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Transform
your Accounting
Improve the efficiency, profitability
and productivity of your organisation

AccountsIQ powerful cloud 

accounting software is the 

smart choice for growing 

businesses and is available 

for a low, monthly fee.

Discover why:

- powerful General Ledger

- consolidation and multi-currency accounting

- budget holder and workflow approval processes

- advanced reporting capabilities

- easy integration with other cloud apps

Book a Demo - Contact Patrick Lane on 01707 4490 or email sales@accountsIQ.com

www.accountsIQ.com
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Congratulations... 
...to players and connections of Old Wesley who represented Ireland at 
various levels in 2019

Andrew Porter and Josh Van der 
Flier were selected on the Irish 
Squad for the World Cup in Japan. 

Andrew, son of Ernie and nephew 
of Dave Priestman, started 
playing rugby with the Old Wesley 
minis at the tender age of 4. 

Josh van der Flier,  son of Dirk 
who played for Old Wesley 
1sts and 2nds for a number of 
seasons during the 1980’s and 
whose brother Johann played for 
the Club last season. Josh was 
educated at Wesley College and 
began his rugby career at mini 
rugby with Wicklow RFC.

Cronan Gleeson. Cronan, having 
made his debut in 2017/18 for 
the Irish Club side was again 
selected last season when they 
won the International trophy. In a 
further great honour for the Club, 
Morgan Lennon coached the 
International Club side and David 
Jermyn was the bagman. 

Harry Noonan. Congratulations 
to Harry our first team loose head 
prop, who was selected for the 
Irish under 19’s last season. He 
went on a two match Easter series 
to France with the u19s. Ireland 
u19s drew the series 1-1, breaking 
the young French men’s unbeaten 
record in the process. Harry also 
played for Ireland against, the 
country of his birth Australian 
Schools when they toured Ireland.  

Ryan Baird, son of long serving 
Old Wesley referee Andrew and 
nephew of Paddy, who played on 
the wing for the 1st XV,  began 
playing rugby with Old Wesley Mini 
and Youth Rugby.
 

Educated at St Michaels College, 
Ryan was selected for the Irish 
u20’s for the 2019 Six Nations 
Under 20 Championship. Ireland 
secured their first Grand Slam 
since 2007. 

He was retained for the 
2019 World Rugby Under 20 
Championship in Argentina, and 
started in the 46–26 opening win 
against England. 

He went on to play against New 
Zealand in the 7th place play-off 
when he scored an excellent try.

Cormac Izuckuhwu was selected 
for the Ireland 7’s for the HSBC 
International World Sevens Series, 
in Paris. The former Roscrea 
schoolboy who played for Old 
Wesley under 20’s at No.8 last 
season received his first 7’s cap 
against Scotland where the 
19 year-old newcomer marked 
his debut with an excellent try in 
Ireland’s 24-12 victory.

Congratulations also to Jack Boyle, 
Old Wesley minis/youth rugby 
and St. Michaels’s Leinster Senior 
Schools Cup winner and Sam Illo, 
Wesley College schoolboy who 
joined the Club this season, both 
of whom represented Ireland at 
Schools level last season.

Harry Noonan

Andrew Porter

Ryan Baird

Josh van der Flier

Cormac Izuckuhwu

Morgan Lennon, Cronan Gleeson, David Jermyn

Jack Boyle Sam Illo



Pictured at the Ladies lunch from (l-R) are: Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., Mary Ann O’Brien, Jack & Jill 
Children’s Foundation Co-founder, Sally Campbell, Anne Nolan, former Chairman, Irish Aviation 
Authority, Stephanie Chapman and Suzanne Hawe. 
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Inaugural Ladies Lunch 

On Saturday 6h April, 2019 over 120 Ladies sat 
down to lunch to celebrate Old Wesley’s Inaugural 
Ladies Lunch in the luxurious surroundings of our 
clubhouse. 

The lunch came about following repeated ‘there 
is nothing for the ladies in the club anymore’ 
comments and it was down to the hard work of 
the committee of Sally Campbell, Suzanne Hawe, 
Stephanie Chapman, Jackie McDonald and Henry 
Anderson, who also acted as MC for the day.  

When we set about arranging the day we had a 
twofold objective, the first was that the day would 
be fun and allow people to make new friends 
and connect with friends that they may not have 
seen for a while and the second objective was 
to raise much needed funds for our two chosen 
charities. The Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation and 
Homeless Women. 
 

I am glad to say that we achieved the second 
objective and we hope that we also achieved the 
first. The day kicked off with a drinks and canapes 
reception downstairs, which allowed our speakers 
to mingle and meet and greet the ladies before we 
were called for lunch.  

Lunch on the day was supplied by Ali Davis Food 
and was met with great approval from the ladies’ 
in attendance. 

Our guest speaker on the day was Frances 
Fitzgerald T.D., Former Tánaiste, who gave an 
inspired address covering topics such as the Role 
of Women in business and society in general, her 
own background and how she became involved 
in politics. Frances was joined by Helen Keogh, 
Former CEO of World Vision Ireland as well as 
being a former member of the Oireachtas. 

A Club for Life



We were also pleased to be joined on the day by 
Mary Ann O’Brien, Founder & Chairman of Lily 
O’Brien’s Chocolates & co-founder of Jack & Jill 
Children’s Foundation and Anne Nolan, former 
Chairman at the Irish Aviation Authority.

Following our main course, Mary Ann and Anne 
prompted by Henry Anderson gave us a humorous 
insight into their life, their loves and their busy 
lifestyle. 

Following lunch, it 
was time for everyone 
to sit back and watch 
our Old Wesley 
Models strut their 
stuff with a fabulous 
Fashion Show 
arranged by Jackie 
McDonald with the 
clothes supplied by 
Hobbs in Dundrum.  

Our models for the 
day were Siobhan 
Short, Rosemary 
Robinson, Hannah 
Parfrey and Suzanne 
Hawe. 

This was an excellent addition to the lunch 
and added greatly to the fun and atmosphere 
of the day and the models tell me now ‘that 
they don’t get out of bed for under €10,000 
anymore’.
Many thanks are due to Jackie McDonald for 
organising this important aspect of the day.

The day followed with a raffle, whereby each 
table received a prize ranging from earrings, 
vouchers for dinner, lunch, hair appointment, 

Leinster tickets etc., and in addition, everyone 
went home with some Lily O’Brien chocolates, a 
Hobbs discount voucher and a tooth whitening 
voucher. 

I am taking it that it was a good day judging by the 
fact that ladies were seen in the club well into the 
night and in fact some ladies were driven home by 
their other halves for a change.

Many thanks to all the people involved on 
organising the day, to Michael our Club 
Manager, Martin who set up the room and 
anything else that was asked of him and to 
my own daughter Gillian who also helped set 
up the day before. 

Also, a big thank you to the people who 
helped on the day and in particular Patricia, 
Pauline and Brenda who welcomed our 

guests on their arrival 
to the club.  

Thanks to our big 
sponsor for the day, 
Advent, and to all 
the companies who 
donated prizes.

I hope this lunch will 
become part of the 
social calendar of the 
Club going forward.

Stephanie Chapman

Frances Fitzgerald, former Tánaiste 
addressing the large attendance 

during the Ladies Lunch

Pictured modelling 
on the day from (t-b) 
are: Siobhan Short, 
Hannah Parfrey and 
Rosemary Robinson

105A Club for Life



106A Club for Life

Ali Davis Food

www.alidavisfood.com

Weddings
Birthday Celebrations
Retirement Parties
Corporate Events

Cordon bleu trained chef Alison Davis and 
her catering team are available to book for all 
family occasions either at the club, a venue of 

your choice or in the comfort of your own home

For all enquires please contact:
Alison Davis 086 841 5939 or Alan Lord 086 855 3096

Ali and her team wishes
Old Wesley R.F.C. a very successful 2019-2020

We cater for:
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The annual Old Wesley business lunch took 
place in the Clubouse on the 30th Nov. The 
inimitable Henry Anderson (Wesley’s answer to 
Marty Morrissey) opened proceedings to a full 
house with his usual frivolity and subsequently 
introduced Economist Jim Power.

Economists are renowned for getting it wrong and 
given where the world sits today, Jim outlined a 
number of interesting potential outcomes for the 
coming year but did not make any predictions. 
This proved to be a very wise move as nobody 
could have predicted the situation that currently 
exists with ‘Boris Trump’ now at the helm.

Post lunch James McCarthy, CEO of Nissan Irl 
entertained us royally while on his feet. James’s 
Father (Jim) played wing forward on the Irish team 
that won the Grand Slam in 1949, and whilst he 
may not have hit such dizzy heights on the pitch, 
James produced a grand slam performance of wit 
and humour on the day.

Alan Shortt conducted the auction and again we 
were delighted to be able to share the proceeds 
with Pieta house.

This year’s lunch takes place in Donnybrook on 
Friday 22nd November.

Paul Short

Business Lunch 2018

The large attendance 
enjoying the 

Business Lunch

Economist Jim Power addresses 
the successful Business Lunch 

in the Clubhouse
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Arthur was one of the most popular and talented 
Medical Officers in Irish rugby and his loss was 
deeply felt across the entire rugby family.

Arthur joined Old Wesley in the 1960’s and 
featured on the club’s junior sides. In the late 
1980’s, he became our Chief Medical Officer. 

He continued in this role until 1996, when Leinster, 
recognising his talents, appointed him as their 
Chief Medical Officer; a role he performed with 
distinction for 18 years, also working with the 
Ireland Youths, Ireland A and the Ireland Senior 
Teams.

During his long career, Arthur treated hundreds 
of Old Wesley, Leinster, Ireland and Lions players 
and, whilst he was justifiably regarded as a great 
medic, he was equally highly regarded as a true 
friend.

Old Wesley President, Willie Campbell, 
who hosted the event, was delighted to be 
joined by Arthur’s wife Ann, and daughter 
Jocelyn, along with Philip Orr, immediate 
Past President IRFU.

Ann made an excellent speech in 
acknowledging the occasion.

Old Wesley Honours the Memory of 
Professor Arthur Tanner

At a pre-match function during last season, Old Wesley honoured the memory of one of 
its favourite sons, the late Professor Arthur Tanner, who died 2 years ago, by naming the 
club’s state of the art medical room as the “Professor W. Arthur Tanner Medical Room”.
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New photo emerges for Old Wesley Annals

Photograph presented to the Club by Bob Wallace of the Irish Team before their game 
against England at the ‘Cork Football Grounds’ in 1905. Ireland won by 17-3 with 

two members of Old Wesley in their ranks.
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On Thursday 8th November, appropriately 3 days 
before Armistice Day, Old Wesley remembered all 
club members who lost their lives in wars from 
1899-1945 (South African Boer War 1899-1902; 
1st World War 1914-1918; 2nd World War 1939-
1945). At a special lunch attended by well over 100 
members and guests, a memorial board listing 
all fallen members was unveiled. This idea was 
instigated by Dave Pierce in his year of Presidency 
and he was warmly thanked by current Old Wesley 
President, Willie Campbell, at the lunch.

The memorial board would not have been 
possible without the incredible research by 
Old Wesley member Michael Halliday, which 
ultimately resulted in this event taking place in 
the Old Wesley clubhouse. During his speech, 
Michael relayed many poignant stories from those 
traumatic times, none more so than the story of 
the full Wesley College 1st XV of 1914 (who lost 
to Mountjoy in the final of the Leinster Schools 
Senior Cup), who enlisted en-bloc for war duty on 
leaving school in the summer of 1914.

Earlier, Declan O’Brien (Operations and Events 
Manager, IRFU) delivered an excellent speech on 
the background stories behind many of the tragic 
events of this era. Declan, a former Army officer, 
is an acknowledged expert on the first and second 
world wars and had his audience captivated with 
his presentation.

Pictured above standing under the memorial 
board are (from left to right) – Willie Campbell 
(Old Wesley President 2018-2019), Dave Pierce 
(Old Wesley President, 2016-2017), Michael 
Halliday (Chief Researcher, Old Wesley), 
Archdeacon Gordon Linney, Philip Orr (IRFU 
President, 2017-2018) and Declan O’Brien 
(Operations and Events Manager, IRFU)

Old Wesley War Memorial
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Best of luck for the season
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Evolution or Revolution
The Over Sixties’ Annual Dinner 
and the Occasional Midweek Lunches

No doubt the ardent reader of my annual account 
in this programme of the over 60’s dinner and the 
occasional midweek lunches will be surprised if 
not perplexed by an introduction with the heading 
“Evolution or Revolution”. Hopefully the following 
observations which are in fact prompted by some 
of our guest speakers will explain.

Ever since the midweek occasional lunches 
were initiated, we have been most fortunate in 
having guest speakers who have not only kept 
us entertained with amusing anecdotes but also 
with thought provoking observations on the 
state of the game today. Bearing in mind that the 
majority of attendees are members who have 
fond memories of their own playing days, it is 
no surprise that such observations may strike a 
common chord. 

Certainly previous speakers such as the late 
Arthur Tanner, George Hook, Ned van Esbeck and 
Tony Ward have expressed in no uncertain terms 
their concerns regarding the increase of injuries, 
especially concussion which cannot help the 
image of the game as well as the long term effects 
of these injuries on the players and perhaps the 
extent to which such injuries in fact inhibit the 
development of the game itself. Possibly some 
of the listeners will remember that in their day, 
injuries seem to have been far less common and 
games were not interrupted as frequently as they 
appear to be today.

On the assumption that at least two players are 
obliged to leave the pitch due to injury during 
every Saturday match an interesting statistic 
could be a calculation of the total number of 
injuries sustained by players over an entire 
season. I suspect the total number could be 
substantial. Does this not tell us a story?
Personally I cannot help feeling that that on 
occasions a line has been crossed when we see 
tackles being made by two heavy weights leaving 

an attacking player laid out on the field of play 
and often being stretchered off. Equally we will 
note the “do or die” pile ups on the try line, (to 
borrow a favourite Boris Johnson phrase,) and 
thank our lucky stars that as golden oldies we 
were not required to play the game in such a 
robust manner.

The game has undoubtedly evolved significantly 
since the playing days of most of our attendees 
and in fact for some of us, in the light of the above 
perhaps an unwelcome revolution has taken 
place?

Once again our occasional lunches were graced 
by the presence of some really quality speakers 
starting with Declan O’Brien from the IRFU who 
spoke to us about the work undertaken by the 
IRFU in identifying Irish players who had died in 
The Great War. At the same event a memorial 
plaque was unveiled with the names of Old Wesley 
players who had made the ultimate sacrifice. 
Subsequently we were highly entertained by the 
multi capped Ollie Campbell whose glittering 
career for Ireland was only matched by the 
glittering and multi coloured Jacket he was 
wearing. We also had Jim Neilly of Ulster radio 
and television fame not forgetting our own Dave 
Bursey and Phil Orr.

The Over sixties annual dinner continues to be a 
highly popular event in the Club diary and once 
again was well attended.

Sadly we lost Graham Heather one of our most 
loyal attendees and supporter.  His charming and 
delightful personality will be sorely missed.
Finally on behalf of the “committee”, I would 
like to thank all our regular customers for their 
continuing support of the Dinner and occasional 
lunches and we look forward to seeing you all 
during the 19/20 season.
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Hazel Shiel (in her 99th year)

There are many younger members who 
will not remember the Shiel family but it is 
no exaggeration to say that they were the 
backbone of Old Wesley during much of the 
60’s and 70’s and it was with great sadness for 
many of the older members when they learned 
of Hazel’s passing in her 99th year. 

Hazel was a wonderful support to her husband 
Billy who was a past President, Club Secretary 
and Team Secretary, in the days when we 
fielded up to nine adult teams each week, 
plus he held many other position within the 
Club. Hazel headed up the Old Wesley Ladies 
Committee for many years, who in those days 
organised the catering and produced and 
served the meals for all visiting teams from 
outside of Dublin and also for many other club 
functions.

She was well 
supported by her 
family and her 
daughter Cecily and son–in-law Iain Pratt who 
went on to organise and produce the popular 
Candle Night Dinners in the 1980’s. Her late 
son Alan was a popular playing member of the 
club for a number of seasons in the 1970’s.

Hazel was always interested to hear news 
from the club and last season was delighted 
to visit the new Clubhouse with her daughter 
Sylvia and was given the grand tour by our 
President, Willie Campbell… much different to 
the facilities that she and her team operated in 
some 50 years earlier. 

We extend our condolences to Cecily and 
Sylvia and all her family.

M.S.

Cyril Craven
Cyril Craven, one of Old Wesley’s longest 
standing members died after an illness in 
March 2019. A quiet behind the scene member 
who had a lifelong interest in the Club.

After leaving The High School, Cyril started 
played junior rugby with Old Wesley and 
accepting that he was not as talented as his 
brother Eric (who became Club Captain in 
1948/49), became a valued member of all 
teams he was selected on. Although a qualified 
accountant, Cyril had a skilled pair of hands 
and volunteered to assist with the regular 
maintenance and upgrading work of the old 
wooden pavilion in Donnybrook. One of his 
proudest feats was when, after plumbing in a 
new boiler and installing showers, they worked 
and continued to do so for many years!

Kings Norton RFC was a venue, he along with 
other club members enjoyed touring and 
although they had not met for many years, 
both he and Mac (Graham McIvor) caught up 
with each other in Donnybrook in 2018 to 

reminisce on 
tours past. Cyril 
travelled to all 
away 6N matches 
for many years and has the distinction of 
being present to see Ireland win their 3 Grand 
Slam Titles!

Whilst his sons Trevor and Mervyn did not 
join Old Wesley, Cyril’s grand nephews did 
and he attended matches to support Glenn 
(refereeing), Colin and Ian Sheridan. Cyril, by 
nature was a quiet and shy man but enjoyed 
attending regularly the pre-match lunches 
and Annual Club Dinner. The Over 60’s was a 
firm favourite and welcomed Wayne when he 
qualified to attend in 2018.

There was great attendance by Old Wesley 
Members at Cyril’s funeral to both remember 
their colleague and support his family, niece 
Helen and grand nephews. Old Wesley has lost 
a hard-working and loyal supporter.           

W.S.

In remembrance
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It was with great sadness that we learnt last 
November of the untimely death of Gavin 
Hind. Gavin was a very active playing member 
during the late ’80s and early ’90s.  He was a 
member of the 3rds League and Cup double 
winning squad of 1988-89 and also won a 
Junior 4 League medal in 1993.  A hooker, 
he was distinctive on the pitch as he liked to 
wear his collar of the old style jersey turned 
in; possibly a forerunner of the more modern 
collarless style. 

Gavin was always much happier with a guitar 
in his hands rather than a rugby ball. He loved 
the idea of rugby but hated training and never 
took it too seriously. He was one of the best 
scrummaging hookers I ever played with and 
when Marsh was playing with us he would tell 
the opposition they were up against the best 
looking front row in the country. 

He always played 
with a smile on 
his face and could 
never understand 
why people took it 
so seriously. 

On occasion, if he thought his opposite 
number was a little too intense he was known 
to give him a kiss on the cheek on his way into 
the scrum to lighten the mood - this rarely had 
the desired result.
 
Gavin’s favourite place was in the bar after a 
match where he was a very popular character 
who enjoyed the company of his team mates 
and opposition alike. He was one of a kind who 
will be hugely missed by everyone who knew 
him. We extend our sympathies to his wife 
Jean and daughter Zoe.

D.P.

R. Graham Heather
It was with great sadness that we learned last 
May, of the death of Graham Heather. Graham 
was a true gentleman and a long time member 
of Old Wesley. He was a great supporter of 
our senior team and attended all our home 
matches and many away matches throughout 
the country. He also very much enjoyed the 
social aspect of the Club and was a regular 
attendee at the pre-match lunches over many 
years and also attended the Club’s Annual 
Dinner, the Over 60’s Annual Dinner and the 
Occasional Lunches held throughout the 
season. Graham had a long and distinguished 
career in the Insurance industry in Ireland 
and was Chairman of Lloyd Armstrong and 

Ramsey. Following 
his retirement he 
held a number 
of directorships 
throughout 
Dublin. He was 
also a keen golfer and was a member and past 
Captain of Rathfarnham and also a member of 
Portmarnock. 

He was also a Past President of the Strollers 
but above all he was a great family man and 
we extend our deepest sympathies to his wife 
Meriel, and both his immediate and extended 
family.                 B.M.

Gavin Hind

Nicola Walker
Nicky Walker, who so sadly passed away last 
autumn, had two very significant connections 
in Old Wesley RFC. Her husband, Ray, coached 
the OW’s Under 20’s for several years and 
thereafter the 1st team squad. Her brother 
Alan (Lewis) played for the club before 
taking up his very successful career as an 
international rugby referee and is now a Vice 
President. This meant Nicky was a frequent 
attendee at various matches and functions 

over the years, where her 
winning smile and warm 
and welcoming nature will 
be missed by all who met 
her.

To Ray and her three children Rachel, Ellie 
and Scott, whom she adored, and to the wider 
family, we extend our heartfelt sympathy.                
               P.A.
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2018-2019 Roll of Honour

Senior Team Winners of the 
Leinster League Division 2

U20s Winners of the
JP Fanagan Premiership 2 Trophy

Old Wesley 4th Winners of the
Moran Cup
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2018-2019 Roll of Honour

Old Wesley 3rds 
Winners of the Metro League Division 2

Old Wesley 5ths 
Winners of the Metro League Division 6

Old Wesley 3rds 
Winners of the Albert O’Connell Cup
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1st’s players Ben Burns, 
Paul Harte and Tom 
O’Callaghan receive their 
honour scarves alongside 
Mark Maybury

2nd’s players Shane 
Brennan (on behalf of Richie 
Jermyn), Conor Barry and 
Cillian Monahan having 
just received their honour 
scarves

3rd’s players Jamie Boyd 
and Tommy Emo display 
their honour scarves with 
3rds Coach Brian Hastings

Club Awards Night 
Featured below are a selection of the Awards presented by 

Club President Willie Campbell on the night

U14 Jacob 
Llewelyn 
receiving his 
award alongside 
Patrica Parfrey



119119A Club for Life

Winners of the U20s awards 
were Shane O’Hanrahan and 
Sam Kenny pictured with 
U20s Manager Andy Miller

4th’s players David 
Priestman and Alan Doyle 
(on behalf of Willie Wood) 
with their honour scarves 
and Coach Al O’Connor

5ths players Iain Pollock (on 
behalf of Sam Pollock) and 
Rob Fitzgerald (on behalf of 
Cameron Wood) alongside 
Graham Richmond U20s 
Head Coach

Club Awards Night 
Featured below are a selection of the awards presented by 

Club President Willie Campbell on the night

U15 Award 
winner Ben 
Goulson 
with Patricia 
Parfrey and 
Ed O’Donovan

Receiving awards 
on behalf of Touch 
Rugby were John Ennis 
(Head Coach), Rachel 
Speer (on behalf of 
Ellie Boyce) and Brian 
Leveau
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What a Season! If Carlsberg did Rugby 
Seasons, well 2018-2019 for Old Wesley 
must count up there amongst the best!

It was such an exciting season on the rugby 
front. The 1stXV was competing in an 
extremely tight AIL Division 1B, eventually 
finishing up 2nd in the league, having 
topped it earlier. Who will forget the AIL 
Promotion semi final against Naas, going 
to extra time, one of our toughest matches 
ever, only to be denied promotion in a six 
day turnaround in the final by UCC, when 
the Old Wesley support travelled en masse 
to Cork, with the re-emergence of the 
supporters bus after many years absence. 
This team ended the 26-year Mary’s bogey 
with back to back wins, and were also 
winners of the Leinster Senior League 
Division 2.

All our other teams were playing at the 
top of their respective leagues and cups. 
The 2ndXV were very unfortunate to 
be narrowly beaten in both the Metro 
League Division 1 final, and the final of the 
Metropolitan Cup. 

The 3rdXV, our Team of the Year, achieved 
the double in winning the O’Connell Cup 
and Metro League Division 2. The 4thXV 
won the Moran Cup and were beaten 
finalists in Metro League Division 4. The 
5thXV won Metro League Division 6, gaining 
promotion for the third year in a row, and 
were beaten in the semi-final of the Winters 
Cup. 

The U20s won Premiership 2 League with 
a 100% record, and were beaten finalists in 
the Purcell Cup. 
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Willie
Campbell

Jonny Willis receives the Metro League Division 
6 trophy from Robert Deacon, Senior Deputy 

President, Leinster Branch
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This team also won two other trophies at 
the start of the season, beating Terenure to 
win the Gerry Olin Trophy and Shannon to 
win the McCoy Tucker Trophy. Touch Rugby 
were All Ireland Division 1 Winners. 

To top all that, Old Wesley won the 
Association of Referees Leinster Branch 
Terry Doyle Memorial Club of the Year 
Award for 2018-2019, for the second year in 
a row, and were the first ever back to back 
winners!

Off the field we had the very moving Old 
Wesley War Memorial unveiling at the 
occasional lunch on 8th November 2018, 
three days before the Armistice Day 
Centenary. 

Present on that day were Mike Halliday, 
who did all the research work and compiled 
the list of names for the board, Declan 
O’Brien, the IRFU’s resident expert on all 
things World War 1 and World War 2, who 
did the unveiling, David Pierce, Old Wesley 
President 2016-2017,  who instigated this 
event and was the driving force in making 
it happen, Archdeacon Gordon Linney and 
Philip Orr, IRFU President 2017-2018. Over 
100 attended the lunch and it was a very 
fitting tribute to members of Old Wesley 
who fell in wars from 1899 to 1945.

The Old Wesley Annual Dinner was held  in 
mid-November when we had Niall Rynne as 
a very entertaining guest speaker. This was 
followed a week later by a very successful 
Business Lunch organised by Paul Short, 
with speakers Economist Jim Power, 
James McCarthy, CEO Nissan Ireland and 
comedian Alan Short.

At a pre match lunch at the end of March 
we had the naming of our medical room, 
‘The Professor W. Arthur Tanner Medical 
Room’ and were joined by Arthur’s wife 
Ann, daughter Jocelyn, and Philip Orr on 
that special occasion.

The very successful inaugural Ladies Lunch 
was held on 6th April and was attended 
by over 150 ladies. Many thanks to the 
organisers Stephanie Chapman, Sally 
Campbell, Suzanne Hawe, and MC and 
‘token male on the day’ Henry Anderson.

I made it to 20 of the 23 club dinners, and 
19 of the 20 AIL pre-match lunches, and in 
doing so built lasting friendships with the 
club presidents in Division 1B, and other 
club presidents on the dinner circuit. 

It was an honour to represent this great 
club, one which I thoroughly enjoyed and 
will treasure. It is so much easier when 
things are going well, and this year was the 
culmination of many years hard work by 
many people.  I was fortunate to be at the 
helm when this all came to fruition.

Pictured left - Surprise birthday cake 
for Club President Willie Campbell at 

the November occasional lunch

Ivan Campbell and his fiancee Emer Mulcahy, 
celebrating the 3rd’s Double with 

his father, Club President Willie Campbell
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A Club (NOT JUST) For Life

Old Wesley has long been recognised as a Club 
for Life, but in recent years it is more and more 
becoming a Club for Family Life.  This is due to a 
number of factors, one of which must be our very 
strong Mini and Youth operation and structure.  

At the last count, there were over 30 current 
adult players who are sons of former Old Wesley 
players.  And if you include the large number of 
mini and youth players who are sons, and indeed 
daughters, of former players, it is clear that the 
Old Wesley “family” will live on for many years to 
come.

Old Wesley household names like Priestman, 
Motyer, Hawe, Vincent, Pim and Bursey, to name 
but a few, jump off the team sheets. In addition 
there are players whose grandfathers also played 
for Old Wesley.

The name Wallace is synonymous with Old 
Wesley. There is currently just one active playing 
member of this dynasty, John, who plays junior 
rugby. His cousin Colin is officially retired but 
makes the odd cameo appearance and also seems 
to have political aspirations, guesting for Neale 
Richmond’s Dail and Seanad team.  

John’s father did not play for Old Wesley, however 
his three uncles, John, Bob and George all did, 
as did his cousins Derek, Stephen, Ian, Peter and 
the aforementioned Colin. No wonder that at one 
stage the club could have been renamed “Old 
Wallace”. And it’s far from over yet. 

Between John, Bob and George, they have 5 
grandsons, and indeed 5 granddaughters. So it is 
highly likely we will see more Wallaces in future 
years playing for Old Wesley.

In junior rugby, David Priestman keeps the family 
name involved.  David is the son of former club 
captain and president Dave.  David’s uncles 
Brian, Norman and Ernie Porter, as well as his 
grandfather Gerry, all played for Old Wesley. 

Another famous Old Wesley name is McCoy.  
There are no current McCoy players, however 
Graeme is a former player and a very active team 
manager with our senior team. Graeme’s father 
Doug and grandfather Bob, together with his 
uncle Gordon are all former players.

Our president, senior deputy and junior deputy, as 
well as our immediate past president all have sons 
actively playing rugby. President Adrian’s son Tim 
plays on the 3rds and Gary plays Under 20s.  His 
other son Greg would also be playing except that 
it is a long commute from Singapore. 

David Poff, son of Nigel, is an active member of 
our senior squad, and David’s cousin Andrew 
Godsil, son of Richard, plays junior rugby. John 
Love, son of Robbie, has returned to junior rugby 
after an injury.  And John’s grandfather John, who 
many older members will remember, also played 
for Old Wesley, as did his cousins Richard, David 
and Alan Thompson. And finally Willie Campbell’s 
son, Ivan, is a key member of our 3rds team.

Simon Campion plays junior rugby, and whilst 
his father and former Hon Secretary, Angus did 
not play, Simon’s grandfather and former club 
president, Ernie Bodell certainly did. Ian Sheridan, 
son of former player and referee, Wayne, plays 
junior rugby. Also Ian’s grandfather was former 
Old Wesley and Leinster player and club captain, 
Eric Craven.

The McConnell family is probably one of, if not 
the oldest families in Old Wesley. Whilst there are 
no current active players, recently retired Jamie 
is a manager on our 3rd team. Jamie’s father 
and former president, Tennant, is of course an 
ex player.  Jamie’s grandfather George, and great 
uncles John, a former president, and Arthur also 
played, as did his great grandfather J.J. McConnell, 
who played in the very early days of the club. 
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And if tradition continues, the future looks bright 
for Old Wesley as Jamie has two sons, George and 
Louis, who we could well see playing in the future.
Zak Bursey joined the adult ranks last year after 
leaving school. 

He played Under 20s and was certainly not out of 
his depth in the odd 2nds appearance. His father 
is the ‘very shy’ David who, at his ripe age, even 
donned the boots for a few minutes during 
last season.  

Zak’s brother Matthew would, no doubt, 
also be playing but is currently living 
abroad.  Graham and Neale 
Richmond are not actively 
playing but do 
make the odd 
guest appearance 
on junior teams.  
Their father and past 
president, Tom, would be proud of 
their achievements.

Others not mentioned above 
include, Craig and Josh Miller, 
sons of Brian, Stephen Boyle, son 
of Eric, Andrew Vincent, son of 
Deryck, Jack Maybury, son of Mark, 
Ben Burns, son of Graham, Stephen 
Keane, son of Declan, David Motyer, 
son of Brian, Ben Whitehead, son 
of Eddie, Josh Pim, son of Alastair - 
grandson of David and nephew of 
Chris Pim and Stephen Mooney.

Richard Jermyn, son of 
David and nephew of 
Michael Rafter, David 
Braithwaite, son of Ken, 
Michael Kearney, son 
of Noel, Colin McDonald, son of Pat, Mark Strong, 
son of Dermot, Stephen May, son of Robbie, 

William and Cameron Wood, son of Graham and 
Conor Byrden, son of past president Jimmy.

So it is clear that the future looks very bright 
for Old Wesley.  A Club for Life, yes; a club for 
families, definitely.
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Cleaners of 
Old Wesley Rugby Kit
Wish Old Wesley RFC 

all the best 
for the new season 

121 – 123 Main Street,
Ranelagh, Dublin 6.

Tel: 01 4910592

Codec can help in the areas of:
• IT Strategy                  • Cybersecurity
• CRM Solutions                 • Business Intelligence 
• ERP Solutions                  • Cloud & DevOps Solutions
• Enterprise Performance   • Telephony in the
   Management        Cloud                  
  

Building Transformative 
Digital Solutions 
for your Business
Codec is an Irish Full-Stack IT Solutions consultancy 
founded in 1985 and headquartered in Dublin with  
offices in Cork, Galway, Belfast,  London, Cologne and 
Warsaw. Employing 218 staff, Codec is growing rapidly, 
expanding our team of industry-leading experts, while 
continuing to deliver on the promise of empowering 
businesses in the public and private sectors. 

Old Wesley Match Programme Ad Codec 06.09.18.indd   1 06/09/2018   14:52:19
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The Club 
A new season is upon us and we all look forward with great anticipation to 
the coming year. Looking back on last year all our teams were so successful 
and this was reflected in the yearly bar takings.

With our new facilities the club is in great 
demand. With two function rooms which have 
surround sound, four TV screens, Wi-Fi, a full 
bar and our caterer Ali Davis who is doing 
amazing work for the club, I expect another 
great year.

It is now the ideal venue to host all your 
upcoming celebrations. It is also important 
that all our members support the club by 
having your company seminars, Christmas 
parties, summer events etc. Old Wesley has 
now been voted ‘Club of the Year’ by the 
Leinster Referees for the second year running; 
no other club has achieved this.

The previous year has been very enjoyable, 
working alongside our chairman Shane Gill 
and the executive committee. Shane has now 
retired from this position and I would like to 
acknowledge the hard work he has put in over 
the last five years in getting the club in the 
position it is in now. 

Our new chairman, John Lowry, I am sure will 
continue the work for a better future for the 
club. I would like to congratulate our previous 
president Willie Campbell on a fantastic year. 
I am looking forward to working with our new 
president Adrian Hawe and wish him all the 
best in the coming season. 

Many thanks to Tracy, Martin, Paul, Stephen 
and all the bar staff who have worked with 
me, for their professionalism and hard work 
throughout the year. I have also enjoyed 
working alongside Brenda and Pauline in 
the office. Finally, every year gives us all new 
challenges on the pitch and in the club. We 
will strive to make this club a place where 
everyone is welcome, and no one wants to 
leave at the end of the night! 

Bring on the new season!
Cheers!

Michael Weafer
Club Manager

Martin, Brenda, Pauline and Michael
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Protestant Aid aims to dispense every cent 

received from subscribers in grant aid, an 

efficiency unsurpassed by few if any

charities.

• GENERAL GRANTS
• ANNUITIES
• HEATING GRANTS
• EDUCATION GRANT

If you have a real financial problem, or 
know someone else who does, ask your 
Rector or social worker to get in touch 
with us.

Protestant Aid exists to help relieve the distress 
of financial hardship and deprivation on a strictly 
non-denominational basis, treating all  calls for 
help equally, regardless of religious or social 
backgrounds.

Protestant Aid helps people throughout the
Republic whose difficulties have been brought to 
light through social workers and clergy.

74 Upper Leeson Street, Dublin 4. Tel: 01 668 4298. Fax: 01 660 3292.
Email: info@protestantaid.org

www.protestantaid.org

A Helping Hand to 
those in need
A Helping Hand to 
those in need
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✃

Creditor’s Name  Old Wesley Rugby Football Club
Creditor identifier IE32SDD361072
Creditor address  Old Wesley RFC, Donnybrook, Dublin 4
City Dublin
Postcode  D04 EY28
Country Ireland

Unique Mandate 
Reference (UMR)

E1,250
 EVERY

MONTH

 1st 

PRIZE

E650
 EVERY 
MONTH

 2nd
PRIZE

E350
 EVERY 
MONTH

 3rd
PRIZE

E120
 EVERY 
MONTH

 4th
PRIZE

Prize 
Fund
Per Annum

Prize 
Fund
Per Annum

330,000330,000
Unique Mandate Reference (UMR) – to be completed by Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

By signing this mandate form, you authorise (A) Old Wesley Rugby Football Club to send instructions to your 
bank to debit your account and (B) your bank to debit your account in accordance with the instructions from Old 
Wesley Rugby Football Club. As part of your rights, you are entitled to a refund from your bank under the terms and 
conditions of your agreement with your bank. A refund must be claimed within 8 weeks starting from the date on 
which your account was debited. Your rights are explained in a statement that you can obtain from your bank.
Please complete all the fields marked*

Upon signing this mandate your monthly payment shall be collected in or around the last day of the month 
following the signing of this instruction.

Please tick below the number of units per month you wish to sign up for and then enter that Euro amount in the 
monthly payment field further below.

Your account number – IBAN*

Your bank identifier code – BIC*

Date of signature* (DD/MM/YY)

Type of     Payment*

Please Sign Here *

Signature(s)

Please return this mandate to the Creditor

SEPA Direct Debit MandateSEPA Direct Debit Mandate

One Unit E10 Two Units E20 Three Units E30

Four Units E40 Five Units E50

Monthly Payment       E

Your Name*
Your address

Your City/ Postcode
Country

Number of units

To join, simply request a form from the office 
or one of the contacts below. 

Complete the form and return to:
“Supporters Club” Draw, Old Wesley RFC, Donnybrook, Dublin 4.

Robbie Love, 086 887 1110
  robbie.love45@gmail.com
David Priestman, 087 258 1628
  dave@sheeraninsurances.com

Michael Cornick, 087 634 0302
  woolcorn@gmail.com
Alan Chapman, 086 233 3589     
  chapmanconsultancy1@gmail.com

Win excellent cash prizes each month 
while supporting the development 
and growth of rugby in Old Wesley

Supporters Club Draw

Are you signed in with a chance to win?
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With its Panoramic Room 
and vista over the famous 
Leinster grounds, it offers 
a prestigious location to 
host your flawless event, be 
it a corporate or personal 
function.

Michael and his team promise 
you an occassion that will 
create longlasting memories. 

“Old Wesley Rugby Club is more than just a superb 
sporting facility in the heart of Donnnybrook”

Contact Michael or Pauline on 
(01) 668 9153 or email info@oldwesley.ie 

and they will be pleased to help you 
organise every detail



Proudly Supporting
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

Offices in Dublin, Cork, Limerick and Mullingar

Tel:  +353 (0)1 266 6000
Fax:       353 (0)1 266 6620
Email:     requests@aon.ie
Web:              www.aon.ie

MacDonagh Boland Crotty MacRedmond Ltd. t/a Aon MacDonagh Boland
 is regulated by the Financial Regulator
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