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We have all been counting down the days 
to when we can resume playing at club 
level since the 2019-20 season had to be 
prematurely ended on March 19th due to 
the COVID -19 pandemic.

On that account I congratulate the clubs of 
Ireland whose players and members – male 
and female -  valiantly augmented the HSE 
and the front-line staffs,  in the all round 
efforts against the deadly coronavirus.

We also commend the clubs for their 
supportive role in consultation with the 
IRFU in bringing about the agreed modified 
programme for the 2020/’21 season in 
which player welfare and COVID-19 risk 
mitigation are the main considerations.

While the principal spotlight of our game 
focuses on our National and Provincial 
teams, the IRFU’s resolve for the well 
being of  men’s and women’s club fare is 
evidenced in the various initiatives put in 
place to help increase the vibrancy of the 
club scene, of which this season’s one-off 
modified structure is an example.

After extensive consultation with the 
clubs we believe a most attractive  and 
novel competitive fixtures programme has 
emerged across the men’s and women’s 
game which sees the season split in two 
stages; 

Stage One between September and 
December confined to  localised matches 
and incorporating the Energia Community 
Series; and Stage Two,  the playing of a 
reformatted Energia All Ireland Leagues, 
commencing in January.

All told then, we share with you the exciting 
prospect of a busy and fulfilling club season 
for which we outline the gratitude of all our 
Union colleagues to Energia, the official 
energy partner to Irish rugby, highlighted by 
title sponsorship of the men’s and women’s 
All Ireland League competitions. We wish 
all our club members a safe and enjoyable 
season. 

         Nicky Comyn, 
         Des Kavanagh
         President & 
         Incoming President 
         Irish Rugby Football Union

Nicky Comyn Des Kavanagh 

MESSAGE FROM: IRISH RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION 

It is our privilege as President and incoming President of 
the Irish Rugby Football Union to extend our best wishes to 
Old Wesley RFC for the 2020-’21 season.
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As President of Leinster Rugby I wish to extend my best wishes 
to the players, members and supporters of Old Wesley RFC for 
an enjoyable and sporting 2020/21 Season.
I also wish to express my sincere thanks 
to my predecessor Robert Deacon and to 
acknowledge the tremendous work that he has 
undertaken for Leinster. 

He has been an outstanding representative 
for Leinster Rugby and his Club Old Wesley. 
Robert was the 6th Leinster President from 
your Club, a club that is held in the highest 
esteem throughout the rugby playing world. 

During my rugby career in Leinster I have 
had the privilege to have come into contact 
with Stan Browning and Philip Orr who 
have served the Club with distinction on the 
Leinster Executive and they have exemplified 
all the sporting values that Old Wesley have 
throughout their club.

I would like to take the opportunity to appeal 
to all players, members, volunteers, supporters 
and sponsors to assist your Club in whatever 
way they can during these challenging times 
for our sport. 

What was the norm is no longer the norm and 
as we transition from an abbreviated and un-
completed 2019/20 Season in which we 

“lost” over 700 fixtures including our prestige 
Leinster competitions we are mindful that we 
now have to adapt, improvise and diversify in 
order to cope with these challenges. This will 
require your team work and dedication.

I wish to congratulate Nigel Poff on his 
appointment as President and wish him every 
success in the role that he takes over from 
Adrian Hawe. I would also like to wish the 
Club’s Executive Committee under the Chair of 
Peter Squires well for the season ahead.  

The Best of Luck to Iain McGann who 
continues in his role as Club Captain and heads 
a side that was very competitive in Division 1B 
of the AIL last season prior to the season being 
terminated, with just 4 games remaining to be 
played. 

The various Old Wesley sides have enjoyed 
considerable success these past few seasons. 
This is a tremendous acknowledgement that 
the efforts of so many club volunteers have 
made as team coaches, managers and officials 
to providing your players of all abilities with an 
enjoyable rugby career and a Club for Life.

MESSAGE FROM: 
PRESIDENT
LEINSTER RUGBY

John Walsh

A Club for Life
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Leinster Rugby has throughout the years 
enjoyed a long and mutually beneficial 
relationship with Old Wesley in what is the 
home of Leinster Rugby at Donnybrook. 

As we continue to develop the facilities 
at the grounds for the benefit of players 
and supporters throughout our 12 County 
Province, we look forward to that relationship 
continuing to flourish and develop. 

Old Wesley’s excellent facilities and warm 
welcomes extended to visiting teams and 
supporters by so many of Old Wesley’s 
members are a positive reflection as to what 
Leinster Rugby aims are in promoting our 
sport.

Referees: The number of fixtures in Leinster 
continues to increase annually as our 
competitions cater for all sectors of  an 
expanding Leinster Rugby. In recent seasons 

we are catering for in excess of 5,000 fixtures 
and therefore we need more referees to 
ensure that the experience of playing rugby is 
enjoyable for all.

We would urge players to consider 
extending their involvement with the game 
by approaching the ARLB to explore the 
opportunities that they provide in training and 
mentoring for what can be a very rewarding, 
enjoyable and meaningful contribution to 
Leinster Rugby.   

To all in Old Wesley RFC I wish you a happy, 
healthy and enjoyable fun-filled rugby season.

  John Walsh
  President 
  Leinster Rugby 2020/21

Ross Byrne makes a break, supported by Scott 
Fardy and Andrew Porter against Munster.
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We at Energia are delighted to see the 
return of rugby and extremely proud to 
support the new Energia Community 
Series and 2021 Energia AIL competitions.  
Covid-19 has had a huge impact on our 
country and in some shape or form it has 
affected all of us nationwide. We would 
like to wish everyone well during what 
continues to be a very challenging time. 

Lockdown gave people time to assess what 
was most important to them such as family 
and friends. Among many other things, the 
absence of sport was a reminder of just how 
much we love it. 

At Energia we are extremely proud 
to support men’s and women’s rugby 
throughout Ireland - from being the Official 
Energy Partner to the IRFU and Leinster 
Rugby to our sponsorship of the Energia 
All-Ireland Leagues and Energia Park, we 
are committed to being the power behind 
the game at all levels up and down the 
country. 

As rugby recommences in its various 
forms, it is more important than ever that 
we harness the power of #PositiveEnergy 
that is at the core of Energia’s rugby 
sponsorship at all levels. 

While fans at live games may be limited 
for some time, it is crucial that we support 
players in any way we can and we are 
committed to playing our part in shining a 
light on the game from grassroots right up 
to the national team.  

We wish everyone involved in the game 
of rugby from players, to clubs, to 
volunteers, to the organisers well during 
this challenging time and we look forward 
to rugby being able to help lift the spirits of 
the nation once again. 

Gary Ryan
Managing Director 
Energia Customer Solutions

MESSAGE FROM: 
TITLE SPONSOR 
ALL IRELAND LEAGUES 

Gary Ryan

A Club for Life
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It is both an honour and a privilege to have 
been elected President of Old Wesley RFC for 
the 2020/21 season. On behalf of all members 
of our club, I would like to extend a very 
warm welcome to all our friends, supporters, 
visiting teams, match officials and sponsors to 
Donnybrook and Ballycorus. I hope you enjoy 
your visit to our club.

Even with all that is going on we should 
look forward to the season ahead. It will be 
a challenge no doubt both on and off the 
pitch. On pitch safety of ALL the players, 
coaches, managers, physios, match officials 
and spectators is of the utmost importance. 
Thanks to our own Club COVID-19 Safety 
Officer Wayne Sheridan and all the 
compliance officers for all their assistance 
in understanding and implementing the 
ever-changing safety guidelines issued from 
government, HSE and the IRFU.

To our club captain Iain McGann, and all 
players throughout the club from under 6 
to the senior team, I wish you an enjoyable, 
successful and injury free season. I also wish 
our head coach Morgan Lennon, and all 
coaches, management and medical staff the 
very best of luck for this season. 

Even with the sudden end to the 2019/20 
Season the club had another successful year. 
Our 1stXV were 2nd in AIL 1B, the 3rds (Club 
Team of the Year) had just finished unbeaten 
winning the Metro 2 League for the 2nd year 
in a row. Our U20s had just finished their JP 
Fanagan Premier 1 league and had secured 
their place in this years Premier 1 league 
without having to go through qualification. 
Our 2nds finished third in Metro 1, our 4ths 
third in Metro 4 and the 5ths finished fourth in 
Metro 5. 

Our touch teams had only come out of 
winter hibernation and unfortunately, due to 
restrictions, this has curtailed their season so 
far. Our minis and youth teams are thriving 
and have big plans for the coming season 
thanks to Andrew Bowers, Patricia Parfrey 
and everyone else in Ballycorus on a Sunday 
morning. 

We are the envy of many a club and the 
success of the club in having first class 
facilities here in Donnybrook and Ballycorus is 
backed up by amazing volunteers. Thank you.

Finally, I would like to especially thank our 
main sponsors Savills for their continuing 
support, to Dave Jermyn and Arachas and 
indeed all our corporate sponsors for their 
continued support. We simply would not 
function without it. 

To Alan Chapman and his team, thank you for 
producing yet again what is probably the best 
club programme in the country and to all of 
the advertisers thank you for your support 
in these difficult times. Well done to Robert 
Deacon for what he managed to achieve 
during his term as Leinster Rugby President in 
difficult circumstances.  

I look forward to seeing you all during the 
season and hope you enjoy the famous Old 
Wesley welcome provided by our Club Manager 
Michael Weafer and his team. Please join me 
in supporting all our teams during the season 
both on and off the pitch.

Nigel Poff
President 2020-2021
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

MESSAGE FROM: 
PRESIDENT
OLD WESLEY
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 

Nigel Poff
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MESSAGE FROM: 
CAPTAIN
OLD WESLEY
RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 

Iain McGann
It’s with great pride that I accept the privilege of being named Old Wesley 
Club Captain for the 2020/21 season. Having joined the club back at mini 
rugby level, it’s an honour to again fulfil the role of Club Captain. 
I’d like to start by welcoming all coaches, 
players, supporters and visiting teams to 
Donnybrook. The ending to last season was 
certainly the strangest any of us have 
experienced, but one that was fully 
understandable given the wider circumstances 
– hopefully this season will see a good degree 
of normality return, both on and off the field. 
We sat in second place in Division 1B with four 
games remaining when the season came to an 
abrupt end. 

We were readying ourselves for a likely playoff 
run, with the aim of going one better than the 
previous year where we came unstuck in the 
playoff final against a strong UCC side. The J1’s 
just missed out on a place in the Metro League 
Final, narrowly losing out to UCD in the last 
league game, in what was effectively a semi-
final. The squad were well set to give the Metro 
Cup a real go until the season ended early. The 
revised structure rolled out for this season, with 
the newly formed Energia Leinster League, will 
see plenty of local rivalries renewed in the early 
part of the season, with a reduced nine game 
All Ireland League campaign then scheduled for 
after the Christmas break.

I’d like to send a special thank you to all 
the supporters who backed us all season, 
particularly those who followed us up and 
down the country – your support is greatly 
appreciated, and certainly doesn’t go unnoticed 
within the squad. 

We hope all our members continue to keep 
safe and well and it will be great to catch up 
over a socially distanced pint in the clubhouse 
throughout the course of the season. 

To all our club sponsors, in particular Savills, 
I would like to extend a massive thank you for 
your continued support. Sponsorship in the 
current climate is far from a given – we truly 
do appreciate the support we receive from all 
our sponsors which enables the club to run 
smoothly. 

I would like to wish all players, coaches, 
managers and volunteers - from minis right up 
to senior level - all the best for the upcoming 
season. I’m hopeful that we’ll have plenty of 
success to celebrate throughout the club during 
the year.

I wish to extend a big thank you to last year’s 
Club President, Adrian Hawe, for the dedication 
and commitment he showed throughout the 
season and also into the summer – it certainly 
wasn’t the way either of us were hoping for the 
season to end - but it was a pleasure to be club 
captain alongside Adrian. Finally, I would like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate incoming 
president, Nigel Poff, on his appointment and 
wish him a successful season. 

Iain McGann
Captain
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club
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Mark Reynolds
It has been a year like no other – but Savills is delighted to 
confirm its commitment to Old Wesley RFC for another campaign, 
at a time when providing social connections, a sense of 
community and a unifying goal means more than ever. 

13

A Club for Life

We have learned this year the importance of 
surrounding ourselves with the best people. 

At Savills, we believe that our people are our 
most important asset - and the same can be 
said of this great club. Together, the players, 
coaches, groundskeepers, bar staff and 
office staff – amongst others – all have a 
part to play in achieving success this season 
and with the spirit of determination and 
commitment long associated with the club, 
I know that this challenge will be tackled 
head-on. 

I, along with everyone at Savills, am 
delighted to see the return of rugby and wish 
to thank everyone at Old Wesley RFC for 
their perseverance, dedication, and support 
of the sport during what has so far been an 
exceptionally tough year. 

While there may be restrictions on 
attendance at games for a while, the support 
of players, members and staff has never 
been more important. 

Savills is with you all the way, and we hope 
to see a return to normal soon.

I wish all the teams – from the firsts to the 
fifths – the very best of luck for 2020/2021 
season.

Mark Reynolds
Managing Director
Savills Ireland

MESSAGE FROM: 
MAIN
SPONSOR 
SAVILLS
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Old Wesley, 
a safer, 
Club for Life
Welcome to Old Wesley keeping our members 
and guests safe.
Rugby is back in Old Wesley, following on from 
a comprehensive Risk Assessment and the 
introduction of safety measures. These measures 
adhere to Government legislation and IRFU 
guidelines. Our Clubhouse is open and we are 
back on the Pitch in Both Donnybrook and 
Ballycorus. 
Please note that all details are correct at time 
of publication 
Please check www.oldwesley.ie for the current 
measures that may affect services to members. 
These measures include but are not exclusive to 
advising, implementing, and controlling:
• Preventing the spread of infection, through   
 social distancing and contact tracing records
• Hand Hygiene
• Respiratory Etiquette
• Physically Distancing Etiquette
• Cleaning and Sanitation
Providing a safe but welcoming environment to all 
our members and guests.

Rugby:
Our Senior, Under 20, Junior, Youth and Mini 
groups are all back playing under the IRFU 
Guidelines.

Clubhouse:
In accordance with government regulations the 
Clubhouse bar is now open to serve food during 
Senior and Under 20 home games and Heineken 
cup matches. There are a limited number of tables 
available in the Upstairs bar and a table can be 
booked by contacting Michael Weafer on 086 
397 0479. It is also possible to drop in and order 
a meal subject to tables being available, but don’t 
be disappointed and book in advance.
 
Gym:
The Old Wesley Gym is now available for fully paid 
up members to use – please check the website for 
the currently enforced arrangements. 

Numbers in the Gym are strictly limited and must 
be booked 24 hours in advance via the following 
link: https://www.donnybrookperformance.ie/
booking-sign-in/

Ronan Bools
Ireland’s public health advice is guided by WHO and ECDC advice

www.gov.ie/health-covid-19
www.hse.ie 

For Daily Updates Visit

#holdfirm

COVID-19 symptoms include
> high temperature
> cough
> breathing difficulty
> sudden loss of sense of smell or taste
> flu-like symptoms

Continue to:

Stay safe.
Protect
each other.

Wash
your hands well
and often to avoid
contamination.

Cover
your mouth and nose 
with a tissue or sleeve 
when coughing or 
sneezing and discard 
used tissue safely

Distance
yourself at least
2 metres (6 feet) away 
from other people, 
especially those who 
might be unwell

Avoid
crowds and
crowded places

Know
the symptoms. If you 
have them self isolate 
and contact your GP 
immediately

Coronavirus COVID-19
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A Club for Life

John Lowry
MESSAGE FROM: 
CHAIRMAN
OLD WESLEY RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 

My Chairman’s report which follows will focus 
on the club’s performances ‘ON THE FIELD’ 
in the 2019/2020 season and some of the 
activities that have been going on ‘OFF THE 
FIELD’ and behind the scenes.
 
ON THE FIELD 
Our senior team had a very successful AIL 
season winning 10 of its fixtures and finishing 
in 2nd position behind leaders Highfield before 
the season came to an abrupt halt. 

Congratulations to all players who played 
on the team and credit must also go to 
the coaching staff of Morgan Lennon, Alan 
Large, Ian Dumbleton and Dave Rowley, 
ably supported by the backroom team of 
Nathan Cardy, Eric Cullinane, Steve Barry, Pat 
McDonald, David Jermyn, Mark Maybury and 
Graeme McCoy. 

The 2nds had an impressive campaign having 
played 14, won 11 and lost 3. In the process beat 
every side in the league. Thanks to the team 
management which comprised Eddie Fogarty, 
Gordon McCoy, Robert Deacon and our trusted 
touch judge Ken Richardson. 

The Under 20’s were back in the U20 
Premiership for the first time in many years 
and after a difficult start which took time to get 
used to the standard. 

However, they had a number of excellent 
performances in the second half of the 
campaign and were successful in retaining their 
position in Premier 1 for the 2020-2021 season. 

Again, the players are to be congratulated 
along with all the coaching team of Ronan 
O’Donovan, Darren Horan, Conor Lavelle, 
Aindriu Conroy plus the backroom team of 
Declan Keane, Declan Melvin, Bernard Raftery, 
James Garvan, Andrew Egan and Andrew Miller. 
Special mention to Eoin Deegan who was 
awarded ‘Player of the Year’ for the second year 
running and team captain David Young who led 
by example and enthusiasm despite being on 
the touchline for a long spell. 

The 3rds played in Metro 2 league winning 
all 14 matches. Unfortunately the final was 
cancelled but in the end the Leinster Branch 
awarded the trophy to Old Wesley, so justice 
was done. An outstanding achievement, 
considering many J1 sides play in this league, 
earning the group “Team of the Year”. 

Congratulations to all involved including Brian 
Hastings, Marc Warburton, Jamie McConnell, 
Stuart Kinlan, Tennant McConnell and captain 
Gavin Telford. The OWRFC motif of “A Club 
for Life” was visibly demonstrated by the 3 
generations of the same McConnell family 
attending every match with ‘Young Supporter of 
the Year’ George. 

After what has been a most extraordinary year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic it will 
be the hope of all rugby teams in the country that we will begin to return to normality 
and once again we in Old Wesley RFC will be able to welcome, not only our fellow 
members but also those from visiting teams, to our magnificent grounds and pavilion. 
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The 4ths played in Metro Division 4 and ended 
up in 3rd place finishing the season with a 19-
49 away win over Greystones. The team was 
captained by Guy Cresswell and coached and 
managed by Paul McClatchie, Al O’Connor and 
Richie Morrow. 

The 5ths played in Metro Division 5 and 
finished in 4th place just missing out on the 
play-offs. Big John Wallace captained the side 
and the team was coached and managed by 
Graham Richmond, Bryan Moore, Colin Wallace, 
Dave Heelin, Jimmy Byrden and our now current 
President Nigel Poff.

Last but by no means least, we come to Mini 
and Youth Rugby, the development of which 
is very important for the continuing success of 
Old Wesley. As part of our 3-year Strategic Plan 
we came up with several objectives for Mini and 
Youths. 
 •  Rugby management 
 •  Development of rugby pathway 
 •  Growing the membership; and 
 •  Developing and sustaining internal 
     coaching & management structure. 

Implementation has already started under the 
guidance of Patricia Parfrey, our Mini/Youth 
Rugby Coordinator and Child Welfare Officer, 
our Director of Mini & Youth (Andrew Bowers) 
and our Head of Youth Rugby (David Foulds). 

We shall continue to monitor and measure our 
progress against our strategic objectives which 
will undoubtedly lay a stronger foundation to 
developing this key section of our rugby playing 
community. That concludes a brief summary of 
our excellent rugby achievements over the past 
(aborted) season. 

A total of 47 members have received a 
special mention above for their hard work 
and dedication to the success of Old Wesley 
for which we are very thankful; these are of 
course in addition to the various Boards and 
Committees which go to make the club the 
success that it is. 

OFF THE FIELD 
Health & Safety/COVID-19 
The Coronavirus pandemic has changed all 
our lives (at least for the moment) and Old 
Wesley has been affected in many ways like 
every other part of society. It has affected 
rugby playing, training, use of the pavilion, bar 
and gym and consequently the finances of the 
club and the need for all of us to protect each 
other and ourselves. To ensure that the club 
comply with all Government legislation and 
recommendations and those of various health 
specialists, Wayne Sheridan stepped into the key 
COVID-19 Safety and Compliance role and we 
thank him for his efforts in this key role. 

Tom O’Callaghan heads for the corner against 
Shannon in Donnybrook last season.
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A Club for Life

Our Facilities 
Following the extensive investment into the 
new facilities that we now have in Donnybrook 
the Club has been reinvigorated helping to 
encourage more players to join us and has 
allowed us to generate additional income 
streams from corporate, private and other 
commercial activities. In the season past we 
identified a few smaller capital projects that we 
wished to undertake as follows: 

Downstairs Bar/Hall 
The refurbishment of this area of the pavilion 
(development led by Dermot Strong and his 
team) has enabled us to entertain additional 
parties and events, for example the Irish Ladies 
Hockey Olympic play-off with Canada, which 
Ireland won and guaranteed qualification for 
the next Olympics. Let us hope that, when they 
are finally staged, the great achievement of the 
Ladies is rewarded both with participation and 
success. We are further investigating how we 
can best capitalise on our improved downstairs 
facility and discussions are already taking place 
with a prospective partner to use it as a dance 
exercise club. 

Gymnasium 
The upstairs Gymnasium has also been greatly 
enhanced and the club now has in place a Gym 
for players (and members) commensurate with 
our objective to continue to compete at the 
highest level of rugby in the country (apparently 
our President has already used the facility to 
improve his own personal fitness in preparation 
for the year ahead!). 

Finance, Sponsorship & Fund Raising 
Obviously Revenue generating opportunities 
have been adversely affected by the restricted 
use of the pavilion and bar, however, our 
Honorary Treasurer, Peter Squires and his 
team (Pauline, Brenda and Patricia) have done 
sterling work in managing the club finances in 
very difficult circumstances. 

I want to especially thank our main club 
sponsors, Savills, for their generous support 
which is essential to the operation of the Club 
and to all our other corporate and personal 
patrons, your financial contributions are vital.

Again, Alan Chapman produced an excellent 
Match Programme, the Club Monthly Draw has 
also seen encouraging growth in participants 
and Robbie Love is to be commended for his 
work in increasing the revenue in this area. I 
would appeal to all members, not currently in 
the draw, to join it, with a prize fund of €2,370 
each month. 

The Business Lunch has also contributed to the 
Club coffers and thanks again are due to Paul 
Short. I would also like to thank Mark Younge 
who has agreed to take over managing this 
important social and income generating event. 

Adrian Hawe, ably supported by Eddie Fogarty 
and many others, hosted a corporate golf event 
in Powerscourt. This was a hugely successful 
event and a big earner for the club and we hope 
to host another corporate golf day next year 
once the current environment improves. 

I would also like to extend our thanks to all 
the work that Mark Egan, Ken Richardson and 
Thomas O’Brien have put into developing our 
online presence with a huge effort in particular 
being put into upgrading and developing our 
club website. Mark and Tom have worked 
tirelessly to further enhance our Digital and 
Social Media platforms. Our social media on 
Twitter and Facebook keeps our members 
informed in real-time, keeping us up to date 
on all club news and live score feeds. Live 
streaming of matches on Facebook was again 
very popular. 

I am also delighted that we have persuaded two 
dedicated club members in Neville Moran and 
Andrew Bowers to step up into the Honorary 
Treasurer and Honorary Secretary roles left 
vacant by Peter Squires and Alan Browning 
respectively. 

Both Neville and Andrew are joining our 
Executive team having been very involved as 
coaches in our mini and youths rugby section. 
This again demonstrates the key importance of 
mini rugby to the future of the Club - not just 
in terms of future players for the adult teams 
but also in terms of future Administrators and 
Executives of the Club. 
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I want to thank Michael Weafer and all the bar 
staff for keeping up the high standards and 
being such a friendly and popular face of the 
club. Thanks also to Pauline Farnan, Brenda Kyle 
and Patricia Parfrey for keeping the operations 
and finances in ship shape. 

Thanks too to all the Executive, with special 
thanks to Alan Browning for his years of steady 
and unstinting work behind the scenes and to 
Peter Squires for his unrelenting work on the 
club’s finances and many other parts of the club. 

Given that I will be stepping down due to travel 
and business commitments I am delighted to 
announce that Peter will be replacing me as 
Club Chairman. I believe this to be an excellent 
appointment for the club, particularly given his 
intimate knowledge of the inner workings of the 
club and the need for continuity at this time. 

I would like to thank our outgoing president 
Adrian Hawe who had a particularly difficult 
season to contend with. During the shortened 
season he has however greatly enhanced the 
reputation of our club and I am delighted that 
he will not be stepping back entirely and will 
continue to work with our rugby group into the 
future. 

This is excellent news for the club and will help 
us hopefully maintain the high standards of 
rugby that this club has achieved and help take 
us onto the next level. 

To all our supporters, families and friends 
a very big, thank you for your support and 
commitment to all our teams and the club. 
A particular note of thanks to our volunteers 
and all contributors without whom we cannot 
compete. 

The financial position of the club, due to the 
work of the Executive Committee and many 
members of the club and supporters, is 
reasonably healthy but I believe that we are far 
from out of the woods and further challenges 
will lie ahead. 

We are now facing into one of the most 
difficult seasons for the club and I would urge 
all members to encourage new people to join 
our club, either playing or non-playing, and to 
support the Executive team in whatever way 
possible. 

It has been a pleasure and honour to serve as 
Old Wesley Chairman and I wish my successor, 
Peter Squires, and our incoming President, Nigel 
Poff best wishes for the season ahead.

John Lowry
Chairman

8, The Village Centre,
Lucan Road,

Lucan,
Co. Dublin

Tel:  01 628 0706
email: gugs@eircom.net
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Peter Squires
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Supporting 
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Each day, our expertise and hands-on approach helps our clients’ 
businesses run smoothly. Our broad range of services and solutions 
provide you with everything you need under one roof:

• International Expansion 

• Accounting & Statutory Audit Services 

• Company Secretarial & Company Formations

• Tax Compliance & Advisory
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About Vistra

Ranked among the top three corporate service providers globally, Vistra 
employs over 4,500 professionals across 45 jurisdictions throughout the 
Americas, Asia-Pacific, Europe and the Middle East. 

Wherever you want to do business, we can help you get started quickly 
and successfully. Through our global network, Vistra offers a tailored 
service built on extensive local knowledge – freeing you to focus on your 
business objectives.

Complete Corporate Solutions
Let us take care of the details, so you can focus on growing 
your business

DISCLAIMER: This document is subject to, and must be read in conjunction with our Legal Notice (including Disclaimer) at http://www.vistra.
com/notices. Copyright © 2020 by Vistra Group Holdings SA. All Rights Reserved. 



23

A Club for Life

Old Wesley is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Peter Squires as the new 
Chairman of the Club. Peter has acted as 
Honorary Treasurer for the club for the past 5 
seasons which saw the opening of our excellent 
new facilities in Donnybrook. Peter, like many of 
our current Executive, re-engaged with the club 
after his children joined Old Wesley playing for 
our underage teams. 

Peter himself played JCT & SCT rugby with 
Wesley College and reached the pinnacle of 
his short rugby playing career representing 
the college in their defeat to Presentation 
College Bray in the 1990 JCT Cup Final. Peter 
also played alongside many other Old Wesley 
members in a very successful SCT tour to 
Zimbabwe in 1992, a side which included one 
Eric Miller.  

Peter is a Chartered Accountant, having started 
his career with KPMG Dublin followed by a 
number of years working abroad in Sydney and 
London. On his return to Ireland, Peter and his 
brother co-founded an Accountancy Practice 
before selling their business to Vistra Ireland 
in 2018 where Peter continues to work and is 
Managing Director in Ireland. 

Over the past 5 years the club has grown 
significantly, with Peter involved at Executive 
level throughout this period. Whilst the current 
pandemic poses new challenges, having Peter 
at the helm brings essential continuity to steer 
the club through these difficult times. 

Old Wesley appoint Peter Squires as Chairman
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For up-to-date details of all fixtures, results and events visit the website @OldWesleyRFC www.facebook.com/
oldwesley

Old Wesley RFC thank all those who contributed articles to this Programme and 
all Sponsors and Advertisers for their very generous support.

The views expressed by contributors in this programme are personal ones and are not necessarily those of the Club.

Programme Committee:
Alan Chapman, (Chairman), 
Mark Egan, Ken Richardson 
and Ken Browne.

Club Contact Details:
Tel:  Office: 01 668 9153 
Email: info@oldwesley.ie
Website: www.oldwesley.ie

Acknowledgements:
Cover Design and  Layout: Murray Concepts.  
Photographs: Ken Richardson and Deryck 
Vincent. 

Trustees of Old Wesley RFC: 
Des Johnson, Terry Leggett, Tennant McConnell, Brian Molloy and Philip Orr.

OFFICERS OF THE CLUB 2019 - 2020

Nigel Poff
President

Robbie Love
Senior Deputy President

Ronan Bools
Junior Deputy President 
Facilities Director

Peter Squires
Chairman

Andrew Bowers
Hon. Secretary

Rob Deacon
Representative to
Leinster Branch

Neville Moran
Hon. Treasurer

Mark Egan
Chairman of
Promotions & Marketing

Ivan Sutton
Honorary Fixtures 
Secretary

David Jermyn
Chairman of Rugby

Ken Browne
Public Relations Officer
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President Leinster Branch 
2019-2020
To represent my club as the 100th President 
of the Leinster Branch last season was for 
me both a humbling honour and a wonderful 
experience. 

Who would ever have envisaged, as both domestic 
and professional rugby was about to enter the 
“business end” of the season, how all our day to 
day lives would change so dramatically due to the 
outbreak of COVID-19.

As the country went into lockdown, rugby came 
to an abrupt halt as many leagues and most cup 
competitions were nearing completion or had yet 
to commence. A decision was made to call the 
domestic season null and void except for those 
campaigns that had finished. It was a decision that 
was rightly questioned by many, but as time went 
by it became apparent that it had been the correct 
thing to do.

As Leinster President, I had, up to that point, 
enjoyed every aspect of what the role entailed. 
It gave me the opportunity to meet new and 
reacquaint with many great rugby people not just 
across the province but around the country and 
beyond. While being aware of the systems and 
structures that are in place, I came to appreciate 
the vast body of work carried out by so many 
wonderful volunteers across the twelve counties 
of Leinster.

In every affiliated club and school there are great 
people, both men and women, giving of their 
time both on and off the field, which lays the 
foundation for the growth and development of 
the game. This in turn produces the pathway for 
players whose aim is to either break through into 
the professional ranks or to just play the game as 
a pastime. 

The system is supported by both Branch 
personnel and the numerous and varied 
committees within the Branch that ensures the 
operation runs smoothly and efficiently. 

I was privileged as President to attend, up until 
lockdown, all of the Senior team’s games both 
home and away and witness first-hand how one of 
the most successful professional rugby club sides 
in the world operates. 

To be able to be in attendance in the dressing 
room post-match and hear Leo Cullen and Stuart 
Lancaster address the team was an eye opener for 
me. The players and back room team always made 
me feel welcome as part of the set-up, mind you, I 
never got to experience a losing dressing room!

After a prolonged hiatus, professional rugby 
resumed in September, albeit behind closed 
doors, enabling the season to continue. Leinster 
completed a hat trick of Guinness PRO14 titles by 
beating Ulster in the final, having gone through 
the season unbeaten in the competition. 

The depth in the squad of homegrown players was 
highlighted on many occasions and two stand out 
matches I witnessed were hard fought victories 
away to Benetton Treviso and Glasgow Warriors.

Unfortunately, the perfect season was not to be, 
Leinster’s only defeat coming in the quarter-final 
of the Heineken European Champions Cup against 
Saracens in an empty Aviva stadium. The quest to 
place the “fifth star” on the blue jersey will have 
to wait. Who knows what might have been if the 
match had taken place as scheduled in March 
with forty thousand plus Leinster fans baying for 
Sarries blood!   

Robert Deacon, President of the Leinster 
Branch IRFU, presents An Taoiseach, Leo 
Varadker TD with a signed Leinster jersey.
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Other highlights on my travels were the Heineken 
Champions Cup matches away to Lyon and again 
back in Treviso. In Lyon there was a pre-match 
lunch attended by nine hundred people. 
Sitting next to the owner of Lyon, who presumed 
that I owned Leinster, I did not like to disappoint 
him, he informed me he was going to invite me 
on stage to make a presentation to me. He failed 
to tell me I was going to be interviewed by the 
French master of ceremonies.
Stand out memories include attending and 
presenting the successful Leinster women’s 
team with caps at an excellent function in the 
RDS library. It was a pleasure to speak at a pre-
match lunch at which twenty-two Leinster Past 
President’s attended including our own Stan 
Browning. Meeting and presenting Leo Varadkar 
with a signed Leinster jersey at the Northampton 
game in the Aviva was another highlight. 
Presenting cups and medals at numerous finals, 
in particular, at an emerging schools finals day 
in Energia Park and a girl’s underage finals day 
at the same venue. The future augurs well for 
Leinster rugby, both men and women, with the 
skills and commitment on display at both events.
I was honoured to be asked to speak at, and 
launch the 150th Anniversary Book of our old 
friends and rivals Wanderers FC. in their Merrion 
Road club house. Also, being made an Honorary 
Life Member of the Leinster Branch Referee’s 
Association, becoming only the second person to 
do so. The pleasure I had in attending many social 
functions as President including numerous club 
dinners, all great occasions, none more so than 
our own annual dinner in Donnybrook.

I wish to congratulate Adrian Hawe on his year of 
office, he was an able companion at many events 
along the way. Adrian was looking forward, to the 
club enjoying further success as the seasons end 
approached, sadly it was not to be. 

However, he did get to enjoy the success of 
our J2’s whose unbeaten league campaign 
and achievements over the last few seasons is 
admired by all involved in Leinster junior rugby 
circles. 

There were a few disappointments mainly due to 
the season’s abrupt end. The cancellation of the 
Bank of Ireland Schools Senior and Junior Cup 
Finals - the Towns Cup and Youths Finals, all great 
occasions I had enjoyed immensely in preceding 
years and was so looking forward to. Sadly, also, 
losing out on the opportunity to travel to South 
Africa for two Guinness PRO14 games. 

On my travels throughout the Province and 
beyond and the warm welcomes and hospitality 
I received, it became more apparent the high 
esteem that our great club is held in. I hope I 
played my part by further enhancing Old Wesley’s 
reputation. 

Finally, I wish to thank all in Old Wesley for their 
good wishes and support along the way, and I so 
look forward to be able to get back to attending 
more matches in my club this season, hopefully 
soon.

Robert Deacon
Leinster Branch President 2019/20.

Outgoing President Lorcan Balfe, 
left, presents the seal of office to 
incoming President Robert Deacon 
during the 2019 Leinster Rugby 
AGM at RDS in Dublin.
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John Kilcullen holding court with 
Graham Blair and immediate Past 
President Willie Campbell

Jonathan Pim checks the team sheet
Dave Gargan and Maurice Hosie 
keep a close eye on developments

Des Johnson braves the elements 
during the AIL match against 
Malone in Belfast

Graeme McCoy encourages 
from the sideline
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All Ireland League (AIL) Division 1B Fixtures for 2020-21 season
Whether we would have got promoted 
or not last season will remain unknown 
forever. When the competition was 
abandoned, Old Wesley were in 2nd place 
in the league and would almost certainly 
have reached the play-offs. But there were 
no promotions or relegations and we play 
in AIL Division 1B again this season.
 
Because of Covid 19 travel restrictions, the 
AIL will not start until January with the first 
half of the season taken up by a Leinster 

based competition involving all Leinster 
clubs in the All Ireland League. In the AIL, 
the 10 teams will play each other just once, 
home or away. 

Old Wesley has a very favourable draw 
playing most of the non-Leinster based 
teams at home;  Banbridge being the 
only one away. There is no promotion or 
relegation this season. Let’s hope at this 
stage that it will be possible to play all 
matches.

Date  HOME Team       Matches  AWAY Team 
09/01/2021 A Banbridge 1 v Old Wesley

16/01/2021 H Old Wesley  2 v Naas  

23/01/2021 A St. Mary’s 3 v Old Wesley

06/02/2021	 H	 Old	Wesley		 4	 v	 Highfield

13/02/2021 A Navan 5 v Old Wesley

20/02/2021 H Old Wesley  6 v Armagh

06/03/2021 H Old Wesley  7 v Shannon

13/03/2021 A Old Belvedere 8 v Old Wesley

03/04/2021 H Old Wesley  9 v Malone 

While correct at time of going to print, fixtures are subject to change. 
Always check the Old Wesley website for confirmation of match dates and times.

Ben Burns makes a break supported by 
Conor Maguire and Craig Miller



32

The 2019-20 season started as any other, with 
a great deal of hard work and enthusiasm from 
players, coaches and management. We had the 
use of Wesley College’s fantastic new gym and 
sports facility for pre-season and huge thanks 
must go to Iain Wallace, Steve Barry and all at 
Wesley College for their welcome.

The Leinster Senior League, as it so often 
does, pitted us in a tough group involving two 
teams who competed in the 1A play-offs, Trinity 
and Lansdowne, and a team who we had very 
narrowly beaten in the 1B semi-final the season 
before, Naas. We came away from the group
with two wins and a narrow defeat which left 
us in the final against Terenure. Competing in 
the final for the first time in some 20 plus years, 
we acquitted ourselves well but were beaten by 
an excellent Terenure side that were to go on 
and win four out of their first five games in 
Division 1A in the following weeks. 

The competitive nature of the Leinster Senior 
League Division 1 set us up for the tough games 
that were to come in Division 1B of the Energia 
All Ireland League. A very narrow win against 
Banbridge at home on the first day out started 
to build some momentum for the run into 
Christmas. 

Travelling to Naas, which has been one of the 
toughest places to go in recent years, and 
getting a win gave the squad great confidence 
in what they were doing and their ability to 
win tight fixtures. This would stand us in good 
stead as we faced old foes St. Mary’s College 
and Old Belvedere in our next two fixtures. We 
took two very narrow wins against both Dublin 
rivals, scoring a maul try in the 78th minute in 
horrendous conditions to beat Belvo. 

We then travelled to City Of Armagh where we 
put in our most complete performance of the 
season, as Cronan Gleeson headed off to the USA 
to play some pro rugby.  That inspired us to a 7 
try romp against what we regard as one of the 
best sides in the division. 

The next couple of weeks probably started what 
must be considered as a bizarre chain of events 
during the season, which led us to where we are 
now. Navan unfortunately contracted an illness 
in their camp which deemed them unable to 
fulfil their fixture with us, therefore we found 
ourselves with a week off. The next block of 
games was going to be tough at any level.  We 
travelled to Shannon in Thomond Park where we 
came out on the right side of a ferocious battle 
on a scoreline of 24-20. 

MORGAN 
LENNON

Senior Rugby Season 2019-20

Seasoned campaigner Stephen Boyle 
makes a break supported by Ben Burns.
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Then our nearest rivals, Highfield, came to 
Energia Park and we pipped them 25-22, 
defending a maul on our own 5m line to win the 
game in the dying seconds. That meant we had 
won 7 games in a row which was an outstanding 
record in such a tough division. 

Travelling to Malone with many bruised bodies 
from the previous weekend’s exertions was a 
tough ask, and a well organised and enthusiastic 
Chris Henry led side turned us over. Our final 
game before Christmas was home against 
Navan, and with The Club Scene Podcast lads 
in the house for a live show it was going to be a 
good way to finish before the break. 

A quick start got us out to an early lead and 
the game finished in a bonus point win leaving 
us with eight wins and one loss pre Christmas 

record. We said goodbye, for a little while 
anyway, to Conor Barry and Cillian Monaghan, 
who travelled to Australia for some sunshine; 
both were to be missed.

Post Christmas we were into the back to back 
fixtures with Malone, Shannon and Highfield. 
Unfortunately we lost to both Malone and 
Shannon in the dying seconds and then Highfield 
played exceptionally well to beat us in Woodleigh 
Park. We got the show back on the road and 
regained second spot by narrowly defeating 
Armagh in Donnybrook. 

Our last game as it happened was against Navan 
in Balreask Old. It was played in what can only be 
described as biblical conditions. Snow, wind, hail 
and rain, with many players suffering what can 
only be described as hypothermic symptoms. 

Ian Condell shruggs off the cover tackle 
with Josh Miller in close support

Captain Iain McGann lofted high to 
secure clean lineout possession

Tom O’Callaghan on his way to scoring 
a spectacular try against Highfield.
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We played some excellent rugby to grind out a 
bonus point win. This left us with a record of 
ten wins and four losses and in second position, 
8 points behind Highfield and 7 points clear of 
Shannon in third when the season was called to 
a halt.

The J1 team, as has been in the last number of 
years, were extremely competitive in Metro 
Division 1. They were unfortunate to be hit 
early when playing a Clontarf 1st XV selection in 
Castle Avenue, the day after the Leinster League 
Final, dealt them a heavy defeat. After that they 
dusted themselves off and won all their games 
on the way into Christmas with the exception of 
a defeat to UCD. 

We were the only team to beat Lansdowne in the 
league and managed that feat twice in almost 
identical circumstances where Josh Miller kicked 
a penalty goal and a conversion in the last 
seconds of those games to win them. 

In the end an excellent UCD team accounted 
for us in the last league game of the season, 
beating us narrowly in Belfield.  This meant 
UCD proceeded to the final where they beat 
Lansdowne by 15 points to 14 points. 

The J1 team undoubtedly had their eyes on a 
good Metro Cup run but unfortunately that was 
stopped dead in its tracks by Covid.

David Poff clears for 
touch against Malone 

Paul Derham and JJ O’Dea latch 
on to secure clean possession.
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In the end it was a very disappointing finale to 
what was a strong season by the senior squad. 
Hopes of the possibility of a play off final and 
potentially promotion to 1A were cut short. As 
always I would like to thank my fellow coaches 
who work so hard to get both teams on the field; 
Alan Large, Ian Dumbleton and Dave Rowley. 

We would like to thank the support of all of the 
management; Dave Jermyn, Mark Maybury, 
Pat McDonald and Graeme McCoy.  Very 
importantly, to the physios Nathan and Eric for 
keeping the players well and on the field. 

To Michael and Martin and all of the club staff, 
thanks for your unwavering support and hard 
work, nothing is ever too much trouble. 

Finally to all of the amazing club volunteers 
and supporters who travel across the country 
to support the club.  The players, coaches and 
management cannot thank you enough.

To hear your cheers of support in Thomond Park, 
Woodleigh Park or Forenaughts really does make 
a difference.

Conor  Barry cuts open the Terenure 
defence in the Senior League Final

Old Wesley pack down in the worst 
of conditions away to Navan.
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DONNYBROOK PERFORMANCE
A NEW Gym in the Heart of Dublin 4

The fully equipped 90sq metre gym floor is  a 
perfect space for Personal or Semi-Personal 
training sessions. So whatever your level,  be it 
beginner to advanced, there is a place that will 
help you achieve your desired result.

Give David a call on 087 919 9767 to plan and 
book your fitness journey today.

As you would expect we are fully compliant with the current COVID-19 regulations.
As these are subject to change please check www.donnybrookperformance.ie for the latest updates.

Energia Park
(Donnybrook Stadium)
Donnybrook, Dublin 4

info@donnybrookperformance.ie
6am to 9pm Monday to Friday

9am to 2pm Saturday

“David really helped me gain confidence in 
exercises I had struggled with due to previous 
injuries, allowing me to push on with my goals 
while guiding me through. David has a great 

way of making training enjoyable while offering 
the support and information needed to push 

me to my goals. I can’t recommend David highly 
enough as a trainer.” Andrew Scanlon

“The plan included a gym program along 
with getting some better eating habits 

that I had been struggling with. Working 
with David for the last 5 months has 

simply been a pleasure, he has been so 
helpful and personable, and my results 

are all because of his guidance and 
knowledge.” Andrew Egan
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A Club for Life Award Presentations
Stephen Mooney 

Memorial Trophy - 
“Senior Player 

of the Year”

Derek McCullagh 
Memorial Trophy - 
“Under 20 Player 

of the Year”

The Stephen 
Mooney Memorial 
Trophy - “Senior 

Player of the Year”

Eoin Deegan who, for the second year running, 
was awarded the Derek McCullagh Memorial 
Trophy for the Under 20 ‘Player of the Year’ 
2019-2020. 

The Stephen Mooney Memorial Trophy 
for ‘Senior Player of the Year’ 2019-2020 
Season was awarded to Ben Burns.
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BSc PGC PGC PhD MISCP
Chartered Physiotherapist

+353 (0)87 363 4412
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- Orthopaedic Rehabilitation
- Back and Neck Pain

- Sports Injury Management
- Knee Injury Specialist

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPY

www.donnybrooksportsmedicine.com
Discounted Physiotherapy for 

Old Wesley RFC Members

@ db_sportsmed
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Billy Browne 
Trophy - 

“Junior Player 
of the Year”

The Doug McCoy 
Memorial Trophy - 

2nd’s “Player 
of the Year”

Conor Boyd, the 2019-2020 winner of the 
Billy Browne Memorial Trophy as ‘Junior 
Player of the Year’.

The inaugural winner of  The Doug McCoy Memorial 
Trophy for the 2nd’s ‘Player of the Year’ 2019-2020 
Season was Donnchadh Phelan.
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Senior Team
Senior ‘Player of the Year’ – Ben Burns – 
The Stephen Mooney Memorial Trophy
Honours Scarves – Rory Stynes & Conor Maguire

2nds
2nd XV ‘Player of the Year’ – Donnachadh Phelan 
– Inaugural winner of The Doug McCoy Memorial 
Trophy
Honours Scarves – Brendan Monahan & Luke 
Thompson

Junior ‘Player of the Year’: 
Conor Boyd – The Billy Browne Memorial Trophy

3rds
Honours Scarves: Tim Hawe & Dan Hall

4ths
Honours Scarves: Shane Sweeney & Luke Corish

5ths
Honours Scarfs: Mark Barrett & Alex Bailey

Under 20s
U20s ‘Player of the Year’: Eoin Deegan – 
The Derek McCullagh Memorial Trophy 
Coaches ‘Player of the Year’: Brian Short
Players ‘Player of the Year’: Rob Byrne

Touch Rugby
Honours Scarves: James O’Donnell & 
Faye St Ledger

Youth Rugby Award Winners
Under 13s: Evan Caddow.
Under 14s: Marcus Cullen & Josh Buckley.
Under 15s: Shane Pedlow.
Under 16s: Johnny Cassini.

Old Wesley Club ‘Player of the Year’ Awards summary 2019/20
The Annual Player Awards took place on Friday 1st May. For obvious reasons the event, hosted by 
Old Wesley President Adrian Hawe, took place remotely. Details of the award winners are as follows.

Award Presentations

Congratulations to Tom O’Brien 
who was awarded ‘Club Person of 
the Year’ for 2019-2020 by outgoing 
Club President Adrian Hawe.

Club - 
“Person of 

the Year Award” 
2019-2020
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Iain McGANN 
Captain 2020-2021

Senior Squad 2020 - 2021

Age:  29
Second Row
Height:  6ft 5in   
Weight: 108kg
Real Estate Asset Manager

Educated at Wesley College, this is Iain’s second 
year as Senior Captain. Iain joined Old Wesley as 
a six year old and progressed through Mini and 
Youth sections, before making his AIL debut in 2009. 
Iain has been a Senior team stalwart, entering his 
eleventh season with the Senior Squad. A member 
of the u21 Pennant winning team in 2010 and 
represented Leinster at u19’s level.

Stephen 
BOYLE
Age: 32
Back Row
Height: 5ft 11in   
Weight: 95kg
Electrician

Ben 
BURNS
Age: 25
Hooker
Height: 5ft 10in   
Weight: 90kg
Co-owner of The 
Coffee Exchange

Tim CLIFFORD
Age:  27
Out Half
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 90kg
Business 
Development 
with Salesforce

Thomas 
BULFIN
Age: 26
Centre
Height:  5ft 10ins
Weight: 85kg
Trainee Solicitor

Ian
CASSIDY
Age: 29
Scrum Half
Height:  6ft 1in
Weight: 86kg
Digital 
Marketing

Zac
BURSEY
Age: 20
Second Row
Height:  198cm
Weight: 90kg
Student

Michael
CLUNE
Age: 24
Centre/Wing
Height:  6ft
Weight: 87kg
Dentist

Educated at Mount Temple, 
Stephen represented Leinster 
‘A’ Schools and Leinster 
Youths. He started his rugby 
with the Old Wesley Underage 
section. Eight season with the 
senior squad.

Educated at Castletroy College, 
Limerick and UCC, represented 
Munster at u19 and u20 levels. 
Played previously with both UL 
Bohemian and UCC. Awarded 
‘Senior Player of the Year’ 
in 2020.

Tim played with Highfield 
and UCC  before joining Old 
Wesley from UCC. He went to 
College in Galway where he 
also played with Buccaneers. 
Fifth season with the senior 
squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College 
and University College Dublin. 
Thomas has played for both 
Bective Rangers and UCD. 
This is his second season with 
Old Wesley.

Educated at Wesley College. Ian 
represented Leinster Schools and 
u19’s. Won Div 2A 2014-15 “Player 
of the Year” award. A former Club 
Captain in 2015/16, Ian returns 
this season from the last few 
years in San Diego.

Educated at The Kings 
Hospital, Zac follows a proud 
family tradition of playing for 
the senior squad. He started 
his rugby career with the 
Minis and progressed through 
youths to u20’s last season.

Educated at CBC Cork, Michael 
has Fraser McMullen u20 All 
Ireland and Bateman Cup honours 
along with two Munster Senior 
Cup wins. 1st season with Old 
Wesley having previously played 
with UCC and Cork Con.



Ed
DOYLE
Age: 25
Back Row 
Height: 6ft 4in
Weight: 109kg
Recruiter

Paul
DERHAM
Age: 27
Back Row
Height: 6ft 2in
Weight: 102 kg
Account Management 

Liam
CROWLEY
Age: 20
Scrum Half
Height: 6ft
Weight: 86kg
Student

Daire
FEENEY
Age: 23
Backrow
Height: 6ft 2ins
Weight: 100kg
Information Officer

Con
CREEDON
Age: 20
Wing
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 79kg
Student

Will
FAY
Age: 22
Backrow
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 103kg
Treasury Analyst

Bill
CORRIGAN
Age: 21
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 80 kg
Student

Chris
DUNNE
Age: 24
Hooker
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 95kg
Project Engineer

Educated at Marian College 
and UCD. Ed played for Leinster 
Youths from u16s-u19s. A previous 
member of Wanderers FC, this 
is his third season with Old 
Wesley RFC. 

Paul was educated at Presentation 
Brothers College, Cork and UCC. 
Represented Munster at u18/19s. Played 
for UCC, Cork Con and Sunday’s Well. 
He captained UCC in 2016. Represented 
the Irish Club side last season and was 
awarded the Old Wesley Senior ‘Player of 
the Year’ 2018-2019.

Educated at Cistercian College 
Roscrea. Liam  played at both JCT 
and SCT level with the College. He 
joins Old Wesley  from Portarlington 
RFC this season.

Educated at CBC Cork, Daire has 
previously played with UCC. He 
captained UCC in 2018-2019 season 
against Old Wesley in the AIL 
play-off. First year in the Old Wesley 
senior squad.

Educated at Newbridge College, Con 
picked up rugby honours at JCT and 
SCT levels with Newbridge College. 
He joins Old Wesley this season having 
previously played with Newbridge RFC 
and Terenure College RFC.

Educated at CBC Monkstown, 
Will has played with Leinster at 
u18-u20 levels and with Ireland 7’s 
at u18 level. Previously played with 
Lansdowne. First season with the 
senior squad.

Educated at Wesley College and 
UCD, Bill was on the winning team 
of the Vinny Murray Schools Cup in 
2015-2016. Played with Old Wesley 
u20s for two seasons and this season 
is his third season in the Old Wesley 
senior squad. 

Educated at G.M.I.T. Previously 
played for Galwegians and Burnaby 
Lake, Vancouver before returning 
to Ireland and joining Old Wesley. 
First season in the senior squad.

Eoin
DEEGAN
Age: 20
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 95kg
Student

Educated at Cistercian College 
Roscrea, Eoin played for the Clubs 
u20s for two seasons and was 
awarded u20 ‘Player of the Year’ on 
both occasions. First season in the 
senior squad.
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Cronan GLEESON
Age: 26
Prop
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 118kg
Co-owner of The 
Coffee Exchange

Alastair
HOBAN
Age: 29
Backrow
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 95kg
Operation Officer

Stephen
KEANE
Age: 20
Backrow
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 96kg
Student

Andrew
IRWIN
Age: 21
Prop/Hooker
Height: 5ft 9ins
Weight: 92kg
Student

Educated at CBS Nenagh and played 
for Munster at u18, u19 and u20 levels. 
Represented Ireland at u19’s. Played for 
Nenagh and represented the Connacht 
Eagles. Represented the Irish Club side 
in both the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 
seasons. Last season he had a short 
contract with Munster.  

Educated at Clongowes Wood 
College, Alastair played at u19 
level for Leinster. An AIL winner 
in the 2012-2013 season he has 
previously played with Tralee RFC, 
Lansdowne FC and Battersea 
Ironsides Rugby Club in London.

Educated at St. Andrew’s College, 
Stephen has been a member of Old 
Wesley since he was 8 years old, 
playing for Mini and Youths and two 
seasons with the u20s. Played for 
Leinster u19s. First season in the 
senior squad.

Starting his rugby playing with 
Naas minis and educated at The 
King’s Hospital, Andrew played a 
number of seasons with the Old 
Wesley u20s. First season in the 
senior squad.

Sam 
ILLO
Age: 19
Prop Forward
Height: 6ft  1in
Weight: 117kg
Student

Sam
KENNY
Age: 21
Prop
Height: 6ft 2in
Weight: 112kg
Student

Paul HARTE
Age: 33
Wing/Centre
Height: 5ft 9in
Weight: 82kg
Recruitment 
Consultant

Jack
HUNT
Age 20  
Centre / Wing
Height: 6ft 3ins 
Weight: 98kg
Student

Educated at Wesley College, Sam has 
played both JCT and SCT for Wesley 
College and represented Leinster 
at u18 and u19 level. He has also 
represented Ireland at both Club and 
Schools at u18s and is a member of 
the Leinster sub Academy.

Sam was educated at Wesley 
College. He has played for Leinster 
u18s and played on the winning 
team of the Vinny Murray Cup in 
2015-2016. Played for Old Wesley 
u20s, this is his third season playing 
in Old Wesley’s senior squad. 

Prior to joining the Club, Paul played 
rugby in Australia for four years and 
previous to that he was a Buccaneers
player for six years. A former Old 
Wesley Club Captain, this is his sixth 
season in the senior squad.

Educated at Rockwell College and 
UCD, Jack has represented Munster 
Schools at both u18s and u19s. He 
has also represented Ireland u18s 
Schools, Ireland Clubs and Ireland 
u18 7’s. 

Eddie HORAN
Age: 26
Backrow
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 85kg
Mechanical 
Engineer

Educated at Kilkenny College and 
University of Limerick, Eddie has 
previously played with Gorey RFC 
and UL Bohemian. First season with 
Old Wesley.
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Ben
MURPHY
Age: 19
Scrum Half
Height: 5ft 9ins
Weight: 77kg
Student

Brendan
MONAHAN
Age: 28
Full Back/Centre
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 85kg
Data Scientist

Educated at Presentation College 
Bray, Ben has represented Ireland 
Schools in 2018 and 2019 and went 
on to play for Ireland u20s in 2020. 
Joins Old Wesley this season from 
Clontarf.

Educated at Christian Brothers 
College, Cork. First year with the 
Old Wesley senior squad following 
spells with UCC, Austin Blacks, Cork 
Constitution and Belfast Harlequins.

Tom KIERSEY
Age: 26
Out half
Height: 5ft 10in
Weight: 85kg
Business 
Development 
Executive

Educated at Waterpark College and 
UCD, Tom played for Waterpark, 
Lansdowne FC and UCC. He won 
two Division 1 AIL League titles with 
Lansdowne and is now in his third 
season with Old Wesley RFC.

Paddy 
McKENZIE
Age: 20
Out-Half
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 88kg
Student

Conor
MAGUIRE
Age: 23
Hooker
Height: 5ft 11in   
Weight: 99kg
Student

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Paddy joined from Wicklow 
RFC last season. He has represented 
Ireland at u18 Clubs, u18 Schools 
and Leinster A at under 18, 19 and 
20 levels. Second season with senior 
squad.

Educated at Colaiste na Hinse, Bettystown, 
Co. Meath, he captained North East Leinster 
and represented Leinster at u18, u19 and u20 
levels. Played for Ireland at both u18 and u19. 
Last season Conor represented Connacht 
and the Irish Club Side. Currently playing 
professionally with the Dragons in Wales. 
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Harry
NOONAN
Age: 20
Prop
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 103kg
Student

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Harry has previously played 
for Wicklow RFC and Greystones 
RFC. Harry has been capped for 
Leinster and Ireland at both u19s and 
u20s levels. Third season with the 
senior squad.

Craig
MILLER
Age: 25
Scrum Half
Height: 6ft 1in   
Weight: 82kg
Farmer

Josh
MILLER
Age: 22
Outhalf
Height: 5ft 10in 
Weight: 80kg
Student

Jack
MAYBURY
Age: 23
Outhalf / Utility Back
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 85kg
Student

Craig was educated at Kilkenny 
College and was Captain of the 
Senior Cup Team in 2012-2013. Craig 
previously played with UL Bohemian 
RFC and this will be his fourth 
season with the senior squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College, 
Josh represented Leinster at both 
u18s and u19s level.  Played two 
years with Old Wesley u20s. Fourth 
season in the senior squad. 

Educated at Wesley College, Jack 
played Senior rugby for the school for 
two seasons. He played for the Old 
Wesley u20s that won the Purcell Cup 
in 2015. Jack joined the Old Wesley 
Mini Section at 5 years of age. Fifth 
season in the senior squad.



Nathan
RANDLES
Age: 23
Winger/Fullback
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 92kg
Project Controller

Educated at Ardscoil Rís and a winner 
of Division 1B of the All Ireland 
League with Shannon RFC, Nathan 
was also a winner of the u19s interpro 
series with Munster. Joins this season 
from Shannon RFC.
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James
O’DONOVAN
Age: 24
Centre
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 104kg
Coach

Tom
O’CALLAGHAN
Age: 22
Wing
Height: 5ft 9in   
Weight: 80kg
Student

Charlie
O’REGAN 
Age: 27
Scrum Half
Height: 5ft 10in
Weight: 81kg
Business Analyst

JJ
O’DEA
Age: 22
2nd Row
Height: 6ft 6in   
Weight: 100kg
Student

Educated at Wesley College and 
Trinity College, James won a Vinny 
Murray Cup Medal with Wesley 
College and has represented Ireland 
at 7’s. Fourth season with Old 
Wesley, having previously played 
with Trinity.

Educated at CBC Monsktown and 
UCD. Tom has represented Leinster 
at U18, U19 and U20 levels. Played 
for Ireland U18s, 7’s. Previously 
played with Lansdowne FC. Fourth 
season with Old Wesley RFC.

Charlie was educated at Christian 
Brothers College, Cork and UCC. 
Charlie has played for Munster at 
u18, u19 and u20 levels. He joined 
Old Wesley in 2018 from UCC and 
this is his third season in the senior 
squad.

Educated at St. Patrick’s Classical 
School, Navan. Represented Ireland 
at u18s and u19s level. A member of 
the Irish Club squad for 2019-2020.
Fourth season with Old Wesley. 
Previously played with Navan RFC.

Donnchadh
PHELAN
Age: 29
Second/Back Row
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 104kg
Health & Safety Officer

Sam
PIM
Age: 24
Backrow
Height: 6ft  4ins   
Weight: 101kg
Execution Trader

A native of Galway, Donnchadh 
graduated from NUIG in 2015. Played 
with Corinthians RFC and represented 
Connacht at u18, u19 and u20 levels. 
Fifth season with the Old Wesley senior 
squad. Winner of the inaugural Doug 
McCoy Trophy last season.

Educated at Kilkenny College, Sam 
has represented Leinster at u20s 
level. While abroad he played for 
the University of Queensland in the 
Queensland Premiership and he also 
played in Hong Kong. Represented 
Irish Students and joins Old Wesley 
this season from Dublin University FC.

David
POFF
Age: 24
Centre
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 90kg
Personal Trainer

Educated at Wesley College, David 
has represented Leinster at u19 and 
u20 levels. He is also no stranger to 
the club, having played at all levels 
of mini and youth rugby. Sixth 
season in the senior squad.

Josh PIM   
Age: 24
Wing Forward
Height: 6ft    
Weight: 98kg
Marketing 
Executive

Educated at Clongowes Wood College 
and NUI Galway. Josh played for 
Clongowes Wood College SCT in the 
final of the Leinster Schools Cup 
in 2014. He has also represented 
Connacht u20s and Connacht A. 
Joined from Galwegians. Fourth 
season with the senior squad.



Brian
SHORT
Age: 20
Backrow
Height: 6ft
Weight: 95kg
Student

Educated at Colaiste Chroabh 
Abhann, Brian has captained the 
Old Wesley u20s and previously 
played with Wicklow RFC. First 
season as a senior squad member.

Andrew
VINCENT
Age: 20
Wing/Fullback
Height: 5ft 6ins
Weight: 70kg
Student

Educated at St. Andrew’s College 
he was part of the Old Wesley 
u20s team that went unbeaten 
in Premiership 2 in 2018-2019.  
Played in the u20s premiership last 
season. First season in the Senior 
squad.

Cameron
WATSON
Age: 20
Centre/Fullback
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 86kg
Student

Dave
YOUNG
Age: 21
Hooker
Height: 6ft
Weight: 105kgs
Student

Educated at CBC Monkstown. 
Cameron played with Old Wesley 
u20s last season in the JP Flanagan 
Championship. First season with the 
senior squad.

Starting out at minis level with 
Thurles RFC, David captained the 
Kilkenny College SCT reaching the final 
of the Vinny Murray Cup. Captained 
Old Wesley u20s last season and was 
part of the unbeaten Old Wesley u20s 
team the previous year.
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Rory
STYNES
Age: 31
Fullback
Height: 5ft 8in   
Weight: 85kg
Banker

Craig
TELFORD
Age: 34
Hooker
Height: 6ft 2in   
Weight: 110kg
Analyst

Educated at Carlow CBS. Rory 
joined Old Wesley from Carlow. 
He represented Leinster and 
Ireland at Youth level. An ever 
present stalwart of the senior 
squad, entering his eleventh 
season.

Craig was educated at The Kings 
Hospital and played for Trinity 
College on leaving school where he 
was a member of the Senior Squad. 
Represented Connacht u20s and 
played for the University of Western 
Australia. Ninth season in the senior 
squad.

Mark
ROBINSON
Age: 26
Second Row
Height: 6ft 4in   
Weight: 93kg
Estate Agent

Educated at St Andrew’s College, 
he was a member of the SCT from 
2009-2013. Mark has come through 
the Mini and Youth rugby sections 
at Old Wesley since starting at the 
age of seven. Entering his sixth 
season in the senior squad.

Luke
THOMPSON
Age: 20  
Hooker / Backrow
Height: 5ft 10ins 
Weight: 91kg
Student

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Luke has played with Wicklow 
RFC and with Lansdowne FC at u20s 
level. He captained Leinster Youths 
(u18s) in 2017 and also played for 
Leinster u19s. Third season in the 
senior squad.
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A Club for Life A Club for Life2020- 2021 SEASON COACHING 
AND MANAGEMENT TEAM

Morgan Lennon
Head Coach

Alan Large 
Coach

David Jermyn
Team Manager

Nathan Cardy
Physiotherapist

Ian Dumbleton
Coach

Graeme McCoy
Assistant Team 

Manager

Eric Cullinane
Physiotherapist

David Rowley
Coach

Pat McDonald
Assistant Team 

Manager

Robin Reidy 
Strength & Conditioning

Mark Maybury
Assistant Team 

Manager

Frank O’Leary
Doctor

Ian Sheridan
Performance Analyst
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Dedicated to  
working together

At Folens everything we do is about helping teachers to  
help students achieve the best possible learning outcomes. 

Folens is a leading publisher of educational books for primary and post-primary schools in Ireland.

But that’s only where it begins; we also produce a wealth of digital resources including high-quality  
digital content and innovative interactive resources, for use both in the classroom and at home.

For over sixty years we have been busy listening, adapting and working together with schools, teachers 
and pupils to constantly produce the highest quality content that matches the curriculum.

That’s how we’ve stood the test of time and to this day remain the first choice  
for thousands of schools across the country.
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U20 Season Review
In sport there are always clichés and for the u20s this season you could certainly 
say this was true with the season being a game of two halves and about gaining 
momentum as the season went on. 
The overriding feeling at the end of an abridged 
season cut short by the Covid 19 Pandemic has to 
be one of a job well done to retain our position in 
Premier 1 for the forthcoming 2020-21 season. 

That said and being honest about our 
performances, there was a sense of what might 
have been if we had been able to hold on to our 
lead in some matches, or drive for a losing bonus 
point or that elusive 4th try in other games. 

If we had taken these opportunities, the nerve 
jangling end of the league game against Clontarf 
would have been less of a heart stopper. At half 
time we led by 15-0 away to Clontarf but ended up 
not scoring in the second half and losing 21-15. 
Crucially holding on to the bonus point and the 
results in other fixtures meant that we finished 
in 6th position in the league ahead of very good 
Terenure and MU Barnhall teams. 

 

Pre-season was a tough lesson in hitting the 
ground running with no wins against Terenure, 
Lansdowne and a spirited SC Frankfurt touring 
team. We started the JP Fanagan Premier 1 
Qualifiers with a hard fought draw against Old 
Belvedere and then a strong win over St. Mary’s 
to see us qualify for the first time in a number of 
years into Premier 1. 
With the qualifiers out of the way, it was down to 
business and the reality of playing in the top flight 
division against the cream of the u20s in Ireland. 
With hindsight, it took us a lot longer than we 
expected to get to the right tempo of the division 
and it was late November before we secured 
our 1st victory of the season away against MU 
Barnhall. 
This victory and the arrival of the two German 
qualified South African Wolf brothers (Daniel 
and Leo) just after Christmas gave us the new 
momentum that we badly needed.
 

Gary Hawe pops the ball up to 
an oncoming Andrew Warner

SEASON REPORT: 
ANDY
MILLER
U20’S MANAGER
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Sam Illo goes into 
contact vs Lansdowne

Post match team talk

Daniel Thompson and Dan 
Dooley ready to pounce
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While victories were still hard to come by, the 
spring in the step of the team and the growing 
belief meant that we starting putting in many 
stronger performances than we had in the first 
half of the season. 

In doing so, we gave a couple of teams a real 
scare, those who had probably expected to have 
an easy run against us in the return fixtures. 

Two wins and four losses in the second half of 
the season and with the addition of losing bonus 
points and 4 try bonus points saw us climb to 6th 
place and safety by the end of the season. A real 
sense of pride in how the team turned the season 
around despite the odds and the talent of other 
squads to prove that, as a team we were very 
strong and not to be taken for granted. 
 
While the McCorry Cup didn’t take place due to 
Covid-19, the u20s this season, under the diligent 
tutelage of Messrs Ronan O’Donovan, Darren 
Horan, Conor Lavelle and Aindriu Conroy, did 
themselves proud in what they achieved. 

Special credit should go to some of the senior 
players in what they have achieved and how they 
have already gone on to make their mark in the 
Senior set up, in particular Eoin Deegan (who for 
the 2nd time has picked up ‘Player of the Year’), 
Brian Short and Leo Wolf, with some of the 
new players, Robert Byrne and Jack Kennedy all 
having excellent seasons. 

Team Captain, Dave Young, despite his prolonged 
spell on the touchline, led by example throughout 
with his dedication and drive for the team. 

I would like to thank the Executive, the President 
and the Rugby Group for their support and belief 
in us this season, the members who came along 
every week, even in the wind, rain and when 
results were not going our way. It was very much 
appreciated. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate all of the 
players on their achievements, the Coaches 
and all of the back room team of Declan Keane, 
Declan Melvin, Bernard Raftery, James Garvan 
and Andrew Egan for their support throughout 
the season. 

Leo Wolf touching down 
for a try against Terenure

Andrew Vincent in full flight 
– supported by Sam Illo
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For free appraisal of your home, 
contact David Swaine 

on 01-2988508

O’BRIEN SWAINE

Offices at Dundrum, 
Clondalkin and City Centre

3A Mahers Terrace, 
Main Street, Dundrum, 
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Junior Rugby
It was the end of a season that no one would have predicted or wanted, but the correct 
decision was made to curtail the season for everyone’s safety. 

The last Junior game played was the 3rds last 
league match at home to Greystones in Metro 
2 on the 8th March. Victory meant the 3rds 
achieved a clean sweep, winning 14 out of 14 
league games - a feat very few teams in the 
history of the club have achieved. There is more 
on this campaign in the programme.

Later, the branch made the decision to award 
the 3rds the league title, which I think was a fair 
decision. Other clubs who finished top but didn’t 
get to play their play-off matches were deemed 
winners of their leagues. 
          
Junior training commenced in August and followed 
on from previous seasons. Numbers were 
encouraging, all squads were shaping up strongly 
with a good mix of battle-hardened veterans and 
new faces and there was plenty of competition 
for places. Even though the season finished 
prematurely it will go down as a very satisfying 
and enjoyable one for all our teams.

The 3s were once again coached by Brian 
Hastings, Marc Warburton and Jamie McConnell 
and managed by myself. Tennant McConnell ran 
the line when his jet setting lifestyle allowed. 
The team was captained by Gavin Telford and 
included a large number of experienced players 
who had been part of the squad for a number of 
seasons and younger guys who brought plenty of 
enthusiasm, which made for the perfect blend.   

Dan Hall fully deserved the forwards’ honours 
scarf.  Dan has been a fundamental member 
of the team for many seasons and had his best 
season to date, despite losing another set of teeth. 
Tim Hawe won the honours scarf for the backs.  

Tim had a great attitude throughout the season 
and performed to a consistently high level and he 
also took on the place-kicking duties. 

Gavin Telford was awarded an honour scarf for 
captaining the side and it has to be mentioned 
that he was also voted the players’ ‘Player of the 
Year’. Gavin has been a member of the team for 
many seasons; a real leader and a great character 
off the pitch and always puts his aged body on the 
line.

The 4ths were coached by Paul McClatchie, Al 
O’Connor and Richard Morrow and managed by 
Ivan Sutton.  It was also known for the senior 
deputy president to give a hand on match day. The 
team played in Metro 4 and after a slow start they 
started to develop into a very good side. 

They finished the league in 3rd place and were 
in the chase for a play-off spot right until the 
end. They won 5 and drew 1 – the highlight being 
an away bonus point victory over Rathdrum, 
something a Wesley team had not done for many 
years.

SEASON REPORT: 
STUART
KINLAN

Luke Corish and the 4ths on the way to 
beating Rathdrum away
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The team also regularly included a number of 
under 20s, which was great to see and added 
plenty of youth. The team were confident of 
defending the Moran Cup which they won in 2018-
2019 and had assembled a strong squad. In the 
first round they played Belvo and had a good win 
before the cup was curtailed. 

Guy Creswell, a team stalwart, captained the side 
and the honours scarves were awarded to Luke 
Corish - for the forwards (arguably their stand out 
player) and Shane Sweeney who won the backs’ 
scarf - not only scoring plenty of tries, but was 
equally very strong in his defensive duties.

The 5ths had been promoted after winning the 
league in 2018-2019 played in Metro 5. This was 
a tough league for our 5ths to be competing in 
but they were extremely dogged and had a great 
team spirit. The team was coached by Graham 
Richmond, Brian Moore, Colin Wallace and Dave 
Heelan and managed by Jimmy Bryden.  

In the tightest of all the metro leagues, they just 
missed out on a play-off spot by 1 point. They had 
some great wins during their campaign which 
included wins over clubs 3rds and 4ths. 

They deserve great credit for continuing to 
compete at this level considering they were in 
Metro 9 only a few seasons back.

The 5ths were due to play Terenure in the Winters 
Cup but the match never took place. Veteran big 
John Wallace captained the side. The forwards’ 
scarf went to Alex Bailey, whose mobility around 
the pitch for a prop was extremely impressive, as 
were his ball handling skills. Mark Barrett won the 
backs’ scarf, a try scoring machine with pace to 
burn.

Training continued to be well attended throughout 
the season and with up to 60 players training, 
every sod of grass on the main pitch was used. 
Communication between coaches was extremely 
important regarding selection - picking guys on 
form. 

Training sessions were well organized working on 
fitness, improving skills and the game plan for the 
weekend match. Managers continued to do the 
unseen work, whether collecting jerseys, stocking 
the first aid kits, pumping up the match balls, 
entering the team sheets and arranging phyisos, 
amongst other jobs. 

The 5ths in action against Wanderers in Lansdowne 
Road with the ever young Graham ‘Gresh’ Richmond

 The 3rds scrum down against 
Barnhall – Back Pitch in Donnybrook
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Last season also brought the added challenge of 
fielding two teams on the same day. On a number 
of Friday nights the 4ths and 5ths league clashed, 
which meant we had to field two squads of 20 
players on a Friday evening. Great credit goes 
to the coaches and managers for making this 
happen.   
   
We continued with the Junior ‘Player of the Month’ 
award and the winners were the following: 
 September/October - Tim Hawe 
 November  - Conor Boyd 
 January  - Mark Barrett 

Conor Boyd won the Billy Browne ‘Junior player 
of the Year’ award; a fully deserved recipient after 
numerous player of the match awards for the 
3rds. The 3rds were also awarded ‘Team of the 
Year’ after their heroics in the Metro 2 league, 
going unbeaten, 14 wins from 14.    

There was to be a touring party of 35 players and 
alickadoos due to head to the north of Spain for 
an end of season tour in April but this was not to 
be. We do hope we can plan it again this season. 

Robbie Love deserves great credit for organising 
the tour and put in a huge amount of work. Part of 
the tour fundraising was a table quiz and thanks 
go to Guy Cresswell and Al O’Connor for running 
that, which turned out to be a great success. 

On a personal note, I was very honoured to be 
inducted into the Leinster Branch ‘Sean O’Brien 
Junior Hall of Fame’ in January. I see this award 
as a reflection on the Club for all the hard work 
carried out by many people involved in Junior 
Rugby over the last number of seasons.   

   
Finally, on behalf of all the players, I would like to 
thank all coaches, managers and phyisos for all 
their hard work throughout the season. 

To Adrian, Nigel and Robbie - a big thank you for 
your support shown to junior rugby during the 
season. We would like to wish Nigel all the best 
for the coming season and welcome Ronan in as 
junior deputy.

As for the season ahead, we all look forward 
to getting back to rugby safely and within the 
guidelines. All our coaches and managers are back 
in place and look forward to a successful season 
ahead. 

Philip O’Leary gets ready for the put-in away to Greystones

Ian ‘Logger’ Logan pays close 
attention to the lineout at UCD 
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3rds Report
With Robbie Love coming in as Junior Deputy President, everyone involved in the 3rds squad 
knew that nothing short of perfection was going to be acceptable to the great man! 

After completing the league and cup double 
the previous season the majority of the squad 
were back hungry for more success and from 
the very beginning training was lively due to the 
competition for places right across the squad.  

Key to this was the introduction of some new 
blood, with Andrew Walsh and Ian McCarthy 
having fine seasons in the back row, Luke 
DeRenzy adding some silky skills, Rob Bracken 
always strong at inside centre, while Richie Jermyn 
and Tom Moorehead added real quality having 
spent the last few years with the senior squad. 
This all resulted in a squad where the bench was 
as strong as the starting XV and that made a real 
difference on a number of occasions.

The season began with an old-fashioned road 
trip to take on Cork Con’s 2nd XV. This was ideal 
preparation for the season, with our guys taking 
on and getting the better of a much bigger pack, 
something that they would do consistently all 
season. 

Man of the Match and Cork Con local boy Phil 
O’Leary led the celebrations on the trip home 
before running out of gas and was long tucked up 
before we saw the bright lights of Dublin.

A season highlight was completing the double 
over St. Mary’s 2nds which gave the squad huge 
confidence. In the first home game we were 12 
points down at halftime but came out fighting and 
completely dominated the second half. On both 
occasions our backrow was superb, lead by Ivan 
Campbell at No. 8 and Conor Boyd at openside, 
who was an unstoppable force all season and later 
crowned ‘Junior player of the Year’. 

Away wins against a very strong Barnhall side, 
which coincided with the departure of Dave 
Priestman Junior and Aaron McDonald, (two great 
teammates who have contributed significantly 
to this side’s success) and Clontarf, on one of the 
most miserable days I have ever seen a match 
played, were real tests of character.  

BRIAN
HASTINGS

Coach Hastings addresses the squad
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A combination of quality game management by 
halfbacks Phil O’Leary and Jamie Boyd, combined 
with real grit and commitment saw us grind out 
wins on both occasions. 

The team was excellently led by Gavin Telford who 
epitomises everything that is good about junior 
rugby in the way he competes on the field and 
rarely misses a session off the pitch. Beside him 
in the front row Geoff Dand was always hugely 
physical, whilst hooker, Colin McDonald, and 2nd 
row, Dan Hall had their finest seasons in many 
years.  

The lineout was also a real strength under Warby’s 
guidance with Eric Parfrey, Scott McDonnell 
and Dan Hall excelling. The team is also blessed 
with real quality out wide and, with backs coach 
Jamie McConnell working hard on our strike 
moves, there were some quality tries through 
Paddy Davis creating holes in midfield, along with 
David Braithwaite, Tom Moorehead and Mark 
Fitzgibbon’s excellent finishing. We also had a top 
quality goalkicker and safe pair of hands in full 
back Tim Hawe.

This squad was a squad on a mission with 
everybody hugely excited about finishing off what 
had been an incredible season and confident that 
we would have continued unbeaten and brought 
home the silverware. 

There is no doubt that this is one of the finest 
Old Wesley junior squads in many years and this 
ageing group of players is going to have to defy 
the passing of time and find it within themselves 
to deliver again this coming season.

As ever, a number of people off the pitch played a 
significant part in this squad’s success; 

 Stuart Kinlan again put his love life on hold 
 for another year to ensure the team was the 
 most organised and best turned out team in 
 the league; 

 Tennant McConnell (when not looking after   
 his mother) helped out as touch judge; 

 Robbie Love and a great collection of parents  
 / wives / girlfriends and boyfriends turned  
 up week in week out to support the boys   
 (something that the team were very grateful 
 for!) 

 and the squad really benefited from 
 coaching sessions with David Rowley and Alan  
 Large, members of the senior coaching team  
 who gave up their time to help out.

What an incredible season for the 3rds! This 
group of players continued to turn up week after 
week, were great mates off the pitch and were a 
pleasure to coach. 

To go 15 matches out of 15 unbeaten against some 
top-quality opposition took a huge effort and is 
something that the club and every member of that 
squad should be very proud of. 

Brian Hastings

The all conquering thirds in a pre-lockdown team photo
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Stuart Kinlan inducted into Leinster Junior Rugby Hall of Fame
Old Wesley’s Director of Junior Rugby, Stuart Kinlan has been inducted into the 
Leinster Branch Junior Rugby Hall of Fame.  This is a huge honour for Stuart and of 
course for Old Wesley.  For Old Wesley members it is not hard to see why Stuart is 
worthy of this honour, but for the record here are the reasons why.
Stuart Kinlan’s nomination for the Leinster 
Junior Rugby, Sean O’Brien Hall of Fame Award 
is made in recognition of a successful playing 
career at senior and junior levels over 25 years, 
successful coaching and managerial roles of 
junior sides and a remarkable job performed, 
and continuing as Director of Junior Rugby. He 
was presented with his award at a function at 
the Four Seasons hotel.

Stuart was born into a family steeped in the Old 
Wesley rugby tradition.  His father, Willie, played 
on the wing on the 1stXV for many years. His 
brother Mark, a feisty flanker, played for the 1st 
XV, as well as, several junior sides and later went 
on to become a senior coach with the Club.

Stuart attended Mount Temple Comprehensive 
School and represented the school side as a 
loose head prop. He joined Old Wesley in the 
1990/1991 season gaining his place on the 
Under 19 XV. His playing career continued 
uninterrupted for 25 seasons up to March 2016, 
and during that time he represented every team 
in the Club.

Following his Under 19 exploits, Stuart moved 
into the junior sides and was part of the record 
breaking ‘Killer Bs” who went through the 
season with 100% record in 1992/93, winning 
their league and the Winters Cup. He gradually 
moved up the teams and was part of the Old 
Wesley senior squad for 5 seasons playing in the 
AIL Divisions 1 and 2 before returning to play 
down the junior sides.  He gained further cup 
and league honours (8 playing medals in total) 
and captained the Junior 2 XV for two seasons.

As the curtains began to draw on Stuart’s 
playing career, he moved into a player-coach 
role with the Club’s Junior 2 and 3 sides winning 
the O’Connell Cup in 2011. 

Following his final game, ironically against the 
BFG Ravens in Mount Temple (where he had 
started his rugby career), Stuart took over as 
successful manager of the Junior 3 XV, winning  
5 league titles. In 2013 Old Wesley created a new 
post of Director of Junior Rugby with the remit 
of overseeing the organisation and expansion 
of rugby below senior level in the Club. Stuart 
was appointed as the obvious choice, leading to 
the following unprecedented successes over the 
next 6 years including:

Winning 15 of 21 Leinster Junior Finals reached. 
Winning 2x O’Connell Cups and 2x Moran Cups.  
Winning Metro leagues 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 twice, 7 twice 
and 9.

Being the driving force behind ensuring all 
junior sides have  full management teams, 
comprising two coaches, manager and kit 
man along with supporting physio, internal 
and external coaching courses, establishing a 
popular “Junior Player of the Month” award and 
creating a culture where former senior players 
bring their experience to the coaching team of 
junior sides. He also started and successfully 
runs the Club Shop, taking on the responsibility 
of ordering and purchasing merchandise, and 
liaising with kit suppliers.

As of today, Old Wesley junior teams compete in 
Metro 1, 2, 4 and 5 – higher than any other club 
in Leinster, and this stands as testimony to the 
time, effort, enthusiasm and expertise applied 
by Stuart to his role.

In addition to this prestigious Leinster award 
Stuart was deservedly awarded the Old Wesley 
‘Danny O’Grady Cup’ as “Clubman of the Year” 
in recognition of his work at junior level.
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On Friday September 13th, 2019 we hosted 
our Corporate Golf Day in Powerscourt Golf 
Club. The event was kindly sponsored by 
Chris Pratt of Spirit Motors and we had 24 
teams who played on a stunning day in Co 
Wicklow. 

My thanks to many of our members and 
their companies who supported the day by 
entering teams, sponsoring hole signage 
and donating prizes and auction items.

The day started with registration and lunch 
before a shotgun start at 2pm. After the 
golf we had a lovely BBQ meal followed by 
the prize giving. 

Eddie Fogarty was our MC for the evening 
and the entertainment was provided by 
Nigel Osborne and Alan Lewis who treated 
us to a very funny Q & A with several rugby 
pundits!

The winners on the day were FexCo hosted 
by Mark Younge with an excellent score of 
93 points. The highlight auction item were 
two tickets for Wimbledon kindly donated 
by Ray Tilson.

Thanks to Gavin Hunt and all the staff in 
Powerscourt Golf Club for looking after us 
on the day.

Adrian Hawe
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Old Wesley Corporate Golf Day

The Fexco winning team receiving their prizes (l to r): Karl Coates, 
David O’Riordan, Mark Younge, Adrian Hawe, President, Old 
Wesley RFC, Colm Gleeson and Chris Pratt, Spirit Motors.
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A selection of teams who supported on the day

Arachas

Sureskills

Vistra

Montlake

Keller Williams

Spirit Motors

Alan Lewis and Nigel Osborne, pictured 
in full flow, while delivering their 
humorous rugby Q & A on the day.
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Back then there were just two divisions with 
10 teams in each one. A good season would 
result in promotion to the Premier League, and 
equally a couple of bad results could potentially 
mean relegation to the Provincial Leagues. 
Furthermore the bonus point system had not yet 
been introduced and the try was worth 4 points, 
so margins were tight.

This was the pre-professional era, and provincial 
teams were not the force they are today. So 
AIL teams were sprinkled with Irish based 
international players.  It was a whole new 
concept and there was a great sense of the 
unknown. Old Wesley qualified for Division 
2 along with Leinster teams, Terenure and 
Greystones. There were 3 from Ulster and 2 each 
from Munster and Connacht. 

Old Wesley’s opening encounter was against 
Sunday’s Well and although we were ranked as 
favourites it was a close run thing with a late 
drop goal by Adrian Hawe claiming an 18-15 
victory. Relatively comfortable wins followed 
over CIYMS, Athlone (later to become half of 
Buccaneers), NIFC and Corinthians earned 
Wesley maximum league points after 5 matches. 
The next match was against Bangor, the top 
ranked Ulster side in the division and the first big 
challenge of the season. 

There was huge enthusiasm and 3 bus loads of 
supporters, together with many car loads made 
their way to Uprichard Park on a cold and wet 
December Saturday. The players, too, responded 
with Des Jackson claiming the only try of the 
match for a 4-3 win.

Season 1990-91, thirty years ago, was a huge season for Old Wesley.  It was the 
inaugural year of the All Ireland League and Old Wesley had high hopes going into its 
Centenary Year the following season. 

The Old Wesley Senior squad who won promotion to Division 1 of the AIL in 1990-1991
Back Row (L-R): A. Hawe, H. Hurley, S. Mooney, S. Wilson, C. Pim, A. Johnston, J. Cody, R. Love.

Front Row: A. Doherty, R. Deacon, D. McCoy, D. Jackson, C. Callan, N. Condon, A. Blair (Capt.) N. Farren,
M. McArdle, A. Pim, P. Allen, J. White, D. Gargan, D. Vincent. Absent: J. Lowry, D. Strong, J. Feehan, N. Kearney.

30 Years ago – A great year for Old Wesley

Anniversaries
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The next match was against Young Munster, a 
side we had never previously played. In a physical 
and tryless match Old Wesley went down 6-9 for 
their first loss in the competition. 

The next match was scheduled against 
Greystones but it was postponed due to an 
unplayable pitch. Instead we had a tough 
encounter against Terenure, the other team along 
with Young Munster and Old Wesley that was in 
contention for promotion. 

This was a tense and hard fought game played 
before a sizeable crowd. Paul Allen scored a try 
and Old Wesley just held on for a 16-13 win, and 
with it promotion gained.

There was a side story to this result in that 
Wesley winning would mean Young Munster 
claiming the second promotion spot. With mobile 
phones a rare item back then they were waiting 
for the result to come through to Limerick and 
could not understand why there was a delay. 

The reason was a serious leg injury to Old Wesley 
centre John Cody delayed the final whistle by 
nearly 15 minutes.

The final match was against Greystones but with 
the result of no consequence to either side the 
pressure was off the players. 

Nevertheless Wesley won 18-9 and afterwards 
Captain Andy Blair was presented with the AIL 
Division 2 trophy by IRFU deputy president 
Michael Cuddy. 

It is somewhat coincidental that immediate Past 
President, Adrian Hawe and next year’s President 
Elect, Robbie Love, were both key players in the 
campaign. 

The squad, and apologies for any omissions, 
included Niall Farren, Stuart Wilson, John Cody, 
Michael McArdle, Andrew Johnston, Paul Allen, 
Dermot Strong, Adrian Hawe, Des Jackson, 
Deryck Vincent, Henry Hurley, Noel Kearney, 
Stephen Mooney, John Feehan, John Lowry, Neil 
Condon, Gordon Jeston, Alan Hunt, Chris Pim, 
Robbie Love, Alastair Pim, and Andy Blair.

Anniversaries
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The 2nd XV, or J1 as it was then called, benefited 
from the depth of players in the club and 
the strong competition for places on 
the Senior side.  

After winning the League and 
Cup double the previous 
year the 2nds retained the 
Metropolitan Cup by beating 
Trinity 15-12 in the final. John 
White scored a try and Stuart 
Wilson kicked all the points. 
Old Wesley had earlier beaten 
Wanderers in the semi-final.  

The team was captained by 
the late Stephen Mooney and 
coached by Dave Priestman 
and Derek Bennett. The team 
included some experienced ex 
senior players like Ernie Porter, John 
White and Mervyn Harris, along with some 
younger blood in the likes of Dave Bursey and 
Stuart Wilson. Unfortunately we missed out on 
the double losing narrowly to Lansdowne in the 
section play-off.

In the same year the 3rd A team (4ths) broke new 
ground when they won the League by beating 
Greystones 15-6 in the final. Captained by Niall 
Dineen this was the first year that Old Wesley 
ever won a trophy at this level. Chris Murphy was 
the coach and PJ Newman assisted as bagman. 

The team included Eric Boyle and Brian Miller, 
both of whom have sons currently playing 

Senior rugby for Old Wesley. High hopes 
of a double were dashed with a loss 

to Blackrock in the Moran Cup semi 
final. 

Moving forward somewhat, this 
year marks the 10th anniversary 
of a famous O’Connell Cup win 
in 2010-11. 

After a mediocre performance 
in the league, optimism was 
not high going into the cup 
campaign. However the side, 

led by Peter Wallace, had steady, 
early victories in the campaign 

against CYM and Malahide to reach 
the semi-final. Suddenly there was a 

renewed sense of urgency amongst the 
players, encouraged by their astute coach 

Robbie Love. Sure enough Wesley pulled out the 
stops beating Blackrock in the semi, 21-14. 

The final was against highly fancied Clontarf, an 
experienced side that featured a number of ex 
AIL Division 1 players. But again Wesley defied 
the odds winning 8-3 in a pulsating final. The 
same Dave Bursey, who is mentioned above 
and now a tad older, was one of a number of 
experienced players who showed encouragement 
to the younger players for the only trophy won 
that season.

Anniversaries

What happened 30 or even 10 years ago this year

The O’Connell Cup winning team of 2010 - 2011 celebrate their victory
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I was young enough, and tried a short stint 
at coaching, which I enjoyed, but, I found it 
equally frustrating. I had a chance meeting 
with an old teacher, who had heard of my early 
retirement, and asked would I help out in the 
school with some refereeing. 

Having thought that I knew all the laws when 
I played, and even more so when I coached, 
I thought that “if I‘m only half as good as the 
referees that I had, I will be alright!!” 

Shortly after I had started, I was met one day 
by Messrs Fred Yoakley and David Taylor (2 
past presidents of the ARLB, both Old Wesley 
members).  They had heard about me dipping 
my toe into refereeing, and I was presented 
with my first Laws Book – up to this point I was 
not even aware that a Law book existed! 

So, I spent 2 seasons refereeing various 
schools games, coming home and checking 
the law book about decisions that I had made. 
Whilst doing this, I began to realise that my 
initial opinion of referees whilst playing and 
coaching, was now grossly inaccurate; it was 
my ignorance of the laws! 

They were not as bad as I had originally 
thought, it was just that I didn’t know the Law. 

I was then approached to join the Association 
of Referees Leinster Branch (ARLB) by another 
Old Wesley member, Mr Wayne Sheridan. I had 
to complete a trial match, and as they say the 
rest is history. 

I was lucky enough to have refereed for about 
15 years at various levels; I found it to be 
extremely rewarding. Once you are a member 
of the ARLB, it is a bit like “Hotel California”; 
you can check out any time you want, but you 
can never leave!

Having had to stop actively refereeing for 
a number of years, I was then approached 
to assist with coaching developing referees. 
Like any volunteer organisation, it relies on 
its members to give up their time for the 
betterment of the organisation. 

The Association of Referees Leinster Branch 
is like any other, it only functions because of 
the volunteers that keep it running. We have 
a relatively straightforward structure, made 
up of an Executive Committee (comprising 
of President, Vice President, Junior Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Leinster Branch 
Representative, 5 area reps, 2 active referees, 
2 former referees, IRFU representative, and 
chairman of the management committee). 

Why do you do it? How did you get started? These are probably the two 
most common questions referees get asked. In my case I was lucky enough 
to have played a relatively high level of rugby, and then I got injured, and 
that was the end of my playing days. 

Refereeing out of Old Wesley
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The IRFU representative is usually the 
chairman of the rugby committee. The 
Chairman of the Management Committee 
oversees the Admin Committee, Finance 
Committee and Rugby Committee, reporting 
to the Executive on behalf of the three 
Committees. 

I sat on the Rugby Committee for a number 
of years, responsible for coaching, before 
being approached to chair the Management 
Committee, which is the position I now hold.

For those of you who might consider getting 
involved, but, think that life as a referee is dull, 
there is always something to do, once you hang 
up your whistle. 

I am also fortunate enough to share the role of 
“Timekeeper” for Leinster Rugby with Andrew 
Baird (another Old Wesley member), as well as 
assisting with the same role in the Aviva, for 
Pro 14 and international games.

As can be seen from the above, my 
development as a referee was gratefully 
assisted by my fellow Old Wesley colleagues. 
To this end we as a club are well represented 
at AIL level with Andrew Cole, Nigel Correll and 
Glenn Sheridan all representing Old Wesley on 
the IRFU National Panel.

We are always looking for new members to take 
up “the whistle”; it is a very important aspect of 
the game, that often gets overlooked.  If there is 
no referee, there is no game!!

So, if you are looking to get/stay involved, and 
you are no longer playing, you should consider 
watching the game from the best seat in the 
house, in the middle!    

Mark Gargan

Declan Melvin
Call: 0868200655
Email: sales@melvin.ie
Web: www.melvin.ie
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Bar fit outs. 

Declan Melvin
Call: 0868200655
Email: sales@melvin.ie
Web: www.melvin.ie

COOKING - REFRIGERATION - STAINLESS STEEL
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in Club Kitchens and 
Bar fit outs. 

Our team 
specialise 
in Club 
Kitchens 
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fit outs.

COOKING - REFRIGERATION - 
STAINLESS STEEL
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Pictured above: Taking time out from his Leinster duties, 
Ryan Baird returned to Old Wesley, where it all began, to take a 
training session for the Old Wesley u16/u17 Youth team.

Pictured Left: Ryan is awarded “Man of the Match” following his 
hattrick of tries during an excellent all-round performance for 
Leinster in the Guinness Pro14 match against Glasgow Warriors 
at the RDS in February. Leinster won the game by 55pts to 19pts. 
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MESSAGE FROM: 
PATRICIA 
PARFREY
MINI AND YOUTH RUGBY 
C0-ORDINATOR  

Mini and Youth Review
We started our 2019/20 season on the 8th 
September 2019. The various teams from U6’s up 
to U16’s settled in and weekly training sessions on 
Sundays were run. We had a mid-week training 
session on a Wednesday (weather permitting) 
in Ballycorus 7pm to 8pm for our U11’s, U12’s, 
U13’s and U16’s teams.  All teams participated 
in their various age grade Leinster Metro games 
and various Blitzes, both at home and away from 
October onwards.  

The U16s were in the Metro Div. 1 and got to the 
semi-final. It has been the best season for this 
group since they have started playing competitive 
rugby at U13s, they won 8 out of 9 of the league 
games since the start of the season and had 
hoped to get to finals day. Unfortunately, Covid-19 
put paid to that happening.

Five of our U16’s made the Metro Development 
Panel – Daniel Rigney at No. 8, Peter McCabe, 
Prop, Ben Gouldson – Centre, Oscar Hurley – 
Prop and Tom Larke – Outhalf.  

Our U13’s started their season with a Sunday 
morning BBQ – helped by older siblings of players 
and parents – to raise some funds towards their 
end of season outing. Their first 15 aside training 
match was arranged with Lansdowne in late 
September 2019 and Head Coach, Aidan Gordon 
acknowledged the team’s performance “they were 
absolutely fantastic. First game on a full pitch 
and they played as a team, supporting each other.  
They are a special group.” 

The U13’s had organised to facilitate welcoming 
Toulouse University Club to Dublin in early April 
and their planned end of season trip was a visit 
to Cardiff on the private charter with the Leinster 
Team. A game was planned against a local team 
and onwards to support the Leinster Team vs 
Scarlets in May.  

Unfortunately for all, the Irish Rugby Football 
Union together with Connacht, Leinster, Munster 
and Ulster Rugby announced the suspension of all 
domestic rugby activity from 6pm on 12th March 
in response to the Government advice on the 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, and that was 
that – season over!

During the lockdown a few of our teams (U9’s, 
U12’s, U13’s) put together a compilation of 
clips showing off their rugby skills. These were 
uploaded to our website and enjoyed by many. 
The Club also premiered a video at the end of 
April to celebrate our players, teams and coaches 
from the season ended. Even though we were all 
struggling to deal with the strange times we found 
ourselves in, it is encouraging to see the efforts 
people made to keep in touch with one another 
remotely.  

At the time of writing, the situation regarding 
the return to play Rugby is still in a very fluid 
state subject to change at any moment. We, as a 
Group, are working hard to follow the guidelines 
and protocols and put in place a plan to return to 
playing rugby safely. 

A lot was achieved last year regarding the 
development of our Youth Academy – see report 
from Andrew Bowers and we hope we can build 
on this in 2020/21.  We are currently running 
teams from U6’s (Born 2015) up to U17’s (2004). 

If you need any information regarding Mini/Youth 
Rugby in Old Wesley please send us an email at:

mini.youth@oldwesley.ie 

I wish all Teams in Old Wesley RFC a safe, 
enjoyable and successful season (whatever shape 
or form) for 2020/21.  

Patricia Parfrey   
Co-ordinator, Mini and Youth Rugby. 
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info@allabouttrees.ie

Shankill Business Centre,
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Station Road,

Shankill,
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Josh Miller clears under pressure

JJ O’Dea brushed aside a tackle

Conor Maguire drives forward 
in typical fashion

David Poff splits the defence to score
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MESSAGE FROM: 
ANDREW
BOWERS
DIRECTOR OF MINI 
AND YOUTH RUGBY  

Youth Academy Development

As part of our 3-year Strategic plan, which was 
developed at the end of last season, we made 
several changes to the structure of Mini and Youth 
based around four objectives: 
1. Rugby Management of the Mini/Youths   
 Section
2. Development of OWRFC Rugby Pathway 
3. Growing the Membership
4. Developing and Sustaining the Internal   
 Coaching & Management Structure

We have successfully started implementing the 
objectives and we have completed the following 
during the season:
1. In addition to Patricia Parfrey, our Mini Youth  
 Rugby Coordinator & Child Welfare Officer, 
 we have appointed a Director of Mini & Youth  
 (Andrew Bowers) and a Head of Youth Rugby 
 (David Foulds) to implement the strategy and 
 to represent Mini & Youth on the Club’s Rugby  
 Group.

2. We put up advertising banners in Donnybrook 
 and in Ballycorus highlighting our new 
 branding and our pathway – “From Under 6,
 to All Ireland League, to Six Nations” We have 
 renamed our Youth Section from U14 upwards 
 as the Old Wesley Academy to highlight the 
 huge role the Mini and Youth structure has in 
 developing future Junior and Senior players. 

With the help of our parents and coaches we 
arranged for some development activities with 
our players:
• Ex mini and Leinster star, Ryan Baird held a 
 training session with the U16/17s 
• Craig Ronaldson, ex Connacht out-half, held 
 a kicking session for our Minis players.
• With the help of an IRFU Strength and 
 Conditioning coach we introduced TouchFit to 
 our U14s players who stayed on in the club 
 when this is the riskiest age-group for clubs to 
 lose players to the schools.

3. We successfully increased our playing pool in 
 Minis & Youths from 147 to 160.

4. We held a successful coaching session 
 for our Minis and Youths coaches with our 
 Leinster Community Rugby Officer, Jonathan 
 Sharkey. Jonathan also helped several of our 
 teams throughout the year with more coaching 
 sessions.

After our successful start, we really hope that we 
can continue to expand and grow the Minis and 
Youths section – truly making Old Wesley “A Club 
for Life”!

Andrew Bowers
Director of Mini & Youth Rugby

Old Wesley Rugby Football Cl

Old Wesley 
Club and 

Community 
Officer 

Appointed
Old Wesley and Leinster Rugby are delighted to 
announce the appointment of Andrew Egan as 
the Club and Community Officer. Andrew will be 
working with Primary and Secondary schools in 
the DLRCC area to affect and support the creation 
of high quality rugby environments for all by 
encouraging, promoting, growing, and organising 
the participation in and playing of rugby.

If you have any queries and/or would like your 
local school to get involved, feel free to contact 
Andrew by email on: andrew.egan@staff.
wesleycollege.ie.
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Wesley College Dublin

Wesley College, Ballinteer, Dublin 16
Telephone: (353) 1 2987066   Fax: (353) 1 2987406    Email: info@wesleycollege.ie

Website: www.wesleycollege.ie 

Committed to academic excellence and the
development of the whole person, Wesley  College
provides the best possible start in life for every
student.

� High academic standards
� Unrivalled library, music and technology centres
� Outstanding sporting facilities – rugby, hockey,

tennis and badminton
� Five and seven day boarding options with modern,

high quality boarding facilities
� Friendly and positive community atmosphere 
� SEC grants, music scholarships and bursaries

available 
� Just 500m from the M50 - set in 50 acres.

Wesley College prides itself on its positive ethos,
Christian values, extra-curricular programme, pastoral
care and inclusive community spirit. Please contact the
College for a prospectus or to arrange to see the
College and our boarding facilities.

Prove all things; 
hold fast that 
which is good.
1 Thessalonians, chap.5, v.21

Wesley college A4 portrait:Layout 1  25/06/2015  18:38  Page 3
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Wesley College 
celebrates 175 years
Founded on 1st October 1845 with three 
boarders and nine day pupils, the College 
moved from its original premises on St 
Stephen’s Green to the new campus in 
Ballinteer in 1969 with 550 pupils. 

Wesley is now home to over 900 pupils in 
a vibrant, modern facility.

Preparations are underway to mark 
this key achievement in 2020 and 2021 
with several initiatives in and around 
the Campus. In October 2021 we hope 
to host a Gala Dinner and a Photo 
Memories Book has been published and 
is available from the College for €15.

Keep up to date with all the news and 
events on our website 
www.wesleycollege.ie

Wesley College SCT warm up ahead of their 
cup clash with Gonzaga in Donnybrook.
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2019 seems for a very many people a long time 
ago. For the touch teams coming off the back 
of another All-Ireland (ITS) victory, winning 
the development touch series (DTS), coming 
5th in the European Club Championships 
and bringing home the winning trophy in the 
St. Nicholas tournament in Brussels for the 
second consecutive year. We hosted teams from 
Portugal and France who enjoyed the pitches 
and competition almost as much as Michael’s 
hospitality in the bar afterwards. Things were 
looking really bright.

Much like a picture of someone’s breakfast taken 
on Instagram, no one wants to read about the 
last three or four months, so I won’t mention it. 
And after a long spell of doing nothing we found 
ourselves in the privileged position whereby we 
were deemed safe to return to play around the 
start of June. 

Contactless at first, fitness and individual skills, 
the stuff that most players hide behind trees to 
avoid, and then progressing into full training 
and practice games. With the season running in 
summer having been more or less completely 
taken away, just the small feat of being able to 
train together has been a real privilege and joy.

Looking forward can sometimes be a 
challenge particularly in a constantly changing 
environment, however the progression the touch 
club has made in the past few months speaks 
volumes of the dedication the players have to 
touch and Old Wesley. 

We officially rebranded to ‘Old Wesley Touch’ 
over the summer after many years of a happy 
partnership with the club, and look forward to 
progressing both the sport within the club and 
making our contributions towards getting the 
club we love back up and running when we are 
able to. 

More and more we have crossover between 
Rugby and Touch with players enjoying not only 
the possibility of playing both but also improving 
their respective game through the many 
transferable skills there are on offer. 

As with everyone else in the world we are 
swimming through muddy waters, but plan, 
where safe to do so, to use our position as a 
playable sport for all to help in some small way  
to help the club through these tough times.

                      Brian Leveau

2019-2020 
SEASON
REPORT 

Touch Rugby
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Paul Derham, Conor Maguire and JJ O’Dea
Congratulations to...

Harry Noonan makes U20s 
Six Nations Debut 
Harry, a stalwart in Old Wesley’s front row, despite his young 
years, has been ever present over the last 2 seasons on 
the senior team. His talents were again recognised at Irish 
underage level, when he was called up to the Irish Under 20’s 
training camp in early 2020. Harry came off the bench in both 
round 2 and 3 versus Wales and England. 

Conor Maguire, Paul 
Derham and JJ O’Dea 
selected for Irish Club 
Squad
The Ireland Club Team faced off 
against the Scotland Club Team, as 
part of the 2020 Club International 
Series in Netherdale, Galashiels, on 
Friday, January 31, 2020. During the 
game, prop Conor Maguire and No. 
8 Paul Derham played key roles in 
securing the win for Ireland. 

Paul made a key break to set up the 
secondd try and Conor crossed the 
whitewash to give the Irish side a 
17-39 victory.

 Harry Noonan

The Old Wesley connection

At the time of going to print Andrew Porter (son of Ernie) and Ryan Baird (son of our referee, Andrew), 
who first played rugby at mini and youth level in Old Wesley, have been selected as part of the Irish 
squad to play in the remaining 6 Nations Championship matches against Italy and France. Also selected 
for the squad is ex-Wesley College student Josh van der Flier, (whose father Dirk also played for Old 
Wesley).
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Wishing Old Wesley all the best for the coming season. 

www.dublingrass.ie 01-8386867 
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The Old Wesley Business lunch took place 
on Friday, 22nd November, 2019 and was an 
outstanding success. Over 140 guests were wined 
and dined while Alan Shortt was a masterful MC. 
Richard Bruton TD, Minister for Communications, 
Climate & Environment was the first speaker and 
post lunch Alex Waugh from Banbridge provided a 
knockout performance of humour.
Apart from being a significant fund raiser, this 
event has become a very important part of 
developing corporate partners for the club. 

Household names such as AIB, Zurich, EY, 
LK Shields, Ulster Bank, Spirit Motors, Maples 
plus many more all sponsored tables.

Apart from the club being the main beneficiary, 
proceeds from the very successful auction were 
shared with three very deserving charities Pieta 
House, Focus Ireland, and Threshold.

Paul Short

Business Lunch 2019

Business Lunch proves an outstanding success

Another great turn out made for a 
very successful Business Lunch 

Alan Shortt regales the 
attendees as MC on the day

Pictured at the lunch were Richard Bruton TD, 
with Alex Waugh, guest speaker, Banbridge, 

and Old Wesley President Adrian Hawe.
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I was thoroughly enjoying my Presidential 
year right up until March 12th when 
COVID-19 struck. I enjoyed watching 
the matches at all levels – from our 1st 
XV to the Minis in Ballycorus. I enjoyed 
all the pre-match lunches, hosting the 
visiting teams President and our own club 
members who supported them. I enjoyed 
the various club dinners – plenty of pints, 
good craic and some very entertaining 
guests, albeit not so good for the waistline! 

There were many highlights during the 
year. On the pitch our 1st XV were going 
well in 1B. Of all the games I watched, their 
performance away to Armagh in November 
when we won 40-13 was the most complete 
performance of the season. 

Other notable games were the away 
victory against Shannon in November and 
the trip to Navan in February on one of the 
coldest days of the year. Then it all came to 
a sudden halt. No more rugby matches at 
the business end of the season when things 
were getting interesting. The play offs were 
certain again and who knows what would 
have happened.

The 3rd XV produced another outstanding 
year going through the league unbeaten 
and were denied the chance to do back 
to back doubles. The 2nds had another 
outstanding season, finishing 3rd and just 

missing out on another league final. The 
4ths also finished 3rd in their league and 
5ths battled well and finished 4th after a 
slow start. 

It was also good to see the U20’s back in 
Premier 1 and once they found their feet 
and confidence, they showed that they 
could compete at that level.

The cup season was just around the corner 
and I’m sure the junior teams would have 
brought home more silverware to sit in our 
new trophy cabinet. One positive is the 
trophies we currently hold will be in the 
cabinet for another year now anyway!

Ben Burns skips through 
the Shannon cover

PRESIDENT’S
HIGHLIGHTS 
2019-2020 
SEASON 

Adrian Hawe

Handing over the reins to incoming President Nigel Poff 
during the Club’s first virtual AGM
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Off the pitch we had the Corporate Golf 
Day in Powerscourt Golf Club in September 
which was a big success due to the 
generous support of our members and 
sponsors. This was a great start to the 
season not only from a fundraising point 
of view but also from a social point of view 
for our corporate members.

The addition of the newly refurbished 
downstairs bar was very important and 
gives us the luxury of having another room, 
along with the upstairs panoramic bar, 
to rent for corporate events, meetings or 
parties . We got some early pay back when 
it was opened in time to host the Ladies 
Olympic Hockey Qualifiers against Canada.

The return of the Candlelight Dinners were 
a big success and the two we did were fully 
sold out. Other highlights on the dining 
front were the ever popular Over 60’s 
dinner and the Annual Club Dinner.

During lockdown we were entertained 
with our first ever virtual Player Awards 
and the Trip Down Memory Lane where I 
approached a cross section of members 
to give us their memories of the club and 
what it means to them. 

This proved to be very entertaining and 
enjoyed by all. We also had time to view 
re-runs of many games in our history from 
the 1985 Cup win right up to more recent 
games.

I would like to thank all our members who 
responded so generously to our appeal to 
pay their membership earlier than usual 
along with a Covid Contribution. Thank 
you also to those members who have been 
kind enough to make further financial 
contributions. 

At the time of going to print, restrictions 
are still in place. This is having a serious 
effect on club finances all around the 
Country and these donations will really 
help our cash flow as we head into the new 
season.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone 
for their time, commitment and support 
during my Presidential Year. From my 
fellow club officers to the managers, 
coaches, the various committees and our 
hard working office and bar staff to the 
players, parents and our loyal supporters 
– it was certainly a year that we will not 
forget!

I wish Nigel all the best for his year as 
President and look forward to, hopefully, 
seeing everyone back in Donnybrook again 
soon.
            Adrian Hawe

With Richard Bruton TD 
during the business lunch.

Heading for the hill during the 
Old Wesley Corporate Golf day
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In remembrance

Alan Byrne 
Alan joined Old Wesley in the 1960’s after 
leaving Mountjoy School.  He was a regular on 
our junior teams during the 1960s, 70s and 80s, 
playing alongside his brother Robbie.  

He was a good tourist attending King’s Norton 
and other Old Wesley tours.  For a number of 
years he was also DJ at the Old Wesley Saturday 
night discos, where he would sign off with the 
song “We gotta get out of this place”.  

On and off the pitch he was known as Beatle, 
presumably because of his interest in music. 
After retiring from rugby he was a good 
supporter of club social events, and in recent 
years, despite health issues, was a regular at 
the Members’ Occasional Lunches.

He started his working 
life in the Royal Bank, 
before moving to 
Lombard & Ulster 
Bank. Always a very 
well dressed, he was 
regularly seen walking 
around town at lunch 
time in an immaculate 
suit. 

He was very fashion conscious and also 
regularly wore a hat to match his outfit.

Alan is survived by his wife Jennifer, daughters 
Sarah and Jessica, and siblings Eve and Robbie.
                     

Born in July 1929, the eighth of a family of ten, 
five boys and five girls, “Dick” as he was called 
by all who knew him, lived his early years in 
Kenilworth Park. He attended the local national 
school in Harold’s Cross, before moving to The 
High School in 1941. On leaving school he went 
to work in Heitons for a short time and then to 
Cadburys, before transferring to the IDA from 
where he finally retired.

Dick joined Old Wesley in 1946 where he played 
most of his rugby on the Junior teams, although 
he was known to have played on the 1st XV on 
one of the tours to Scotland.  On being asked 
on one occasion what position he played, he is 
reputed to have replied he was a “dashing ten 
and a half stone wing-forward”.  Flankers had 
not yet been born.  He was President of Old 
Wesley in 1975-76 succeeding his brother Billy 
(1974-75); what a formidable pairing.

Dick became a member of Rathfarnham Golf 
Club in 1961. It was there that he and I became 
great friends; a friendship that lasted nearly 
60 years.  He was elected Captain of the Golf 
Club in 1984, having previously served as Hon. 
Secretary for a number of years.  He also played 
in many of the Old Wesley annual golf outings 
to Courtown.

Among Dick’s many interests, music was 
probably in the forefront. The serious side was 
taken care of by his membership of the Clef 
Club, an all male club which met on a Saturday 
for supper once a month in the winter.  

For many years he was 
a stalwart member of 
the Rathfarnham 
Parish choir. On the 
lighter side, he enjoyed 
a sing-along anywhere 
and at any time, often 
being persuaded to 
bring along his guitar.  

He also liked taking part in 
the shows in the Clef Club, sometimes writing 
the sketches or lyrics, even acting as producer 
when the previous producer retired.

Dick was delighted when, a few years ago, 
Old Wesley decided to have a lunch and guest 
speaker in the club on 4 or 5 Thursdays during 
the season, mainly for the retired members and 
friends. For him it was a great opportunity to 
re-acquaint with members he had played with 
over a long number of years. 

He looked forward to this lunch eagerly, and 
only missed a couple since they started. The 
clock, which has now stopped ticking, had 
almost completed a full circle.

We extend our sympathies to his wife Joan and 
sister Betty.
          Stan Browning

Dick Shiel
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John A F Meldrum
Speak to anyone who knew Johnny and it 
immediately brings a smile to their face when 
they recall what a character he was. My good 
friend passed away last March which not only 
brought great sadness to his wife Heather and 
their 3 sons, Kingsley, Morgan & Simon but also 
to the very many friends who had enjoyed his 
company throughout his work and sporting 
lifetime.

Johnny was a proud Sligo man, educated in the 
Masonic School where he excelled in all sports 
under the influence of a former Old Wesley 
member - Harry Risk. He graduated from Trinity 
where he undertook an external degree course 
whilst working for Goulding Chemicals. 

He joined Old Wesley in the late 50’s and 
became very active in all aspects of the Club. He 
was the scrum-half on the Senior XV for some 
years where one of his colleagues recalls that 
he regularly would turn up late for the games 
eating a banana! 

For a number of years he produced and 
edited the Club’s Newsletter assembling this 
publication at home with his young sons. He 
loved attending the Club’s Annual Dress Dance 
with his wife Heather and seldom, if ever, 
missed attending the Over 60’s dinner which 
was introduced in 1969-1970. In all aspects of 
the Social side of the club it would be fair to say 
he was a keen participant who loved the craic.

Over the past 30 odd years I have also had the 
pleasure of his company in the Rathfarnham 

Golf Club where he was 
usually my foursomes 
partner in the club’s 
Annual Foursomes 
Competition. Everyone 
loved him up there and 
in recent years, while 
he was absent due to 
illness, I was regularly asked by club members 
and staff alike - do you know how Johnny is?

Outside of work and sport Johnny was very 
involved with the Presbyterian Church in 
Adelaide Rd. where he was a regular attendee 
and for many years headed up their “Dole 
Busters” operation set up to help those 
unfortunates who found themselves out of a 
job. As a FAS employee at that time he was in a 
position to help many get work and did so.

Also for numerous years he was one of the 
“12 Apostles” who helped organise the Annual 
Sportsman’s Church Service in St Patrick’s 
Cathedral along with other sporting events to 
bring together men and women of all religious 
denominations in the celebration of sport.

The very many of us who knew Johnny during 
his lifetime will always remember him with a 
smile and be thankful for the times spent with 
him. We in Old Wesley extend our deepest 
sympathies to both his immediate and extended 
family.           
              AD

Dick White 
Dick was a member of Old Wesley for well over 
50 years, joining his brother Roger to play for 
Old Wesley upon leaving Trinity in the early 60s. 
He played at centre and full back for several 
seasons on the 1st XV. He was well admired 
by his fellow players having a reputation as a 
particularly strong tackler. 

He also played on many junior teams over the 
years. He was a member of the 3rd B Winters 
Cup winning team of 1975-76. After his playing 
career ended, Dick continued to support the 
club and was a regular attendee in Donnybrook 
for home games up until recently. 

He was employed by Guinness, working in a 
number of different departments over a long 

career. His other big 
interest was amateur 
dramatics where he 
was a member of the 
Stillorgan Players and 
Lesson Park Players.

Here he produced 
and acted in many 
productions over the years. He was a very 
active member of St. Brigid’s Parish where he 
also carried out a large number of roles as a 
willing volunteer.

Dick is survived by his wife Aileen, children 
Keith, Naomi and Andrew, grandchildren, and 
brother Roger.                
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best wishes for the 
2020 - 2021 Season

131 Rathgar Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6 
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W: www.dcopeland.ie

P: 01-4964 972 / M: 087-9690 935.
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Basil Holland
Basil, who was 82 when he died on 30th 
October 2019 in Mount Tabor nursing home, 
was a long time member of Old Wesley R.F.C. 
His father Edwin Holland, better known as 
Dabbie, lived in Clontarf. Dabbie was a long 
time member and was President of our 
Club in 1963-64 and secretary of our Social 
Committee some time later.

Basil was educated in Armagh Royal School 
and studied law at Trinity. He was active 
in some of the societies in the College. On 
leaving College he qualified as a Solicitor. 
He worked alongside Paul and Peter Hayes of 
this Club in Whitney, Moore, Keller. 

He played on many of the Junior Teams in the 
2nd row and always could be relied upon to 
turn up and put in an effort, and was a good 
team member. 

He served as Secretary of the Club’s Social 
Committee. He had a beautiful singing voice 
and sang in many of the R & R productions 
both in the Gaiety Theatre and elsewhere. 

He was also a member of The Strollers, and 
sang in their band (choir) and sang solos on 
many occasions. 

In later years he enjoyed 
coming to our Over 60s’ 
Dinner, and he always 
entertained us with a couple 
of songs.

He was married to Joy Bates and they had 
two children Judith and Jonathan and will be 
lovingly remembered by his daughter-in-law 
Evonne and two grandchildren, Harry and 
Sam, and he had a brother Buster. 

His funeral was held on Monday 4th 
November in Dundrum Methodist Church 
where a large attendance including many from 
Old Wesley R.F.C. and a large number of The 
Strollers band sang to a packed church. 

It was a lovely service and the family 
entertained some of their friends later to lunch 
in The Goat Restaurant.

Basil was an ideal member who served the 
club when asked, he was good company and 
enjoyed the company of the members, he will 
be missed.
                     
                JB

Bruce Lyster
The death of Bruce Lyster at the beginning 
of May was a sad loss to sport and his many 
friends. 

Bruce played Junior Rugby for Old Wesley 
during the 1960’s & 70’s with such greats as 
Brian Molloy, Cyril Craven and David McCabe.
Bruce then moved abroad with Price 
Waterhouse where he became a senior partner 
worldwide.
He also rose to prominence in the sailing 
world, becoming Commodore of the 
Royal St. George Yacht Club and sailed in the 
Fastnet Race. 

On his return from 
abroad he rejoined as 
a pavilion member of 
Old Wesley RFC.
We extend our 
sympathies to Gillian, 
his three sons and the 
rest of the family. 
                      
                BM 
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Cleaners of 
Old Wesley Rugby Kit
Wish Old Wesley RFC 

all the best 
for the new season 

121 – 123 Main Street,
Ranelagh, Dublin 6.

Tel: 01 4910592
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How do I begin. It has been a crazy year but through the guidance 
from our executive committee and help from our members we are 
going forward.

Looking back, Adrian Hawe our past president 
for fifteen months has been a rock. He came 
up with some great ideas, such as “A walk 
down memory lane” which has kept us all in 
touch, also asking our members to contribute 
to the funds of the club. 

Needless to say, our members have been 
fantastic in their contributions.

I would like to take this opportunity in 
thanking Adrian for all his help and advice 
throughout this long year. I would like to thank 
Adrian’s wife, Suzanne, for all the work and 
help she gave myself and the club in functions 
that went ahead and ones that never made it 
over the line because of COVID-19.

I would like to say well done to Wayne 
Sheridan, our COVID-19 safety officer, who has 
done a fantastic job. The club is in safe hands.
I know the club will have many functions in the 
future, and just to remind everyone the club 
has two function rooms, two bars, Wi-Fi, and 
four big screens. 

We have two caterers in Ali Davis Foods and 
D4 Deli. Both caterers have been a huge 
success. They offer a wide range of menu 
options, from finger food to fine dining. We 
can offer a package to suit everyone.

Congratulations to our new, now at last 
president, Nigel Poff who we all know will do a 
great job in this position.

I look forward to another year working 
alongside Brenda and Pauline in the office. 
I would like to thank Tracey, Martin, Stephen, 
Paul, and all the bar staff for all their hard 
work throughout the year. 

I would like to say a big thank you to our past 
treasurer Peter Squires. The work he has put 
in throughout his years is second to none. 
He has always been there when you needed 
advice and guidance. I know Peter will always 
be there if help is required. Thank you, Peter.

Finally, the challenges ahead will be tough but 
have no doubt that through hard work and 
togetherness we will pull through. 

We are a proud club, and we have so much to 
offer. So, keep your head held high, be safe, 
and enjoy even more this special club we all 
have for life. 

Our future is bright.

Michael Weafer
Club Manager

The Club 

MESSAGE FROM: 
CLUB 
MANAGER Martin, Brenda, Pauline and Michael



A Club for Life

Support our sponsors

Protestant Aid exists to help relieve the distress 

of financial hardship and deprivation on a 

strictly non-denominational basis, treating all 

calls for help equally, regardless of religious or 

social backgrounds.

Protestant Aid helps people throughout the 

Republic whose difficulties have been brought 

to light through social workers and clergy.

Tel: 01 668 4298. Fax: 01 660 3292. Email: info@protestantaid.org
www.protestantaid.org

If you have a real financial problem, or know 

someone else who does, ask your Rector or 

social worker to get in touch with us.

• GENERAL GRANTS
• ANNUITIES
• HEATING GRANTS
• EDUCATION GRANTS 
• THIRD-LEVEL LOANS

A helping hand 
to those in need
A helping hand
to those in need



Proudly Supporting
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

Offices in Dublin, Cork, Limerick and Mullingar

Tel:  +353 (0)1 266 6000
Fax:       353 (0)1 266 6620
Email:     requests@aon.ie
Web:              www.aon.ie

MacDonagh Boland Crotty MacRedmond Ltd. t/a Aon MacDonagh Boland
 is regulated by the Financial Regulator



ARE YOU
READY?

As firms across Ireland assess life after lockdown, 

embracing cloud technologies fast became an 

overnight necessity. For some, it has been a 

challenge to provide the technology platform on 

such short notice to enable their sta� to keep 

working,particularly to the same levels of produc-

tivity. The Firms that had already embraced Cloud 

Technology were able to move quickly when 

lockdown came into e�ect.

SureSkills, in partnership with IBM provide critical 

IT Solutions and Support to several of the top 

Firms in Ireland and are considered to be one of 

the experts in the Legal Sector when it comes to 

IT Systems. Leading Irish legal firms including 

ByrneWallace, Eversheds Sutherland, Dillon 

Eustace, Eugene F Collins, Hayes & Phillip Lee rely 

on SureSkills to deliver technology infrastructure 

and consulting services that offer flexibility – 

a valued commodity in these disruptive, 

uncertain times.

“As a result of the great people, impeccable technical 

knowledge, and flawless execution from the
SureSkills team, our relationship has gone from 

strength to strength.”

Rory Clerkin, IT Manager, Eugene F. Collins

 "ByrneWallace have worked with SureSkills, a valued

Strategic Partner, for over 10 years. SureSkills remain

consistently reliable and never let us down."

John Kelly, Head of IT, ByrneWallace. 

“We chose SureSkills for its complete ‘as a service’ 

model. Very early in our interaction with their team, it 

was clear to us that they are all about customer focus. 

Their technical skills, along with how they took the 

time to understand our needs as a firm, meant it was a
seamless transition to the new environment.”

Paul Cullen, IT Manager, Dillon Eustace.

info@sureskills.com | 01 240 22 22
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