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IRISH RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION

It is my privilege to write to you in the capacity 
of President of the Irish Rugby Football Union 
for the upcoming season, 2022/23. 

It was a remarkable achievement to have 
completed the 2021/22 season so successfully 
given the challenges clubs faced as we emerged 
from the restrictions placed on us by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. That success was due to 
all the hard work by everyone involved in clubs, 
and your contribution is very much appreciated. 
This meant that the vast majority of games 
were played, and finals were held, including the 
Energia All Ireland League finals for women 
and men, which provided much needed days of 
celebration. 

This new season brings much promise and new 
opportunities. It seems that the worst of the 
pandemic is now behind us, and we can look 
forward, with some optimism, to a more normal 
season for 2022/23, which will be another busy 
year for all. 

Challenges remain, and we have seen in some 
areas, for instance, in the case of adult players 
and volunteers, where numbers returning to 
some clubs has not yet fully recovered. We are 
all working incredibly hard to encourage people 
back and to bring new people into our game. I 
know our clubs provide an open invitation and 
a warm welcome to everyone, and we need to 
continue to do everything we can to attract 
more boys, girls, women and men, into our 
game. I hope that 2022/23 can be a season 
where rugby values will be celebrated. 

The core values and pillars of our game which 
are respect, inclusivity, integrity, fun and 
excellence, must be protected and promoted by 
all. We should be rightly proud of these values, 
which are respected well beyond the rugby 
community. Inappropriate and disrespectful 
comments or behaviours on and off the field of 
play, especially towards match officials, have no 
place in our sport. 

I know that the start of any season is a busy 
time in clubs, and I hope that the use of 
technology and new systems, can alleviate 
some of the time commitment required. 
However, while technology helped us through 
the pandemic, I believe there is nothing like 
getting back into a room with people talking to 
each other. I know that clubs really missed this 
part of normal life and it will be great to see 
a normal atmosphere restored to clubhouses 
from the start of the season.   

I look forward to visiting many of our clubs and 
schools in the year ahead and meeting as many 
people as possible involved in our wonderful 
game. 

For now, I wish your Club all the very best for 
the season ahead. I hope that all your teams at 
all levels have a successful season and that all 
the members of your Club thoroughly enjoy the 
year.

Yours sincerely,
John Robinson,
President, 
Irish Rugby Football Union.

Message from:Message from:Message from: John Robinson
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PRESIDENT LEINSTER RUGBY
Message from:

As President of Leinster Rugby, I am delighted 
to have the opportunity to pen a few words for 
your yearbook for this, the 2022/23 season.

I would like to start by congratulating Robbie 
Love on his appointment as President. I would 
like to wish him, along with your Club Chairman 
Peter Squires, an enjoyable and rewarding 
season after what has been a difficult 2 years 
for us all. 

To your Club Coach Morgan Lennon, Club 
Captain Iain McGann and all your players, every 
success for what lies ahead.

I’ve always called Old Wesley my home away 
from home in Wexford and always try to drop in 
whenever I’m in Dublin. The friendly reception 
I receive always reminds me of the sense of 
community and camaraderie that can be found 
in all rugby clubs but especially yours, as the 
great Michael Weafer is always the first to greet 
me with a great smile and a big hug (and a glass 
of wine) 

I was, in fact, in Old Wesley for the now 
infamous game against Naas where, despite 
tremendous work done by players and coaches, 
you were narrowly defeated and denied a place 
in the final and in turn possible promotion to 
Energia AIL Div 1, but I have no doubt, with your 
impressive coaches and captain, that you will 
return to the league this year with a desire to 
win Div 1B.

Old Wesley also has a very strong Junior Section 
which could be seen last season with wins 
against Tallaght in the Winters Cup, against 
Lansdowne in the Albert O’Connell Cup, 
reaching the final of the Metro 4 league and 
winning the Metro 6 Final against Terenure. It’s 
a testament to your Junior squads that they are 
so strong and shows the ambition and drive 
your Club has for the future.

I know there are great plans ahead for Old 
Wesley, with a programme in place this season 
to start getting more female volunteers into 
the Club and Committee. I must mention your 
Youths and Minis Co-ordinator, Patricia Parfrey, 
here for her dedication to her Club.  

Debbie Carty
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It is a huge honour for me, as the first Female 
President of Leinster, to be able to address 
the Clubs this season and I applaud Wesley for 
taking the steps to get more women involved. It 
is a personal mandate of mine that I am trying 
to get more women involved in volunteering 
and running of Club Committees. 

We are a huge asset to a Club and I would 
encourage your members to take in one of the 
Roadshows I will be running throughout the 
season on my own pathway from the ‘Club 
Kitchen to the Presidency’ but also to show 
Clubs how to recruit, encourage and mentor 
more women into your Committees.

A section close to my heart, after being a 
Mini Co-ordinator, is the Minis and I am told 
that Wesley has a thriving Mini Section under 
Patricia’s management. It is worth noting that 
Leinster and Ireland players Andrew Porter and 
Ryan Baird first held a rugby ball with Wesley’s 
Minis and I am sure you will continue on with 
many more.

Club rugby is primarily about the players and 
I would appeal to all players in your club to 
continue to play for as long as possible, but 
when you do give up playing, please think about 
the army of volunteers your Club needs to 
function. Having been a volunteer of my Club 
for over 20 years, I cannot stress enough how 
rewarding volunteering can be on the Rugby 
side, the Admin side and even Refereeing, so 
when you decide to retire from playing, get in 
touch with your Committee about giving a few 
hours a week back to your Club. I can assure 
you that you will continue to have the sense of 
fun and camaraderie that you had as a player. 
I applaud all of your volunteers and ask you to 
keep up the good work.

It would be remiss of me if I didn’t mention one 
of your finest volunteers in Old Wesley; Robert 
Deacon, a past president of Leinster and now 
an IRFU Representative; and, might I add, one 
of my greatest friends in the Leinster family. He 
has been a beacon of information and guidance 
to me and I would personally like to thank him 
for all the help he has been to me over the last 
few years.

I will be spending a lot of time in your area, with 
visits to Energia Park, Old Wesley and Bective 
Rangers, I’ve never seen a situation similar to 
yours in the Province and it is a credit to you all 
that you are great neighbours. 

There is a great working relationship between 
Leinster Branch and the two Clubs by way of 
the Consultative Committee, that I have had 
the honour of working with over the last year. 
The way all three of you work together on pitch 
usage and events, making sure everything runs 
smoothly is admirable and the relationship 
you have is something other sports and shared 
sports grounds should aspire to.

The season ahead will be challenging for the 
Leinster Senior team, as we strive for the 
elusive 5th Star in the EPCR and to take back 
the URC Cup that were denied to us last year. 

However, I have no doubt that Leo and his 
squad are up for the challenge and we look 
forward to the season ahead. With Autumn 
Internationals, a Six Nations and a World Cup, 
it will be a busy rugby season, but I know you 
will join me in wishing Leo and the Squad every 
success this season.

There will be various Leinster representative 
teams featuring in Energia Park during the 
season, so why not attend, when possible, and 
take the opportunity to support your own club 
by doing so.

Finally, I look forward to visiting and availing of 
the wonderful reception and friendship which is 
always extended to visitors to your clubhouse 
by the members, and I would like to wish all in 
Old Wesley a great season.

Yours in rugby,
Debbie Carty,
President, 
Leinster Rugby. 
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Gary Ryan
ENERGIA GROUP - LEAGUE SPONSORS
Message from:

On behalf of everyone at Energia Group, I’d like 
to say how delighted we are to see the Energia 
AIL resume for the 22/23 season. 

We are thrilled to be heading into what we’re 
sure will be another action-packed season. It 
was wonderful to see such recognition of the 
quality of the league with increased attendance 
at games and huge online engagement last year 
and we hope to see those numbers continue to 
rise. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank the 
clubs, players, and volunteers for their efforts 
to incorporate and adhere to the health and 
safety requirements and guidelines that allowed 
last season to be able to run to completion.  
This was a significant undertaking which did not 
go unnoticed. 

We continue to be inspired by the clubs and 
their embodiment of #PositiveEnergy all across 
the country. 

This remains the core of Energia’s commitment 
to rugby at all levels. Supporting the game from 
the grassroots has, and continues to be, at the 
centre of our partnership.

We look forward to another great season with 
all 60 teams getting back on the pitch and we 
wish everyone the best of luck. 

Gary Ryan
Managing Director
Energia Customer Solutions

9



TEST DRIVE THE NEW 
PEUGEOT RANGE 

AT BLUEBELL MOTOR CO TODAY

Bluebell Motor Co Website: www.bluebellmotorco.com 
Telephone: 01 4501555

308

208
3008

10



PRESIDENT OLD WESLEY RFC
It is a great honour for me to be elected as 
President of Old Wesley Rugby Football Club for 
the 2022 – 2023 season. On behalf of all our 
club members it is my great pleasure to extend 
a warm welcome to all clubs and match officials 
visiting Old Wesley RFC at Donnybrook and 
Ballycorus this season.

I extend my very best wishes to our Club 
Captain, Iain McGann. Iain played his first rugby 
with Old Wesley as a 7-year-old mini player 
and this is his fourth season to be elected Club 
Captain. His election again is a great honour 
and is a measure of the high esteem that Iain is 
held.

There is no doubt a lot of hard work has taken 
place over the summer months and I wish all 
Coaches, Management and Players at all levels 
the very best for this season. Our Touch rugby 
section is thriving and to all involved keep up 
the good work.    

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our sponsors, in particular, our main sponsor 
Savills. The last few years have been extremely 
challenging and I thank all our generous 
members for their financial support. Without 
the support of our sponsors, members and all 
benefactors we may not have survived. 

Yet again the corporate golf day was a great 
success superbly organised by Adrian Hawe, 
Eddie Fogarty and committee, thank you.

Another invaluable source of income is our 
club programme, a special thank you to Alan 
Chapman, Mark Egan and committee for the 
mammoth amount of work they have done in 
producing this.

Often the first person people meet when they 
visit Old Wesley in Donnybrook is our Club 
Manager Michael Weafer. His friendly approach 
along with that of all his staff is legendary 
at this stage. I have no doubt they will do 
everything to make your day as enjoyable as 
possible.   

Finally, I would like to thank Nigel Poff outgoing 
President, Ronan Bools, Senior Deputy 
President, the Executive Committee and office 
staff for their hard work over the last few 
difficult years.   

Robert Love
President 2022 – 2023
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

Robbie LoveMessage from:Message from:Message from:
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CAPTAIN OLD WESLEY RFC

It’s with great pride that I accept the privilege of 
being named Old Wesley Club Captain for the 
2022/23 season. It’s my fourth year in the role, 
and one which I consider myself very fortunate 
to be awarded. Having joined the club back 
at mini rugby level, it’s an honour to again be 
appointed Club Captain.

I’d like to begin by welcoming all coaches, 
players, supporters and visiting teams to 
Donnybrook. From a senior squad perspective, 
last season was one of the most enjoyable 
we’ve had in recent years, albeit one that 
ultimately left us with a feeling of unfinished 
business. Following a full pre-season, the 
1st XV started the season well, winning our first 
five games, before suffering defeat away to 
Highfield in November. In total, we went on to 
win 16 of our 18 AIL games, finishing top of the 
pile and in good stead heading into the playoffs. 

Unfortunately, we came out on the wrong 
side of a one-point game against Naas in 
the playoff semi-final, losing 37-36. Having 
been so consistent throughout the season, it 
was incredibly frustrating to come up short 
and miss out on our ultimate aim of gaining 
promotion to Division 1A. 

The 2nd XV missed out on a league final spot 
following a solid campaign and lost out to 
eventual winners Terenure College in the Metro 
Cup. On a more positive note, it was fantastic to 
have supporters back in the stand, up and down 
the sideline, and on the balcony again. 

It was brilliant to be able to reconnect with our 
members over a pint in the clubhouse, and we 
look forward to doing so again throughout the 
course of the upcoming season.

To all our club sponsors, in particular Savills, 
I would like to extend a massive thank you for 
your continued support. Sponsorship in the 
current climate is far from a given – we truly 
do appreciate the support we receive from all 
our sponsors which enables the club to run 
smoothly.

I’d like to wish all players, coaches, managers 
and volunteers – from minis right up to senior 
level – all the best for the upcoming season. 
I’m hopeful that we’ll have plenty of success to 
celebrate both on and off the field throughout 
the club.

Finally, I’d like to extend a big thank you to 
last year’s Club President, Nigel Poff, for 
the dedication and commitment he showed 
throughout the season – it was a pleasure to be 
Club Captain alongside Nigel and I look forward 
to catching up with him in the clubhouse over 
the course of the season. I’d also like to extend 
a warm welcome to this year’s incoming Club 
President, Robbie Love. Both myself and Robbie 
are extremely excited at what the upcoming 
season holds, and I’d like to congratulate him 
on his appointment, and wish him the very best 
for the year ahead.
 
Iain McGann 
Captain 2022 – 2023
Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

Iain McGannMessage from:Message from:Message from:
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MAIN SPONSOR SAVILLS

I am delighted to confirm Savills sponsorship of 
Old Wesley RFC for yet another season.

Our continued support of this great club 
is testament to the fantastic community 
spirit behind Old Wesley RFC and the talent, 
perseverance, and dedication of the players - 
from the firsts to the fifths. It is our pleasure 
to watch the club and its members continue to 
flourish year on year.

After a challenging few years, seeing fans return 
to Old Wesley games last season with such 
enthusiasm reminded us all of the importance 
of great people and great support, which has 

long been our common ground with this club; 
exceptional individuals at both of our cores.

As such, along with all at Savills, I am proud to 
see the club represent the Savills logo for what I 
am sure will be another fruitful campaign as we 
look ahead to the 22/23 season.

I wish all the teams the very best of luck this 
season, and Savills is with you all the way. 
 
Mark Reynolds
Managing Director
Savills Ireland

Mark ReynoldsMessage from:Message from:Message from:
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CHAIRMAN OLD WESLEY RFC

Members, visitors and friends welcome to 
Old Wesley as we look forward with great 
anticipation to the season ahead. 

We have all become well accustomed to the 
pandemic and its influence on everyday life 
these past few seasons. As a club, everything 
we have done over the past 24 months has had 
to take its impact into account. 

We have however managed extremely well 
as a club during these difficult times and I 
would like to thank all members, volunteers, 
sponsors and our fabulous staff at the club 
for their continued support, perseverance and 
effort (at times heroic!) to ensure our club’s 
continued success, both on and off the field this 
past season. I also would like to acknowledge 
the huge effort from our outgoing President, 
Nigel Poff, who selflessly committed himself to 
a 2 year tenure and was an outstanding Club 
President.  

Rugby
On the rugby front we had a very successful 
season by any standards. Our 1st XV 
frustratingly lost out on AIL Division 1A 
promotion despite effectively running away 
with the Div 1B league by a margin of 12 points. 

This was a difficult outcome to swallow but as 
we look forward to the season ahead, the 
team, management and coaches are already 
focused on making that next step to AIL Div 1A
promotion. Our other senior teams all 
performed admirably throughout the season 
with all teams finishing 4th or better in their 
respective Metro leagues. 

The stand-out achievements were our 5th team 
playing Metro 6, who won their league and were 
double champions having also won the Winters 
Cup. Our 3rds also picked up the O’Connell 
cup with our 4ths, early in the season, winning 
the deferred Moran J3 cup after the previous 
season’s postponement. In an incredibly 
competitive JP Fanagan Premier 1, our U20 
team, whilst coming 7th in the league, can be 
proud of this achievement and will no doubt 
improve in the season ahead under a very 
capable management and coaching ticket.  

Team  Division Placing
1st XV AIL Division 1B 1st – lost play off
2nd XV Metro 1  4th 
3rd XV Metro 2 3rd & Winners, O’Connell Cup
4th XV Metro 4  2nd & Winners, Moran J3 Cup
5th XV Metro 6 1st & Winners, Winters Cup
U20’s Prem 1 7th 

Peter SquiresMessage from:Message from:Message from:
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Our Touch rugby group, which now have over 
70 playing members, goes from strength to 
strength. This cohort of players playing mens 
and ladies are a most valuable section of our 
club both on and off the field. They have been 
enormously successful representing Old Wesley 
on both the domestic and international stage; 
and one of their most notable achievements 
this year was taking part in the English “Elite 
National Touch Series”. This is an invitational 
competition where the top English teams 
compete in Men’s and Women’s divisions. Old 
Wesley are the first non-UK team invited to 
this competition and we wish them continued 
success in the season ahead.

Underage and Youth rugby for both boys 
and girls continues to be a challenge in 
terms of increasing numbers, which was 
disproportionately hindered by COVID-19. 
Notwithstanding the challenges, we managed 
to maintain player numbers through the efforts 
of all volunteers and our club and community 
club officer. It has been particularly pleasing to 
see that our ‘Give it a Try’ programme for girls 
rugby had over 30 signed up to play in Wesley 
College over the summer.  

We will continue to explore opportunities to 
further grow our underage player base and 
are looking at opportunities to use Wesley 
College on a more regular basis. Our continued 
focus on grass roots rugby is critical to the 
club’s future.  Our underage rugby strategic 
plan focusses on the development of a rugby 
pathway, growing the membership and 
developing and sustaining internal coaching 
and management structures. We shall continue 
to monitor and measure our progress against 
our strategic objectives, which will undoubtedly 
lay a stronger foundation to developing this key 
section of our rugby playing community. 

Facilities
Fielding 6 adult teams, Minis and Youths 
and our Touch Rugby teams and to meet our 
aspirations to continually grow our membership 
base requires the necessary facilities to 
support such ambitions. We now have the 
use of 3 separate facilities – Donnybrook, 
Ballycorus and Wesley College. With so much 
uncertainty at the beginning of last season we 
had to be cautious from a financial standpoint, 
thereby limiting our repairs and maintenance 
programme on our facilities. 

Having weathered the storm and on the back
of a better than expected financial outcome, we 
shall now be exploring opportunities to further 
enhance our facilities over the coming seasons. 
In Donnybrook, we shall look to enhance the 
downstairs hall area to make it fit and proper 
for hosting larger club events and also serve as 
an area for daytime leisure pursuits. 

We shall also establish a steering committee 
to look at the possibilities of extending our 
clubhouse further with the addition of a 2nd 
floor above the existing hall area. Over the 
summer we have made some much needed 
changes to our upstairs washroom facilities 
and in the season ahead we will continue to 
ensure that our clubhouse is in great order and 
somewhere we continue to be proud of to host 
members, friends and visitors alike.   

In Ballycorus, as you are aware we share our 
ground with Lansdowne FC, we continue to 
keep abreast of all requirements, but thankfully 
the ground and buildings are in reasonable 
repair and so no significant expenditure is 
envisaged for the season ahead. 

We have carried out some essential ground 
maintenance over the summer in readiness 
for the season ahead and given the increased 
usage of our grounds by other clubs, we would 
hope that the additional income from the use of 
our shared facilities will ensure the facilities in 
Ballycorus are kept in good order.

Lastly, the long-awaited Dodder Greenway 
project is due to get underway and we expect 
this to be completed later this year/ early 2023.

Looking ahead
Looking ahead, there are a number of key areas 
where our Executive Committee will continue to 
focus on.

1. Excellence in Rugby
 •  Achieving Division 1A club status 
 •  Staying in and increasing our  
     competitiveness at Prem 1 U20 level
 •  Targetting a top 3 position in Metro 1
 •  Continued success for our 3rd, 4th 
     and 5th teams.
 •  Increasing underage playing numbers  
     for both boys and girls 
 •  Continuing to explore opportunities to 
     field a ladies rugby team; and 19
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 •  To explore opportunities to support the 
     development of inclusive rugby and 
     to promote opportunities for people 
     with a disability to access the game of 
     rugby.

2. Social

 •  To broaden the appeal of our club 
     beyond rugby, incorporating more 
     social activities in our club and to 
     attract a broader and more diverse 
     community to our club.

3. Facilities

 •  Maximise use of our facilities. Our 
     clubhouse remains largely vacant 
     throughout the day. We will continue to 
     explore opportunities to increase the 
     usage of our facilities, thereby 
     generating more income for our club 
     which can then flow to supporting all 
     rugby initiatives.

Achieving our goals will inevitably require 
significant input from our members to realise 
our aspirations. Again, we would like to appeal 
to our members to offer their assistance and to 
volunteer wherever possible. 

I look forward to working with any of you who 
wish to get more involved in the club and who 
feel that they have expertise that would be 
useful to us moving forward.

I often hear that Old Wesley are the envy of all 
other clubs in the country. I firmly believe that 
the part played by our Executive, our Staff and 
volunteers is the only reason behind this and 
long may it continue!

Lastly, the Club’s Executive Team never fail to 
amaze me with their passion, positivity and the 
sheer hard work that they put in, all of which 
is done to ensure that all our members get the 
best experience. Their foresight and planning 
throughout the pandemic has put the club in 
a strong position as we approach the 2022-23 
season. 

Thanks once again for your support and 
goodwill and I wish our new President, Robbie 
Love, all the very best for the season ahead.

Keep safe and let’s look forward to an enjoyable 
season ahead.

Peter Squires
Club Chairperson

Harry Noonan takes the ball into contact 
against Naas in Donnybrook 21
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For up-to-date details of all fixtures, results 
and events visit www.oldwesley.ie

Twitter feed: @OldWesleyRFC 
www.facebook.com/oldwesley
www.instagram.com/oldwesleyrfc/ 
www.linkedin.com/company/old-wesley-rfc/
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The team at Finnegan Menton combine 
traditional values, cutting edge knowledge and 

future focus to help our clients be winners.

WWW.FINNEGANMENTON.IE
17 Merrion Row, Dublin 2, Ireland    Tel: + 353 (0) 1 614 7900

Contact IAIN FINNEGAN FSCSI FRICS SIOR
on 01 614 7900 or info@fi nneganmenton.ie

Wishing all OWRFC teams every success
for the 2022/2023 Season.

IAIN FINNEGAN
Vice President

OWRFC

S I O R
GLOBAL

Celebrating 75 Years
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THE WESLEY CONNECTION
Check your match programme the next time 
you attend a Test match at the Aviva Stadium 
and you’ll notice a tradition that the IRFU has 
kept in place. For every Ireland player, two clubs 
are mentioned: his professional team and the 
amateur club with which he is associated.

This practice can make for some lengthy 
press releases, especially when the Ireland 
squad extends to 40 players, as it did for last 
summer’s tour to New Zealand – and that was 
before replacements were flown out. It’s also 
a practice that can seem anachronistic, given 
that some of the players in question have never 
even worn the jersey of the club to whom they 
have been attached, sometimes as a box-ticking 
exercise.

You can be sure that the clubs like the idea, 
though. At a time when they struggle for 
recognition and exposure, here, at least, is 
recognition of the hugely important role they 
play in producing and developing rugby players.
To put it into some sort of context, I find it hard 
to remember a newspaper interview that I have 
conducted with a player when said player hasn’t 
mentioned his first involvement at club minis 
level and how the minis sparked his love for the 
sport.

It may have been 
disappointing for 
Old Wesley members not to see the club’s 
name mentioned in Andy Farrell’s recent team 
announcements. At the same time, anyone 
with a reasonable knowledge of Irish rugby will 
have spotted three quintessentially Wesleyan 
surnames in the thick of the action and at the 
heart of the extraordinary performances that 
have – at the time of writing, about a month 
after the New Zealand tour – put Ireland at the 
top of the World Rugby rankings: Porter, Van 
der Flier and Baird.

Andrew Porter started playing rugby with the 
Old Wesley minis but for rugby folk of a certain 
vintage, he is not so much a world-class prop 
cruelly denied by injury of a tour with the 
British and Irish Lions so much as the son of 
Ernie, a barrelling, unstoppable centre for the 
club’s first XV during the 1980s and 90s.

Ryan Baird is another former OW mini but 
also the son of Andrew, a well-known referee 
attached to the club, still involved in the game 
as a match official. Andrew was also captain of 
the Trinity 3rd B XV that won the Winters Cup in 
1980 but maybe that’s a story for another day.

Peter O’Reilly 

“... anyone with a reasonable knowledge of Irish 

rugby will have spotted three quintessentially 

Wesleyan surnames in the thick of the action and 

at the heart of the extraordinary performances...”
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Strong
Garden
Design

Ltd

www.strong.ie

Proudly supporting Old Wesley RFC 

Contact Dermot Strong 
on 086 855 0508
9 Woodlawn Crescent , 
Churchtown , Dublin 14.
T: 086 855 0508
E: dermotstrong@eircom.net

Wishing Old Wesley all the best for the coming season. 

www.dublingrass.ie 01-8386867 
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Just as Ryan Baird is invariably listed as a Trinity 
product, Andrew Porter and Josh van der Flier 
are down as UCD graduates. But Josh’s Wesley 
links are strong. He attended Wesley College 
and his father Dirk played for the club – as did 
Josh’s uncle, Dermot Strong, who is a former 
captain of Old Wesley.

The series win over the All Blacks capped an 
outstanding season for Josh, during which he 
was named as EPCR’s European Player of the 
Season. His stock only rose in New Zealand, 
where number sevens are subjected to the 
closest scrutiny – something to do with the 
legacy of players and leaders like Graham 
Mourie, Michael Jones and Richie McCaw. As 
if it wasn’t devastating enough for Sam Cane 
to become the first All Blacks captain to lose 
to Ireland on New Zealand soil, the Waikato 
man also had to endure the crushing fact of 
repeatedly being outplayed by his opposite 
number.

In fairness to the Kiwis we spoke to, they were 
as quick to compliment Van der Flier as they 
were to criticise Cane. But the evidence was 
unmissable. You could but marvel at Van der 
Flier’s relentless work-rate over the course of 
the three Saturdays – when he was on the pitch 
for all but 16 minutes - but also his ability to 
deliver big, match-turning moments, in both 
defence and attack. His performances were 
a credit to his professionalism, his ability to 
develop his technical game relatively deep into 
his career, and also to the coaches who have 
guided that development. For all that, if I was 
forced to pick a player of the tour, I might just 
go for Porter. In a sense, his graph perfectly 
mirrored Ireland’s over those three Saturdays. 
His resilience was the series in miniature.

It’s easy to forget the pressure that Porter was 
under during the first Test in Auckland. At the 
first break in play, you could hear the match 
officials agreeing on one thing over the ref-
link: ‘green number one’ had been in trouble 
at the first scrum. And the root of Ireland’s 
travails that night could be traced back to their 
problems at the set piece.

For all that, Porter was still on the pitch at 
the final whistle, partly because Farrell was 
reluctant to expose Cian Healy, who was 
patently unfit, partly because he could rely 
on Porter to hang in there at loose-head – a 
position to which he was still re-adjusting, after 
seasons spent on the other side of the scrum.

If the first Test was all about dogged resistance 
for Porter, Dunedin was his supreme triumph. 
The recovery of Ireland’s scrum was one thing. 
Their loose-head scoring both of the team’s 
tries was another altogether. These were no 
bog-standard touchdowns either. They were 
from short range, yes, but both required that 
combination of raw power and ball-playing 
ability. 

In time, Dunedin may well be remembered as 
‘Porter’s match’. Naturally, he put in a monster 
shift in Wellington the following week and 
naturally, it was full of incident. 

The Kiwis reckoned that his yellow card for a 
high hit on Brodie Retallick should have been 
red but the match officials’ rationale was fair 
– this was an ‘absorbing’ act of defence rather 
than an offensive one. 

An apparently minor differentiation made a 
major difference. For Porter made it back onto 
the field to play his part in rebuffing the All 
Blacks’ fight-back, and then closing out the 
game, and the series.

The tour may not have met with Baird’s hopes 
or expectations yet this was partly down to 
circumstances beyond his control. Only in the 
final week was he fit to play a part in the second 
mid-week game against the New Zealand 
Maori in Wellington, where he contributed to a 
handsome victory. Given his prodigious talent, 
it is easy to forget that he is still only 22 at 
the time of writing, still capable of a glittering 
career and clearly hungry for one.

These are exciting times at the high business 
end of Irish rugby. From my experience, that 
excitement has filtered down to the grass 
roots, the clubs and schools. My experience 
of watching All Ireland League rugby last year 
suggested a renaissance of sorts – bigger 
crowds watching an excellent product.

Accordingly, I would like to wish club president, 
Robbie Love and everyone at Old Wesley 
an enjoyable 2022/23 season. May the club 
continue to prosper – and to play its significant 
part in the continuing success story of Irish 
rugby.

Peter O’Reilly
Rugby Correspondant, 
Sunday Times, Irish Edition
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Dublin Cork London New York Palo Alto San Francisco Matheson LLP

Like Old Wesley, we know what it takes to be at the top of our game.

For further information, please contact Michael Hastings at  
michael.hastings@matheson.com, any of your usual Matheson 

contacts or visit www.matheson.com.

Matheson is proud to support  
Old Wesley RFC

Our clients include the majority of the Fortune 100 companies,  
7 of the top 10 global technology brands and more than half of 
the world’s 50 largest banks. We are the law firm of choice for 

internationally focused companies and financial institutions doing 
business in and from Ireland.
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Old Wesley SNAPSHOT

115,147 +25%

29,007

YouTube & Facebook Live Streams:
35,000 live steam views for the season
115,147 highlights video views across all
platforms.

Tweet impressions 
(21/22 season)

Website visits, new users on 
the website - and 114,309 
page views. 

International
Lunches

€28,440 in
prizes won!

New & RenewedCorporate
Golf Day

Programme income grew by 
25% over the previous year. 

Each month the Club
Draw shares over 
€2,370 per month in
winnings.

Sold out - each lunch for
autumn and Six Nations

Massive success of 
Corporate golf day
Fully booked and
enjoyed by all.

Thank you!

48 Prizes 2 Bars Hole in 1 Sponsors

2,027,900

30+ Teams

337 matches452 training sessions
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This is Old Wesley’s eighth season in Division 1B 
and in all but one season, we have finished in the 
top half of the league.  On two occasions we have 
made the promotion play-offs and last season we 
would have been automatically promoted under 
the original non COVID-19 impacted competition 
rules. One season was abandoned with four games 
remaining and one season was cancelled, both due 
to COVID-19 restrictions.

1st October - Naas home, 
15th April - Naas away.
The seniors kick-off the AIL season with a home 
fixture against Naas. Last season we won both 
league fixtures, scoring bonus points in each, but 
memories will live long of the Promotion Semi-
Final defeat.  Wesley will be anxious to get their AIL 
League campaign off to a winning start.

8th October – Buccaneers away, 
1st April - Buccaneers home.
After a spell in the lower divisions Buccaneers are 
back in 1B.  As one of the top Connacht sides and 
never short on physicality, the Athlone outfit are 
sure to be brimming with enthusiasm.  

15th October – City of Armagh away, 
25th March – City of Armagh home.
While Old Wesley has never lost to Armagh in the 
AIL, it has always been a close affair with 3 of the 
last 6 meetings being decided by 3 points or less.

29th October - Highfield home, 
4th March – Highfield away.
The Cork side has caused problems for Old Wesley 
in the past.  Bizarre results last season with 
Highfield winning the away encounter with ease 
and then Old Wesley winning the return fixture 
with similar ease and earning a bonus point in 
doing so. 

5th November – Old Belvedere away, 
25th February – Old Belvedere home.
Our first Dublin Derby match. Old Belvedere 
struggled last season losing 12 of their 18 
matches, including both against Old Wesley, 

although they won in the early season encounter 
in the Leinster Senior League match. Expect close 
encounters between these close neighbours.

12th November - Malone home, 
18th February – Malone away.
Belfast’s top AIL side, Malone finished last season 
in the lower half of the league, which is hard 
to fathom.  Old Wesley won both matches, but 
only by 5 points and, in the away fixture, Malone 
led 18-3 after 25 minutes. So, no push over is 
guaranteed here.

26th November – UCC away, 
28th January – UCC home.
Relegated after a number of seasons in Division    1A, 
UCC are likely to be looking to bounce straight 
back. Both sides met in the Promotion Play-off in 
2019, which the Cork students ran out comfortable 
winners in the end.  Wesley will need to be on 
top of their game on both occasions, if they are 
to get a result. This is UCC’s 150th anniversary 
season and they are playing our away fixture as a 
“Colours” match.

3rd December – St. Mary’s College home, 
21st January – St. Mary’s College away.
There may be great friendship between both clubs 
off the pitch but on the pitch there will be no 
shortage of competition. Wesley have come away 
with the results in recent years, but the previous 
Division 1A champions are unlikely to give up 
without a fight.  Furthermore, St. Mary’s College 
finished just outside the Promotion play-offs last 
season.

10th December – Banbridge away, 
14th January – Banbridge home.
Our back-to-back fixtures this season either 
side of Christmas.  Banbridge struggled to avoid 
relegation last year, but prior to that, consistently 
finished in the top half of the table since their 
elevation to 1B in 2017. No doubt they will be 
looking to revert to their previous form in the 
Division. 

ENERGIA ALL IRELAND LEAGUE 
PREVIEW 2022-2023 SEASON
KEN RICHARDSON
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Division 1B Fixtures 2022-2023 Season 
1st Oct H  Naas

8th Oct A  Buccaneers

15th Oct A  City of Armagh

29th Oct  H  Highfield

5th Nov A Old Belvedere

12th Nov H Malone

26th Nov A UCC

3rd Dec H St. Mary’s College

10th Dec A Banbridge

14th Jan  H Banbridge

21st Jan A St. Mary’s College

28th Jan  H UCC

18th Feb A Malone

25th Feb H Old Belvedere

4th Mar A Highfield

25th Mar H City of Armagh

1st April H Buccaneers

15th April A Naas

Always check the Old Wesley website for confirmation of match dates and times.
Fixtures are correct at time of going to print but may be changed by the competition organisers.

Tommy O’Callaghan on his way to scoring a spectacular try 
against St.Mary’s in Donnybrook last season.

Charlie O’Regan finishes off the wonderful team try in the 
dramatic closing stages of the AIL Semi-final against Naas.
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Action from AIL 
Division 1B last season
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SENIOR RUGBY COACHES REPORT

By the Summer of 2021, it had become 
increasingly hopeful that we would have a 
‘normal’ season for 2021/2022. The AIL fixtures 
released and the decision to change, the 
format was accepted by all senior clubs. The 
excitement of a full rugby season was palpable 
and there was clear enthusiasm to get back 
playing rugby. This was reflected in a tough pre-
season, where we regularly had 40 plus players 
attending training.

We started the season, as always, with the 
Leinster League. We lost narrowly to Clontarf in 
our first game 19-18, but followed this up with 
a win over UCD. We then lost to Old Belvedere 
in our final game which stopped any chance we 
had of qualifying for the final. This was excellent 
preparation for the AIL, which was scheduled to 
start on the last weekend of September. 

The Metro League Team began their campaign 
around the same time and had two excellent 
wins, away to Lansdowne and then at home to 
Clontarf - getting them off to a great start in the 
competition.

The AIL campaign began with a very tough 
fixture at home to Shannon, which are 
historically tight games.  An incredible finish 
gave us a 23-22 win with a try in the very last 
play of the game. This set the tone for the group 
throughout the season; with our team having 
belief, confidence and no shortage of ability. We 
followed up this win with another narrow win 
away to St. Mary’s.  This was part of a double 
header, when the Metro League Team played 
after the AIL game, winning their third game in 
a row.

Navan came to Donnybrook on 16th October 
and our first bonus point win of the season 
came with their visit. After a short break for the 
November internationals, we faced into a very 
tough block of games which started with our 
old foes Naas.  

Having been down by 18 points at half-time, 
this team showed their resolve once again, 
scoring 30 unanswered points in the second 
half to win with a bonus point in Forenaughts. 
Malone, who were excellent throughout, 
were up next at home and we won in a tight 
encounter. 

Morgan Lennon
Harry Noonan, drives forward closely supported by Cronan 
Gleeson in the home fixture against St. Mary’s College
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In a game which we should have lost, their 
failure to capitalise on their momentum and 
convert a late try scoring opportunity with the 
last play of the game, allowed us to hold on 
to a very narrow victory. This block of fixtures 
finished with a trip to Highfield. Highfield had 
been excellent in the early part of the season 
and both teams were closely matched. They 
performed better on the day, taking their 
chances and running out 20-7 winners to take 
control of the division in the first half of the 
season.

Another local derby brought about our best 
performance in the early part of the season, 
running out bonus point winners against Old 
Belvedere. This was followed up by a hard-
fought win against Banbridge. The first of the 
back-to-back games had us travelling to The 
Palace Grounds to take on City of Armagh, 
one of the most difficult places to go in the 
league. In a very tight match, we were lucky to 
come out on the right side of a 19–16 scoreline.  
The hospitality afterwards was first class as it 
always is. Shannon’s victory against Highfield 
that day allowed us to go into Christmas on top 
of the league.

The Metro League Team followed up their 
good start to the league with a narrow 7-6 loss 
to Terenure, but then had two excellent wins 
against Trinity and UCD. A loss to Old Belvedere 
was followed by a win at home to Lansdowne 
and we finished the pre-Christmas fixtures with 
a loss to Clontarf. As injuries and the return of 
travel began to become a factor, this team lost 
a few key members. 

First up after Christmas this team was well 
beaten by an ever-improving Terenure side. A 
number of narrow losses coming towards the 
end of the league campaign that unfortunately 
did not match their early league form and they 
narrowly lost out on a place in the League Final. 
This group continued to train and work with the 
whole squad to try and get their peers to be in 
the best place they could be as the AIL run-in 
began.

Three wins from three in the first block after 
Christmas kept us top of the division in 1B, 
against Armagh, Banbridge and Old Belvedere. 
This was to be followed by what we considered 
to be the toughest AIL block that we had ever 
faced – Highfield at home, Malone away and 
Naas at home. Our best performance came 
against Highfield when we ran out 30-3 bonus 
point winners, a statement performance by the 
players. This was followed up by what can only 
be considered a crazy game away in Malone, 
who raced out to a 20 point lead after 20 
minutes. Slowly, we began to reel them back in, 
finally scoring to take the lead before allowing 
them to get back within a score with minutes to 
go! 

Despite the nervous finish, we eventually 
squeaked through 34-29. Naas then came to 
Donnybrook having been on an excellent run 
of form and we managed to get through that 
game with a 29-19 victory. We now had a bit of 
a lead at the top of the division and had almost 
secured our play-off spot. When we travelled 
to Navan on the 26th March, we had the 
opportunity to ‘win’ the division and guarantee 
top spot and a home semi-final. 

Tommy O’Callaghan goes over for another 
fine try against City of Armagh in Donnybrook
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A comprehensive win allowed us to do 
this, which was an incredible achievement 
considering the standard and competitive 
nature of AIL Division 1B.

The final games of the division came against 
St. Mary’s at home and then Shannon 
away. A win against St. Mary’s, and then a 
comprehensive defeat away to Shannon in the 
last regular game of the season finished our 
league campaign. Winning 16 games out of 18, 
having 9 try scoring bonus points and being 
12 points clear at the top of the league was an 
achievement that the whole playing squad and 
management team should be proud of.

Our semi-final play-off game was one of the 
most disappointing and heart-breaking days 
that I have ever experienced as a coach. An 
incredible game with incidents throughout, 
yellow cards, a red card, a big lead for Naas and 
an amazing comeback. 

The players showed incredible character and 
spirit when being down by 20 points with 
72 minutes on the clock, they unleashed an 
incredible assault with 14 men to try and win 
the game. Three tries in those minutes led to a 
very difficult touchline conversion which would 
have put us through to the final. Unfortunately, 
it wasn’t to be and Naas progressed.

The players, coaching, management and 
medical staff all deserve great credit for the 
amount of work and effort that went into last 
season. Their work rate and commitment was 
incredible and no doubt it will continue to grow 
in what will hopefully be another successful 
season. 

We would like to thank Graeme McCoy for all 
his help with the management of the team over 
the last number of years. His good nature and 
positive attitude cannot be underestimated! 
I would like to congratulate JJ O’Dea on 
being nominated as Division 1B ‘Player of 
the Year’; a fantastic individual achievement. 
Congratulations also to Harry Noonan, Alex 
Molloy, Josh Pim and JJ O’Dea who were 
selected to play for Leinster Clubs against 
Leinster ‘A’ at the end of the season.

We, as a group, would like to thank the Club for 
their support throughout the season. We would 
like to make our appreciation felt to all those 
who travel up and down the country to cheer 
on the team – it is greatly appreciated! I would 
like to thank two of our coaching staff, David 
Rowley and Darren Horan, who are moving on 
due to family commitments. Their commitment 
and dedication to the club has been unwavering 
since joining as players in 2014 and it has been 
equaled as coaches.  

Onwards and upwards.

Alex Molloy puts the ball down under the posts following 
a great jinking run against Armagh

Captain Iain McGann 
on the burst.
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For free appraisal of your home, 
contact David Swaine 

on 01-2988508

O’BRIEN SWAINE

Offices at Dundrum, 
Clondalkin, Cabra and Gorey

3A Mahers Terrace, 
Main Street, Dundrum, 

Dublin 14www.propertypartners.ie      T: 01-298 8508

36



Awards Presentations
Stephen Mooney 

Memorial Trophy - 
“Senior Player 

of the Year”

Derek McCullagh 
Memorial Trophy - 
“Under 20 Player 

of the Year”

The Stephen 
Mooney Memorial 
Trophy - “Senior 

Player of the Year”

Under 20 “Player of the Year” 
Jake Caldbeck is presented with 
his trophy by President Nigel Poff.

Josh Pim, “Senior Player of 
the Year” with the Stephen 
Mooney Memorial Trophy. 
The late Stephen Mooney is 
an uncle of Josh.
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Awards Presentations

Billy Browne 
Trophy - 

“Junior Player 
of the Year”

The Doug McCoy 
Memorial Trophy - 

2nd’s “Player 
of the Year”

Cal Lynn, “Junior Player of the Year” 
and winner of the Billy Browne 
Memorial Trophy, photographed 
with President Nigel Poff.

Brian Short, 2nd’s Team “Player of the Year” 
with the Doug McCoy Memorial Trophy.
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Award Presentations

Club - 
“Person of 

the Year Award” ““

Inaugural 
“Piers White 

Memorial Trophy”
for Junior Rugby Volunteer 

of the Year

A new award, the “Piers White Memorial 
Trophy” for the Junior Rugby Volunteer 
of the Year awarded to Brian Hastings.

The new award is in honour of former junior player, 
Piers White, who tragically passed away in 2021.

Club “Person of the Year” Patricia Parfrey being 
presented with the “Danny O’Grady Trophy.”
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5-STAR INTERCONTINENTAL
DUBLIN

No. 1 FOR PRE AND POST MATCH ENTERTAINMENT
THIS RUGBY SEASON 2022/2023

ICE BAR NOW AVAILABLE FOR EXCLUSIVE HIRE
S U B J E C T  TO  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

INTERCONTINENTAL DUBLIN LOCATED IN BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4

For enquiries, please call our events team on 01 6654000 or 

email cateringandconferences@icdublin.com for more details on lunch and dinner menus

www.intercontinentaldublin.ie
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Special Club Award

Club - 
“Special 

Appreciation 
Trophy”

Nigel Correl who retired from active 
referring in 2022, was presented with a 
Special Appreciation Trophy by the Club.

       ...have you ordered yours?

Relive those past memories with your own copy of...

Old Wesley and the All Ireland League

A Pictorial History 1990-2020
By Ken Richardson

A Club for Life

OLD WESLEY

A pictorial history of Old Wesley’s record on the pitch over the life of the AIL, filled with 
great memories for playing and non playing fans of Old Wesley alike. 

Available from the Club shop or behind the bar. 41



Two great Old Wesley Stalwarts, both past presidents, 
Mel Smyth and Bobby Barden before the league semi-
final against Naas in Donnybrook.

The “Wesley Travelling Faithful” look on during the 
Banbridge match last season.

Suzanne Miller (Mother of Josh and Craig) 
and Louise Pim (Mother of Reuben and Sam) 
displaying their Old Wesley programme and 
team sheet, as they give their support at the 
home fixture against Navan.

Our hard working Director of Junior Rugby, 
Stuart Kinlan, took time out this summer 
to visit California, where he met up with  
Old Wesley legend Michael Jackman who 
emigrated to Santa Barbara in the early 80’s.

President Nigel Poff directing 
operations from the balcony.
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Last season saw four of the 3rd generation of 
Pim’s playing for Old Wesley. 
Their grandfather David played for Old Wesley 
in the 1960s, and Chris and Alastair will be well 
remembered for playing in the 80’s and 90’s. 

The photo above shows Josh, son of Alastair; 
Reuben and Sam, sons of Chris; and brother-in-
law Alastair Hoban, with baby Alfie. Maybe in 
about 20 years we will see Alfie togging out for 
Old Wesley leading generation 4 of the family.

An Old Wesley AIL first! 
David Poff became the first Old Wesley player 
to play AIL rugby in the year that his father was 
Club President. David lined out in the centre 

while dad Nigel proudly watched from the 
sidelines. Previous players have played senior 
rugby while their father was president but this 
is the first time at AIL level.

OLD WESLEY RFC LEGACIES
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A Club for Life

Support our sponsors
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Iain McGANN 
Captain 2022-2023

Senior Squad 2022- 2023

Age:  31
Second Row
Height:  6ft 5ins   
Weight: 108kgs
Commercial Property Manager

Educated at Wesley College, this is Iain’s fourth 
year as Senior Captain. Iain joined Old Wesley as 
a six year old and progressed through the Mini and 
Youth sections, before making his AIL debut in 2009. 
Iain has been a Senior team stalwart, entering his 
thirteenth season with the Senior Squad. A member 
of the U21 Pennant winning team in 2010 and 
represented Leinster at U19s level.

Luke
BRADLEY
Age: 22
Scrum-Half
Height: 5ft 8ins
Weight: 80kgs
Student

Zac
BURSEY
Age: 22
Second Row
Height:  6ft 5ins
Weight: 90kgs
Student

Alec
BYRNE
Age: 24
Second Row / 
Backrow
Height: 6ft 2ins
Weight: 95kgs
Software Consultant

Ian
CASSIDY
Age: 31
Scrum Half
Height:  6ft 1in
Weight: 86kgs
Digital Marketing 
Executive

Educated at Kilkenny College. 
Luke is also a qualified CrossFit 
Coach. First season with 
the Club.

Educated at The Kings Hospital, 
Zac follows a proud family 
tradition of playing for the senior 
squad. He started his rugby career 
with the Club Minis and progressed 
through youths to U20s. Second 
season with the senior squad.

Educated at CBC Monkstown 
and UCD. Alec previously 
played for UCD at both U20s 
and Senior level and was also 
a member of St Brigits and 
Seapoint.

Educated at Wesley College. Ian 
represented Leinster Schools 
and U19s. Won Div 2A 2014-15 
“Player of the Year” award. A 
former Club Captain in 2015/16. 
Ian’s third season back, since 
returning from San Diego.

Gary
BRADLEY
Age: 23
Scrum-Half
Height: 6ft
Weight: 86kgs
Marketing Brand 
Developer

Educated at University College 
Cork. Gary has played Munster 
Schools Senior Cup, Munster 
Junior League and Cup, 
Bateman Cup and AIL Division 
1A. He joins Old Wesley this 
season from Cork Constitution

Shane
BRENNAN
Age: 29
Wing/Centre
Height:6ft 2ins
Weight: 101kgs
Data Analytics 
Engineer

Shane was educated at St Kierans 
College, Kilkenny and Maynooth 
University. He has previously 
played for Barnhall and Blackrock. 
He has represented Leinster 
Section A schools. Fourth season 
with the Club.
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Eoin Deegan breaks through 
the Shannon defence

Will Fay surges with 
determination

Ben Burns goes over in the 
corner against Old Belvedere
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Shane 
CAWLEY 
Age: 20
Second Row
Height: 6ft 9ins
Weight: 119kgs
Student

Chris
DUNNE
Age: 26
Hooker/Prop
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 105kgs
Building Services 
Engineer

Bill
CORRIGAN
Age: 23
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 80 kgs
Student

Ty
CHAN
Age: 25
Hooker
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 85kgs
Account Executive

Tim
ELLIOT
Age: 20
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 87kgs
Student

Ben
DALY
Age: 22
Out-Half
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 78kgs

Stephen
CLEARY
Age: 21
Backrow
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 97kgs
Student

Will
FAY
Age: 24
Backrow
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 103kgs
Treasury Analyst

Eoin
DEEGAN
Age: 22
Centre
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 95kgs
Student

Shane played on the Old 
Wesley under 20’s last season 
when he joined from Waterpark 
RFC. First year in the senior 
squad.

Educated at Galway-Mayo 
Institute of Technology. 
Chris previously played for 
Galwegians and Burnaby Lake 
Rugby Club in Vancouver. This 
is his third season with Old 
Wesley

Educated at Wesley College and 
UCD, Bill was on the winning 
team of the Vinny Murray Schools 
Cup in 2015-2016. Played with 
Old Wesley U20s for two seasons 
and this season is his fifth season 
in the Old Wesley senior squad. 

Educated at the University of 
Limerick he won a Munster 
Junior Cup medal in 2015 and 
was a member of the Shannon 
team that won Division 1B in 
2018.He joins Old Wesley this 
season from Shannon RFC.

Tim was educated at Wesley 
College where he played for 
the SCT and had an U18 trial 
for Leinster. First season in the 
senior squad

Ben represented Ireland 
Clubs and 7’s, at U18 level 
and Munster at U19’s. He 
joins Old Wesley this season, 
having previously played for 
Waterpark, Shannon and most 
recently Navan.

Educated at Ard Scoil Ris, 
Limerick. Stephen was Captain of 
Ard Scoil Ris and played for Old 
Wesley under 20’s in 2019/20. 
Returns to the Club this season.

Educated at CBC Monkstown, 
Will has played with Leinster 
at U18-U20 levels and with 
Ireland 7’s at U18 level. 
Previously played with 
Lansdowne. Third season with 
the senior squad.

Educated at Cistercian College 
Roscrea, Eoin played for the 
Clubs U20s for two seasons 
and was awarded U20 ‘Player 
of the Year’ on both occasions. 
Third season in the senior 
squad.



A Club for Life!

Dr. Nathan 
Cardy

BSc PGC PGC PhD MISCP
Chartered Physiotherapist

+353 (0)87 363 4412

Proud to be partnering with 
Old Wesley RFC for 2022 / 2023 season

- Orthopaedic Rehabilitation
- Back and Neck Pain

- Sports Injury Management
- Knee Injury Specialist

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPY

www.donnybrooksportsmedicine.com
Discounted Physiotherapy for 

Old Wesley RFC Members

@ db_sportsmed
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Niall
FINN
Age: 23
Out-Half
Height: 6ft
Weight: 85kgs
Financial 
Consultant

Keith
KAVANAGH
Age: 25
Scrum-Half
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 86kgs
Contract 
cleaning 

Cronan 
GLEESON
Age: 28
Prop
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 118kgs
Co-owner of The 
Coffee Exchange

Luke
FITZPATRICK
Age: 21
Centre/Wing
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 90kgs
Part-Time 
Security

Callum
KAVANAGH
Age: 24
Loose Head Prop
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 118kgs
Student

Alastair
HOBAN
Age: 31
Backrow
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 95kgs
Operation Officer

Conor
GASTON
Age: 33
Full Back/Wing
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 93kgs
Tecnology 
Consultant

Stephen
KEANE
Age: 22
Backrow
Height: 6ft 1in
Weight: 96kgs
Student

Eddie 
HORAN
Age: 28
Backrow
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 85kgs
Mechanical 
Engineer

Educated at Wimbledon College, 
Niall joins Old Wesley this 
season from Cork Constitution 
FC where he played Munster 
Junior League and Munster 
Junior and Senior Cup. He has 
also played for the Irish Exiles.

Educated at Cistercian College 
Roscrea. Keith has played at 
Leinster Schools Senior Cup, AIL 
1B with Shannon and Leinster 
U18, U19 and Sub Academy  
level. Previously played with 
Portarlington, Shannon and Navan.

Educated at CBS Nenagh and played 
for Munster at U18, U19 and U20 levels. 
Represented Ireland at U19s. Played for 
Nenagh and represented the Connacht 
Eagles. Represented the Irish Club side 
in both the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 
seasons. Also played professional 
rugby for San Diego Legions.  

Luke was a member of the Wesley 
College Vinny Murray Cup winning 
Team in 2018. Represented 
Leinster U18’s against Canada 
and also represented Ireland 7’s 
in 2019. He joins Old Wesley this 
season from Lansdowne.

Educated at CBC Monkstown, 
Callum played on the CBC 
Monkstown team which won 
the Vinny Murray Cup. Joined 
Old Wesley from Seapoint RFC. 
Second season in the senior 
squad.

Educated at Clongowes Wood 
College, Alastair played at U19 
level for Leinster. An AIL winner 
in the 2012-2013 season he has 
previously played with Tralee 
RFC, Lansdowne FC and Battersea 
Ironsides Rugby Club in London.

Educated at Coleraine Inst. 
N.I., Conor played for Ulster at 
U19 and U20 level. Played for 
Ulster, Dungannon and Stade 
Aurillac in France. Second 
season in the Old Wesley 
senior squad.

Educated at St. Andrew’s College, 
Stephen has been a member of 
Old Wesley since he was 8 years 
old, playing for Mini and Youths 
and two seasons with the U20s. 
Played for Leinster U19s. Third 
season in the senior squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College 
and University of Limerick, 
Eddie has previously played 
with Gorey RFC and UL 
Bohemian. Third season with 
Old Wesley.
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Sam
KENNY
Age: 23
Prop
Height: 6ft 2ins
Weight: 112kgs
Student

Josh
MILLER
Age: 24
Outhalf
Height: 5ft 10ins 
Weight: 80kgs
Recruitment 
Specialist

Oisin
LINNANE
Age: 20
Prop
Height: 6ft 
Weight: 100kgs
Student

Alex
MOLLOY
Age: 24
Full Back
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 84kgs
Deal Advisory

Robert
LOFTUS
Age: 23
Prop
Height: 6ft 2ins
Weight: 97kgs
Consultant 
with PWC

David
MOTYER
Age: 24
Second Row
Height: 6ft 8ins
Weight: 120kgs
Business Intelligence 
Analyst

Sam was educated at Wesley 
College. He has played for Leinster 
U18s and played on the winning 
team of the Vinny Murray Cup in 
2015-2016. Played for Old Wesley 
U20s, this is his fifth season in 
Old Wesley’s senior squad. 

Educated at Kilkenny College, 
Josh represented Leinster 
at both U18s and U19s level. 
Played two years with Old 
Wesley U20s. Sixth season in 
the senior squad. 

Jack
MAYBURY
Age: 25
Outhalf / 
Utility Back
Height: 6ft   
Weight: 85kgs
Quantity Surveyor

Educated at Wesley College, Jack 
played Senior rugby for the school 
for two seasons. He played for the 
Old Wesley U20s that won the Purcell 
Cup in 2015. Jack joined the Old 
Wesley Mini Section at 5 years of age. 
Seventh season in the senior squad.

Educated at Newpark 
Comprehensive School and 
UCD. Oisin played for Newpark 
and last season played for 
Old Wesley U20s. First season 
in the senior squad.

Educated at De La Salle, 
Waterford, Alex played for 
Munster at U18, U19 and U20 
level. He also represented 
Ireland at U18 Sevens. 
He previous played with 
Waterpark, UCC and Dolphin.

Dominic
MACLEAN
Age: 25
Backrow
Height: 5ft 10ins
Weight: 101kgs
Teacher

Educated at St. Laurence 
College, South Brisbane and 
University of Queensland. 
Dominic played Queensland 
Premier Grade Rugby and 
played for Souths Rugby Union 
Club in Brisbane.

Educated at CBC Cork and 
UCC. Robert previously played 
for UCC and Sunday’s Well 
and represented Munster at 
underage level.

Educated at Wesley College 
and UCD, we welcome David 
back to Old Wesley this season 
having previously played at 
U20 level in the club.

Marcus
McMANEMY
Age: 24
Centre/Wing
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 81kgs
Investment 
Associate

Educated at the University 
of Limerick. Marcus joins 
Old Wesley this season from 
Shannon RFC.
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Harry
NOONAN
Age: 22
Prop
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 103kgs
Student

Liam
O’NEILL
Age: 18
Flanker
Height: 6ft 4ins
Weight: 102kgs
Student

James
O’DONOVAN
Age: 26
Centre
Height: 6ft 4ins   
Weight: 104kgs
Coach

Howard
NOONAN
Age: 19
Hooker
Height: 6ft
Weight: 99kgs
Student

Reuben
PIM
Age: 23
Backrow
Height: 6ft 3ins   
Weight: 103kgs
Finance & Investment 
Executive

Robert
O’DONOVAN
Age: 26
Tight Head Prop
Height: 6ft 1in 
Weight: 112kgs
Financial Services 
Consultant

Tom
O’CALLAGHAN
Age: 24
Wing
Height: 5ft 9ins   
Weight: 80kgs
Student

Sam
PIM
Age: 26
Backrow
Height: 6ft 4ins   
Weight: 101kgs
Execution Trader

Josh
O’HARE
Age: 18
Backrow
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 98kgs
Student

Educated at East Glendalough 
School, Harry has previously 
played for Wicklow RFC and 
Greystones RFC. Harry has been 
capped for Leinster and Ireland at 
both U19s and U20s levels. Fifth 
season with the senior squad.

Educated at Wesley College, 
and UCD. This is Liam’s first 
season with Old Wesley.

Educated at Wesley College 
and Trinity College, James won 
a Vinny Murray Cup Medal 
with Wesley College and has 
represented Ireland at 7’s. 
Sixth season with Old Wesley.

Educated at Temple Carrig 
School, Howard has represented 
Leinster and Ireland at U18s, 
U19s and U20s. Joined Old 
Wesley last season straight from 
school. Second season in the 
senior squad.

Educated at Kilkenny 
College and Trinity, Reuben 
represented Leinster at 
Schools, U19s and U20s. 
Won his colours in Trinity 
in 2019. Second season with 
Old Wesley.

Educated at CBC Cork, Robert 
played U20s for both Munster 
and Ireland. A member of the 
Munster academy, he played six 
times for Munster A and also 
played for UCC. Second season 
with the senior squad.

Educated at CBC Monsktown 
and UCD. Tom has represented 
Leinster at U18, U19 and U20 
levels. Played for Ireland U18s 
Sevens. Previously played with 
Lansdowne FC. Sixth season in 
the senior squad.

Educated at Kilkenny College, Sam 
has represented Leinster at U20s. 
While abroad he played for the 
University of Queensland in the 
Queensland Premiership and he also 
played in Hong Kong. Represented 
Irish Students and Dublin University. 
Third season with Old Wesley.

Educated at Dundalk Grammar 
School and Wesley College.
Josh played for Leinster at U18 
( 2 seasons) and U19 level. He 
also played for Ireland U19s. 
Previous Clubs Dundalk and 
Lansdowne.



Rob O’Donovan looks
to break a tackle

David Jermyn with a concerned look, while 
PRO Ken Browne looks on from the stand

The coaching team look on in 
deep concentration
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David
POFF
Age: 26
Centre
Height: 5ft 11ins
Weight: 90kgs
Personal Trainer

Leo
WYER
Age: 20
Wing
Height: 6ft
Weight: 79kgs
Student

Brian
SHORT
Age: 22
Backrow
Height: 6ft
Weight: 95kgs
Student

Nathan
RANDLES
Age: 25
Winger/Fullback
Height: 6ft 3ins
Weight: 92kgs
Project 
Controller

David
YOUNG
Age: 23
Prop/Hooker
Height: 6ft
Weight: 105kgs
Student

Finn
TIERNEY
Age: 20
Hooker
Height: 5ft 9ins
Weight: 92kgs
Student

Mark
ROBINSON
Age: 28
Second Row
Height: 6ft 4ins   
Weight: 93kgs
Development 
Manager

Andrew
VINCENT
Age: 22
Wing/Fullback
Height: 5ft 6ins
Weight: 70kgs
Student

Educated at Wesley College, 
David has represented Leinster 
at U19 and U20 levels. He is also 
no stranger to the club, having 
played at all levels of mini and 
youth rugby. Eight season in the 
senior squad.

Educated at Blackrock College, 
Leo has played with both 
Greystones RFC and Blackrock 
College RFC and joins Old Wesley 
this season.

Educated at Colaiste Chroabh 
Abhann, Brian has captained the 
Old Wesley U20s and previously 
played with Wicklow RFC. Third 
season as a senior squad member.

Educated at Ardscoil Rís and a 
winner of Division 1B of the All 
Ireland League with Shannon 
RFC, Nathan was also a winner 
of the U19s interpro series with 
Munster. Third season in the 
senior squad.

Starting out at minis level with 
Thurles RFC, David captained the 
Kilkenny College SCT reaching 
the final of the Vinny Murray Cup. 
Captained Old Wesley U20s in 2019 
and was part of the unbeaten Old 
Wesley U20s team the previous year.

Educated at Newpark 
Comprehensive School.
Finn joins Old Wesley this season 
from Wanderers FC.

Educated at St Andrew’s College, 
he was a member of the SCT from 
2009-2013. Mark has come through 
the Mini and Youth rugby sections 
at Old Wesley since starting at the 
age of seven. Entering his eight 
season in the senior squad.

Educated at St. Andrew’s College 
he was part of the Old Wesley 
U20s team that went unbeaten 
in Premiership 2 in 2018-2019. 
Third season in the Senior squad.



B U S  T R A N S P O R T

for

or

RUGBY MATCHES 

SCHOOL / COLLEGE TRIPS 

Why JJ Kavanagh & Sons?

Seats Belts, WC, Air Con & Reclining Seats 

Drivers are Friendly & Professional   

Competitive Pricing   

Quick Response Time 

Call  0818 333 222

Coachhire-ireland.com
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2022- 2023 SEASON COACHING 
AND MANAGEMENT TEAM

Morgan Lennon
Head Coach

Alan Large 
Coach

David Jermyn
Team Management

Darragh Coyle
Coach

Declan Melvin
Team Management

Charl Malherbe
Coach and S&C

Pat McDonald
Team Management

Nathan Cardy
Physiotherapist

Jimmy Byrden
Team Management

Eric Cullinane
Physiotherapist

Graeme McCoy
Logistics 

Mark Maybury
Team Management

55



Where education  
meets innovation

At Folens our promise has always been to create content  
that helps students achieve their best possible learning outcomes.  

Our success has been based on our close working relationships with schools,  
teachers, pupils and parents. Not only responding to their current needs,  

but also developing products for the future. This truly collaborative approach,  
provides the insights which allow us to deliver our content, in formats that  

work best for teachers and students, both in class and at home.

Our promise now extends to creating exceptional blended  
learning solutions across print and digital, which we believe, will make  

a real difference to how we all approach the future of learning.

56



SEASON REPORT U20’S
The season just gone had an unusual start. 
Firstly, it was after a gap of 18 months due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. Secondly, it allowed 
overage players to have some U20 experience 
at the start of the season, as it was decided 
to start the year off with the previous seasons 
McCorry Cup team. This would be played in a 
league format with the now overage players 
departing once the competition had concluded.   

We were in a tough group with UCD, Trinity and 
Terenure and started the season with a heavy 
defeat to a very strong UCD team. The loss 
was followed up with a win over Terenure but, 
due to COVID-19 within the squad, we had to 
concede the final league match to Trinity. This 
ended our participation in the mini McCorry 
Cup league at the group stage and as a result, 
fourteen players from our squad departed, to 
the senior and junior ranks of the club, as they 
were now overage. However, it was incredibly 
pleasing to see so many of these players 
training initially with the Senior Squad and a 
special mention to Robert Byrne, who went on 
to make several appearances for the Senior 
team. 

A number of other players from this group 
enjoyed game time at J1 level throughout the 
season. It is this pathway programme, which 
is so important and will position the club for 
continued success across the senior and junior 
ranks in the years ahead.
 

We had a change in the coaching ticket last 
season, with Ian Dumbleton and Rory Stynes 
taking over from Ronan O’Donovan and Darren 
Horan. While the transition was seamless 
and with a couple of positive results in pre-
season and in the McCorry league, the new 
coaches had a tough job to get the remaining 
36 players ready for the start of the season, 
as the majority of the players were new to the 
U20 setup. Therefore, we set about our league 
campaign with an inexperienced squad and 
the objective for the season was to retain our 
Premiership 1 status.

Overall, the league campaign was incredibly 
tough, with our only victories coming against 
Terenure in both the home and away fixtures. 
We suffered losses to St. Mary’s – both the 
home and away – which was disappointing as 
we had identified them as ones that we wanted 
to win. It became apparent by Christmas that 
it was a league of two halves, with the top 
four being far too strong for the bottom four 
teams. Our aim was to stay above eight place 
and ideally finish in sixth . If we had beaten 
St. Mary’s the reality of sixth was a possibility 
but losing both fixtures meant we finished in 
seventh place.

This group of players never once gave in and 
played and competed in every game. The 
team also remained committed and united 
throughout, despite losing a number of key 
players to significant injuries. 

Andrew MillerU20’s key sponsor
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Most notably, we lost the very talented 
prospect of Eoin Quinn three games into the 
league with a season ending injury. Week in and 
week out, the players continued to show up for 
training and matches, showcasing their pride in 
representing their club. 

This dedication and commitment began to bear 
fruit, with the team improving considerably 
as the year went on. This was reflected in the 
narrowing of the scoring deficits during the 
second half of the season. A good example of 
this was against a strong Trinity College side 
who had beaten us convincingly 46-6 prior to 
Christmas; however, after the break we only 
narrowly lost 18-15. That turnaround typified 
the heart of this team. 

Following the completion of the league we went 
straight into the first round of the McCorry Cup. 
We suffered a heavy 45-7 defeat to Trinity but 
at this point we had a considerably weakened 
team and lost to the eventual winners of both 
the McCorry and Frazer McMullen trophies

The record will show that this season we 
played 18 games in all competitions scoring 
235 points and conceding 478. We had thirty-
six players in the squad and four of them, Eoin 
Quinn, Josh D’Alton, Adam Strong and Bob 
Launders suffered serious injuries, which ended 
their respective seasons before Christmas.   
Both Eoin Quinn and Ewan Watson made 
appearances during the season for the J1s and 
Watson went on to play with the Senior team. 
Other notable performances this year were 
from Jake Caldbeck, Adam and Ryan Strong, 

Adam Killeen, Jack Farrelly and big Shane 
Cawley, who transformed himself to a real 
leader in the squad.

I would personally like to thank the dedication 
and commitment of everyone in this years’ 
management team. I would like to thank both 
Ian and Rory for guiding us during a challenging 
first season under their stewardship. I would 
also like to thank the other two assistant 
coaches, Conor Lavelle and Andrew Egan, our 
Strength and Conditioning coach, Dean Ryan, 
our physio, James Garvan, and the magnificent 
backroom team of Declan Keane, Declan Melvin 
and Bernard Raftery and our video analyst, 
John Sheane – all of whom gave up a significant 
amount of their time to keep our U20s team on 
the road and all in good humour. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Old Wesley 
Rugby Group and, in particular, Dave Jermyn, 
Adrian Hawe and Mark Maybury, for all their 
continued support and advice throughout the 
season. We are also delighted to welcome our 
new U20 sponsor Hibernia Technologies. This 
sponsorship is crucial to ensure the continuity 
of the U20 academy at Old Wesley. We would 
like to acknowledge John Lowry’s efforts in 
helping co-ordinate this agreement. 

Andrew Miller, 
Manager U20’s

U20’s key sponsor

Scrum half Ewan Watson releases the backs for what would 
be a telling score in the game versus Terenure
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LAST SEASON’S OLD WESLEY JUNIOR RUGBY 
TROPHY HAUL

Moran CupWinters CupDavid Dunne CupAlbert O’Connell Cup

Congratulations to our Junior teams who secured 4 Leinster trophies for the Club
The 3rds won the Albert O’Connell Cup

The 4ths won the Moran Cup (2020-21 delayed final)
and the 5ths won both the David Dunne (Metro 6 league) 

and the Winters Cup

Transformational
Talent Experiences

• Accounting &
 Finance
• Healthcare
• Human Resources
• Information
 Technology
• Language Jobs
• Legal

• O�ce Support
• Retail
• Sales & Marketing
• Science &
 Engineering
• Supply Chain &
 Procurement
• Executive Search

Ready to take the next step in your sector?

Contact Robin Craig at:
E: robin.craig@cpl.ie
Ph: +353 86 380 5622

Robin Craig
Director, Cpl Technology
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2021/2022 JUNIOR RUGBY REVIEW
Stuart Kinlan

No one was to know what way COVID-19 would 
affect the season but, thankfully, it passed 
mainly without interruption. The club had put 
all the necessary COVID-19 protocols in place, 
so training and matches could take place in as 
safe a manner as possible. 

The branch decided to run the previous seasons 
2020/2021 Junior Cup Competitions at the 
start of the season which was a great idea and 
resulted in an earlier than normal start to the 
season – with pre-season starting in the first 
week of August, with all junior players keen to 
get back playing after such a long break. 

The coaching and management structure of 
the teams remained the same with a few new 
additions. Andrew McCrann and Alan Johnston 
came into the 3rds, while Eoghan Copeland 
joined the 4ths management team.
The early start meant teams had little time to 
prepare for their respective cup competitions, 
but all three teams performed strongly.  

The 3rds reached the final of the O’Connell 
Cup, losing out narrowly to a very strong 
Lansdowne side. The 4ths won the Moran Cup, 
beating Old Belvedere, DLSP and Greystones, 
before winning over Coolmine in the final in 
Donnybrook. The 5ths lost narrowly to Terenure 
in the second round of the Winters Cup after a 
first round victory over Wanderers.

Coached by Brian Hastings, Jamie McConnell 
and Andrew McCrann, the 3rds were managed 
by Alan Johnston and myself and captained by 
Jamie Boyd. The team was also led by mascots 
George and Hugo, who never missed a match, 
and by Tennant McConnell who often ran the 
line, when matches didn’t clash with his book 
club! 

The 3rds were competing in Metro Division 2 
and finished third, only missing out on a League 
final appearance by one point. This was further 
exacerbated by the fact that we were deemed 
to be held up over the line on the last play 
of the game in our last league game against 
Greystones. If the try had been awarded, then 
we would have qualified for the final. 

In the second O’Connell Cup campaign, the 3rds 
were bolstered by the arrival of Stephen Boyle 
and Craig Telford. We drew St. Mary’s in the first 
round, which we won 33-14. In the quarter-final 
we beat Terenure 38-14 at home, which set up a 
home semi-final versus Seapoint, which we won 
comfortably, 65-26.  

In the final, we faced our old foes Lansdowne, 
who we had beaten twice in the League 
campaign, but lost in the first O’Connell Cup 
competition to start the year. We gained 
revenge for the first loss, winning 25-15, which 
was a great end to the season.

3rds Front row union... Gavin Telford on the burst 
closely supported by Sam Moore and Jeff Dand
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DONNYBROOK PERFORMANCE
A NEW Gym in the Heart of Dublin 4

The fully equipped 90sq metre gym floor is  a 
perfect space for Personal or Semi-Personal 
training sessions. So whatever your level,  be it 
beginner to advanced, there is a place that will 
help you achieve your desired result.

Give David a call on 087 919 9767 to plan and 
book your fitness journey today.

As you would expect we are fully compliant with the current COVID-19 regulations.
As these are subject to change please check www.donnybrookperformance.ie for the latest updates.

Energia Park
(Donnybrook Stadium)
Donnybrook, Dublin 4

info@donnybrookperformance.ie
6am to 9pm Monday to Friday

9am to 2pm Saturday

“David really helped me gain confidence in 
exercises I had struggled with due to previous 
injuries, allowing me to push on with my goals 
while guiding me through. David has a great 

way of making training enjoyable while offering 
the support and information needed to push 

me to my goals. I can’t recommend David highly 
enough as a trainer.” Andrew Scanlon

“The plan included a gym program along 
with getting some better eating habits 

that I had been struggling with. Working 
with David for the last 5 months has 

simply been a pleasure, he has been so 
helpful and personable, and my results 

are all because of his guidance and 
knowledge.” Andrew Egan
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The 4ths were coached by Paul McClatchie, 
Al O’Connor and Richard Morrow; and were 
managed by Eoghan Copeland and Ivan Sutton. 
They competed in Metro Division 4 and the 
team was captained by Luke Corish. They 
had a very good league campaign finishing 
second, meaning they qualified for the league 
final. In the final they played a very strong 
Naas side in Forenaughts and while Dave 
Taylor had returned from working abroad to 
add his vast experience to the side, the lads 
just came up short. They can be very proud of 
their performance on the night, particularly in 
the face of a number of injuries and players 
unavailability. In their defence of the Moran 
Cup they were beaten 17-7 in the first round by 
Terenure.

At the start of the season the 5ths were rocked 
with the news that Jimmy Byrden was jumping 
ship and joining the senior squad. The team was 
coached and managed by Graham Richmond, 
Brian Moore, Colin Wallace and Dave Heelan 
and captained by Andrew O’Sullivan. They 
played in Metro Division 6, where they had a 
fantastic league campaign, finishing top of the 
table. This afforded them a home final against 
Terenure in what resulted in one of the most 
dramatic finals seen in Donnybrook! 

Terenure started the stronger opening up a 
20-point gap, and even the loyal supporters 
of Mel, Chappers and Des feared the worst! 
However, they couldn’t have imagined what was 
to come, with the lads managing to turn the 
game around and score 21 unanswered points 
to win by a point. 

The win means they will play in Metro 5 this 
season. In the Winters Cup, they reached the 
final and played Tallaght who, as usual, brought 
great support with them. In a final, where the 
lead changed hands numerous times and with 
only a few minutes remaining, Cameron Wood 
scored a late try to seal a memorable double for 
the 5ths!

Overall, we reached five out of nine finals, 
winning four of them with each junior team 
winning a piece of silverware. 

Thanks to Tom O’Brien for his input on 
Wednesday nights, to all the physios and to 
Nigel Poff, Robbie Love and Ronan Bools for 
their support during the season. Congratulations 
to Cal Lynn, who deservedly won the Billy 
Browne ‘Junior Player of the Year’ trophy for 
his dedication and commitment during a long 
season. 

Congratulations also to Brian Hastings who 
was the inaugural winner of the “Piers White 
Trophy” for his services to junior rugby. Brian 
has been an integral part of the success of 
junior rugby over the last 7 seasons and his 
input has been immense. 

The season ended on a high with a junior tour 
to Spain where Robbie Love’s proud touring 
record was on the line! Thankfully Robbie’s 
pride remained intact and we won our two 
tour matches. A big thank you to Robbie 
for organising the tour which was originally 
scheduled to take place in 2020.

Ian Pollack offloads to Stephen Murray 
in the league final against Naas
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Specialists in design and manufacture of bespoke 
steel products across a range of industrial sectors:

 Turmec are proud to continue to support Old Wesley RFC
www.turmec.com  |  Rathcairn, Athboy, Co Meath, Ireland C15 TP04

MINING POWER 
GENERATION

CONSTRUCTION ENVIRONMENTALMARINE

DESIGN

ENGINEERING

FABRICATION

BESPOKE

64



One of our main goals for the coming season 
is to improve the number of former under 20’s 
playing junior rugby and we have a plan in place 
that will hopefully increase these numbers. It is 
vital for the long-term future of junior rugby in 
the club that this improves. 

Brian Hastings and Jamie McConnell have 
stood down from the 3rds after many seasons 
and I would like to thank them both for their 
contribution. Andrew McCrann, who was 
forwards coach last year, is joined by former 
1stXV stalwart Stephen Boyle and by former 
Irish Under 20 International and Old Wesley 
Senior Squad member Michael Triggs, after 
injury has put a stop to his playing days. The 
team will continue to be managed by Alan 
Johnston and myself. 

After a number of seasons Al O’Connor has 
stepped down from the 4ths and once again, 
we would like to thank Al for his input, time 
and dedication as both a player and coach. 
Paul McClatchie will be joined this season by a 
familiar face as ex club captain Iain Wallace has 
joined the coaching ticket and it’s great to see 
Iain back involved in the club. 

Richie Morrow will also be involved and Eoghan 
Copeland and Ivan Sutton will continue as part 
of the management team. 

The 5ths will once again be coached and 
managed by a team of Graham Richmond, 
Brian Moore and Dave Heelan. Colin Wallace 
has advised us that he will be available on an 
advisory role to junior rugby when needed, 
along with Tom O’Brien who will continue to 
help with the 4ths and 5ths.

Each team has a strong coaching and 
management setup, so we would hope to 
continue our recent success at all junior levels. 
We would also like to extend a warm welcome 
to our new Junior Deputy President, Alan 
Browning, and we look forward to seeing him 
involved. We would also like to wish Robbie 
Love the best of luck for the season as our Club 
President.

Stuart Kinlan, 
Director of Junior Rugby

Alex Bailey spots a gap with Conor Copeland  (right)
 in close support
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Action from the 3rds Albert O’Connell Cup 
Final last season against Lansdowne 

3rds celebrate winning the 
Albert O’Connell Cup.
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Last year’s season was a tale of what could 
have been for the Wesley 3rds, missing out 
narrowly on a league final spot, losing a cup 
final to Lansdowne, but finishing on a very 
positive note by winning the Albert O’Connell 
Cup. The final victory was a very fitting way 
to send off both Brian Hastings and Jamie 
McConnell as they both hung up their whistles 
after years of incredible service.

A COVID-19 affected season meant the 
campaign began with a cup match against 
Bective 2nds. The lads were expectedly rusty 
after so many months off but led at half time 
13-0. Bective got the upper hand in the second 
half and by the final play they led 14-13. Wesley 
managed to work their way up the pitch and 
won a penalty which Tim Hawe converted from 
45metres to send Wesley through to the next 
round. 

The next round was a much easier affair with 
Wesley winning 70-0 away to Coolmine, with 
a brace of tries by the Boyd brothers, Dan Hall 
and David Braithwaite with Arran Copeland, 
Gary Hawe and Andrew Vincent also crossing 
the line.

Before the final against Lansdowne, Wesley 
met the same opponents in the league in 
Donnybrook. Tommy Emo led the charge and 
scored an early try, converted by Jamie Boyd. 
Dan Hall crossed the line as well, which was 

converted to leave Wesley 14 points ahead. 
A top quality backline move resulted in a Richie 
Jermyn try to leave the score 19-0 at the break. 
Landsowne scored a converted try to close the 
gap but Wesley managed to kill the game off 
thanks to another well taken try from David 
Braithwaite.

Up next was the cup final against Lansdowne. 
Injuries meant that Luke Corish and Stephen 
Keane would make their first starts of the 
season. The Wesley pack, led by Jeff Dand, 
set the tone and Wesley led 13-0 at half time. 
Lansdowne were much improved in the second 
half and, as Wesley’s discipline worsened, they 
had the game tied up 13-13 with 10 minutes 
to go. Another penalty followed soon after for 
Lansdowne, 16-13. Wesley did have the chance 
to tie the game but the opportunity was missed 
and the game finished 19-13.
 
The loss had an impact on the team and a poor 
performance followed against Greystones. They 
started strongly and led 18-5 after 30 minutes. 
Wesley rallied well and clawed themselves back 
and led 23-18 with not long to go. Disaster then 
struck twice as Greystones profited from two 
intercept tries to kill the game off 28-23. Naas 
at home followed and, while it certainly wasn’t 
a vintage display, we managed to win 22-21. The 
win would set the team up nicely for the next 
match against league leaders Barnhall away.

OLD WESLEY 3RD XV SEASON 2021-2022
Jamie Boyd 

Jeff Dand makes a tackle as Michael Kearney and Mark 
McDonald get set to join the ruck
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Protecting people  
and businesses  
throughout Ireland 

RSA Insurance Ireland DAC trading as RSA is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland 
www.rsagroup.ie 
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It’s always a battle when we play Barnhall and 
this game was no different. The wet weather 
added to the tight affair as both teams traded 
penalties early on. Zach Wilson crossed the line 
for Wesley and the  try was converted for a 10-3 
lead. Barnhall responded with a converted try 
and penalty to lead 13-10 at the break. Wesley’s 
indiscipline allowed Barnhall to convert another 
penalty to make it 16-10. Restored to a full 
fifteen after a series of yellow cards, Wesley 
fought back and tied the game with two long 
range kicks from Sean Ballance, however the 
Barnhall out half slotted a drop goal to finish 
the game 19-16.

An easy 60-9 win against Blackrock plus the 
annual trip to the Blue Light helped boost 
spirits amongst the team. Another bonus 
point win against Wanderers followed and the 
introduction of a “shame list” of players who 
conceded penalties after every game greatly 
improved the team’s discipline. 

Lansdowne away was up next and motivation 
was high. The forwards won this game for the 
team, led strongly by vice-captain Eric Parfrey 
and Scott McDonnell. Tries from Sam Moore 
and  Zach Wilson and a couple of kicks from 
Tim Hawe had the game wrapped up early in 
the second half 16-8.

A highly entertaining game followed against 
Naas in the first game after the Christmas. A 
try from Paddy Davis put Wesley ahead early 
on, converted by David Braithwaite. Naas 
responded well and had built a 19-7 lead by half 
time. Wesley came out in the second half with 
Eric Parfrey crossing the line early to which 
Naas responded to with a try. Two sublime 
touches from Richie Jermyn led to two tries, one 
for himself and another for Jamie Boyd. With 
the scores now tied at 26-26, David Braithwaite 
kicked a penalty to put Wesley three ahead. 
Again though, the team would come undone 
from a late score. The game finished 33-29.

A 25-5 win followed against Barnhall. Blackrock 
away was next. The team was hampered by a 
couple of COVID-19 cases and many injuries. 
Blackrock had rarely fielded a team all season 
but showed up on the night to win 23-21.

The league season looked over but Stuart 
Kinlan confirmed that a win against Greystones 
with a try bonus point and by a margin greater 
than seven would see us through. 

 

With the objective clear, Wesley started well and 
a try came early. Luck seemed to be on our side 
after a charge down landed in Conor Boyd’s 
hands to score 10-0 Wesley. Wesley scored 
another try to leave them ahead 15-13 with 5 
minutes to go. We then worked our way up field 
where Colin McDonald was held up just short. 
Wesley recycled the ball and Mark McDonald 
crossed moments later under the posts but 
the referee judged the ball to be held up. The 
try would have been converted, ticking all the 
necessary boxes to progress to the final.

A second Albert O’Connell cup campaign gave 
the team a chance to end the season on a high. 
New recruits Stephen Boyle and Craig Telford 
added some extra experience. Relatively routine 
wins against St. Mary’s, Terenure and Seapoint 
would set up a chance of redemption against 
Lansdowne in Donnybrook.

Wesley opened the scoring with a penalty by 
Tim Hawe after 3 minutes. Wesley started 
to dominate territory and when the ball was 
moved to mid-field where Paddy Davis made a 
break with Sean Ballance touching down in the 
corner. The conversion was missed and Wesley 
led 8-0 after 20 minutes. Wesley went a man 
down after a reckless challenge in the air from 
captain Boyd. Lansdowne used this to their 
advantage and scored in the corner, the try was 
converted and Lansdowne now led 10-8 

Wesley pressed on and after a brilliant break 
from Mark Fitzgibbon, got into the opposition 
22. Soft hands between backs and forwards 
created an overlap with Craig Telford touching 
down in the corner. The conversion was missed 
but Tim Hawe added another 3 shortly after to 
put Wesley 16-10 ahead at the break.

The forwards continued to pile on the pressure 
in the second half.  As the pressure built, 
Lansdowne’s discipline dropped as they 
conceded penalties. Two yellow cards followed 
and Tim Hawe added a couple of penalties to 
put Wesley 22-10 ahead. Lansdowne did score a 
late try to end the game 25-17. 

Overall it was another highly enjoyable season 
for the team, brilliantly managed and organised 
by Stuart Kinlan and Alan Johnston. Coaches 
Brian Hastings, Jamie McConnell and Andrew 
McCrann ensured that the team played an 
exciting style of rugby. 
                                                    Jamie Boyd, 
           3rds Captain 69



Action from the delayed 4ths 2020/21 
Moran Cup Final against Coolmine

4ths celebrate winning the 
2020/2021 Moran Cup
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OLD WESLEY 4TH XV SEASON 2021-2022
Luke Corish

It felt like an eternity since the Old Wesley 4ths 
had taken the field after the previous season 
was cut short due to COVID-19.  An eighteen 
month hiatus had the boys itching to get back 
under the lights at Donnybrook. Players were 
well rested, with long term injuries healed.  

Early fitness levels left a lot to be desired; and 
there was little time to address these fitness 
concerns as the season roared into action with 
games coming thick and fast. The Leinster 
branch decided to run last year’s Moran Cup 
competition at the beginning of the season. So, 
the team was straight into knock-out rugby.

Things kicked off, with a convincing win against 
our local rival Old Belvedere, underneath the 
Friday-night lights in Donnybrook. This Old 
Wesley team has always taken pride in our 
home fixtures and that night was no different. 
The pride drove the team to a 25-11 win. 
A promising start, with several stand-out 
performances to give the coaching staff some 
selection headaches. A technicality in the 
quarter-final brought us straight through to 
face Greystones in the semi-final.

On a cold Friday night in Greystones, a 
weakened but impassioned Old Wesley team 
got the better of the Wicklow men in a tight 
contest, winning 10-3.  Particular mention, must 
go to South African import, Dirk Van Breda 
for his try-saving tackle in the corner in the 

last play of the game. This gutsy performance 
meant that, while being only a couple of weeks 
into their season, Wesley were heading into 
their first final.

In the final, Wesley faced a youthful and spirited 
under-23’s Coolmine team in Donnybrook.  
There were fears that Wesley might tire against 
such a young team on the wide pitch. However, 
reservations were quickly cast aside with 
Wesley producing what was probably their best 
performance of the season, winning 29-7.  

This victory gave club president, Nigel Poff, the 
first bit of silverware to put in the club trophy 
cabinet.  It was all smiles in Donnybrook that 
night as the boys piled into the clubhouse for 
an enjoyable celebration into the early hours 
of the next morning.  If ever there was a way 
to build team morale for what would be a long 
season, a cup final win was it!

Headcoach, Paul McClatchie, has provided 
excellent coaching to the 4ths for many seasons 
and is assisted by the retired 4ths legend, Al 
O’Connor as well as Eoghan Copeland. Expert 
team management is provided by Ivan Sutton 
who ensures a tightly run operation. The team 
itself consists of a healthy mix of youth and 
experience.  Veteran players like Guy Cresswell 
(vice-captain) Graham Claxton, Andrew 
Handcock, David Flower and Ian Logan (Logger) 
make up the spine of the team.  

Stephen Murray in full flight closely supported by 
Dave Taylor in the league final against Naas

71



Speak to 
Paul McClatchie, Director

paul@engagepeople.ie
T + 353 (0)1 699 4530

Herbert House, South Point, 
Harmony Row, Dublin, 

D02 H270
www.engagepeople.ie

Accountancy & Finance
Banking & International FS 
Legal
Insurance

Engage People is a specialist Irish
recruitment firm, connecting ambitious
career orientated candidates and
clients.

We identify and connect ambitious
individuals across four niche strands:

Follow Us on Social Media

www.nangleharris.ie

Tel: 01 5620011
Opening times:
Mon: Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Sat:   9.00am - 2.00pm 

USED CAR SALES

www.nangleharris.ie

Tel: 01 5620011
Opening times:
Mon: Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Sat:   9.00am - 2.00pm 

USED CAR SALES

pantone 295

We comprehensively Inspect, Service, 
Valet and NCT all our vehicles as our 
customers expect and get the best.

Visit our website for our current range of 
pre-loved vehicles. Got something particular 
in mind - then call our Sales Team to discuss.

Ask our Sales Team to arrange 
a Test Drive for you today on 
01 562 0011 or 087 778 8558.

Warranty & Motorcheck previous history verification offered with all vehicles
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England born out-half, James Sharp, was vital to 
much of our success throughout the year. The 
Englishman was just one of many foreigners to 
regularly start for the team. Our French born 
number 6, John K Chaptal played alongside 
South African brothers Dirk and Stephan Van 
Breda.  

They were joined by the newly signed number 8, 
Monty Akpan, who, had a superb first season 
for the club. Monty joined myself and Stephen 
Murray in the second row and a dynamic front 
row of Andrew Egan, Ian Pollock and Logger 
to make up a highly physical pack. The pack’s 
aggressive carries, rucking and an efficient 
lineout were vital to our season’s progression.

Other notable newcomers were Rory Murphy 
and Ben Horgan, who shared the company of 
Claxton in the centre and put in some stunning 
performances. This solid set-up in the middle 
of the field enabled our electric wingers, Simon 
Roe and Andrew Hancock and our fullback, 
Alastair Quirk to get over the try-line on many 
occasions throughout the year.  The exceptional 
Cal Lynn provided great ball delivery from the 
base of the scrum. 

The team enjoyed their early cup win but all 
realised that this was really just a warm-up.  
The boys had their eyes on the real prize, 
a Metro League 4 title, something that had 
eluded them in the past. Now, the team would 
have to navigate a long and physical league 
campaign with some tough away games and 
the inevitable burden of injuries. In the first 
league game, we squeezed past UCD. We 
then came up short against Old Belvedere 
who were much improved this time around.  
We had the measure of Stillorgan, Rathdrum 
and Greystones throughout the league and 
managed to defeat each of them both home 
and away.

However, it became clear early in the league 
campaign, that this was going to be a two-
horse-race between ourselves and Naas. The 
two teams progressed through the competition 
with Naas, who beat us both home and away in 
two ferocious fixtures, just pipping us to the top 
spot in the table, earning them a league final 
at home. Wesley knew it would take something 
special to go to Naas for the final and get a 
result.

On a freezing cold Friday night, we travelled 
to Kildare knowing that we faced a Herculean 
challenge. Despite a heroic performance and in 
spite of several injuries, Old Wesley ultimately 
came up short, losing the league final 16-6.  
Naas had managed to get the better of us 
on three occasions and, given that their 1sts 
prevented our 1sts from progression in the 
AIL, we, as a team and as a club, definitely owe 
them some pay-back next season.

All in all, it was a very successful season and 
a brilliant reintroduction to rugby after a 
rough two years. The lads didn’t just miss the 
rugby itself but everything that embodies Old 
Wesley’s club culture. We missed the post-game 
atmosphere in the clubhouse when everyone 
piles in together; a collective exhaustion, a 
sense of relief and happiness. A feeling, for me, 
that you can’t replicate in other aspects of life.  

As the captain, I would like to congratulate 
Stephen Murray, who had a fantastic and 
committed season and was well deserving of 
the Player of the Year Award. His never say die 
performance from second row in the league 
final was particularly outstanding. I would like 
to congratulate Nigel Poff for being as good a 
president as any rugby club could ask for.  

Rain, wind or shine, Nigel was there on the side-
line to support us. I would also like to thank all 
the friends and family members of the players 
who offered amazing support to us throughout 
the year and wish everyone in the club the best 
of luck for next season.

                                                    Luke Corish, 
           4ths Captain
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Action from the 5ths League and Cup Finals 
against Terenure and Tallaght

The 5ths celebrate their last minute Winters 
Cup win over Tallaght
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OLD WESLEY’S ‘PEOPLE’S’ FIFTHS
Andy O’Sullivan

Having been confined to our homes and our 
two kilometres zones, the 5ths returned with 
delight to the Wednesday night jaunt around 
Energia Park. All kicked off with the 2020/21 
cups that had not been played the year before. 
The fifths started well on their campaign but fell 
short in the quarter final and full focus returned 
to the league season ahead. 

The season came down to the last weekend, 
Old Wesley having won all but two games and 
entered a three-horse race with Clontarf and 
Terenure. Old Wesley faced Clontarf away, a 
team who had rattled us earlier in the season. 
Cobwebs fully dusted off, we gelled together 
and narrowly overcame the challenge. A 
physical game, many players suffering from 
a list of knocks, but with a smile on their face 
knowing they had reached another final. 

This Metro Division 6 Final was won by some 
in 2019 and by a special few in 2022. Having 
finished top of the league the Wesley men 
came into the final playoff with a mixed bag of 
confidence and trepidation. Terenure were our 
opponents and with both teams beating each 
other away from home, this game was too close 
to call. 

Terenure straight away sent the ball deep into 
the Old Wesley half from the kick off. A quick 
Terenure turnover, resulted in an early soft try. 

The restart from Old Wesley went out on the 
full and once again, Terenure are knocking 
on our door. Like men against boys, Terenure 
shocked Old Wesley with their strong carries 
and quick ruck ball. More tries and even a 
penalty meant that 25 minutes into the game, 
Old Wesley trailed by 20 points to nil. Old 
Wesley then had a try disallowed, but it was 
enough to spur our belief and later in the half 
a sniping line from scrum half James Sharpe 
brought the score to 20–7.  

At halftime, the coaching team of Moore, 
Wallace and Richmond lit fires within the Old 
Wesley men, who knew well that their lack 
lustre performance was not a reflection of 
the season to date. Wesley quickly earned an 
attacking scrum deep in the opposition 22. The 
ball came out to Andrew Scanlon who found 
Andrew Godsil who in turn passed to Cameron 
Wood who scored under the posts. 20-14. It 
was at this moment that both teams could 
feel the momentum shift and Terenure threw 
everything at us. David Bursey then muscled 
his way through tackles followed by Gareth 
Geoghegan who was stopped close to the line. 
James Sharpe whipped the ball out to Alasdair 
Rennie who burst over the line. 20-19 with a 
difficult kick to come. Andrew Scanlon stepped 
up to the mark and with a quiet confidence 
drilled the ball between the posts. Some heroic 
defence for the last five minutes sealed the win 
for Old Wesley. 

Caolan Smith  breaks the cover supported by 
Cameron Wood
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The Winters Cup became our next target. 
A challenging first game, followed by two 
comfortable wins had the Old Wesley 5ths 
in another final against Tallaght. In a packed 
Donnybrook, Tallaght began the game the 
stronger side and after some short carries the 
ball made its way to their No.12 who dotted 
down under the posts for an early 7-nil lead. 
Minutes later Old Wesley replied. A poor 
clearance kick from Tallaght resulted in an Old 
Wesley counter attack which saw Adam Killeen 
score in the corner.

Old Wesley scored quickly again, with Matthew 
Cherry spotting the gap on the short side to 
score untouched in the corner to bring the 
game level at 10–10. Tallaght, off the back of 
a good move from their scrum, got the ball to 
their thirteen who sidestepped his way under 
the post to retake the lead. A break from Rob 
Fitzgerald and a strong carry from Caolan 
Smith was finished off again by Matthew 
Cherry to bring the game level once again. With 
halftime approaching, Adam Killeen kicked the 
ball through and James Egan scored to give 
Wesley the 24–17 lead. 

In the second half, Tallaght again started the 
stronger, with a try by their fullback. The score 
drew Tallaght to within two points. However, a 

poor kick chase from a 22 dropout, resulted in 
Tallaght scoring a soft try and giving them the 
24–27 lead. 

Wesley fought back again and with a five metre 
penalty, set up their ‘wall’ strike move and 
Matthew Cherry went over for his hat-trick to 
give Wesley the lead with a scoreline of 31–27. 
With mere minutes left on the clock, and with 
Tallaght pressing again, they scored and took a 
31-32 lead. 

Convinced they’d won their veteran prop 
missed the simple conversion. With the game 
into the last few seconds, the tiring Tallaght 
pack had left a gap at a ruck and scrumhalf 
Cameron Wood broke, weaving his way through 
the Tallaght defence for the score under the 
posts, giving Old Wesley victory by 38pts to 
32pts.

It’s been my absolute pleasure to be a member 
of and to lead this team. We are incredibly 
lucky and thankful to have such dedicated 
coaches and a fantastically talented group of 
players. I would encourage anyone of any age 
or skillset to come down on a Wednesday night 
and join in. 
                                                     Andrew O’Sullivan
                  5ths Captain

The 5ths celebrate another trophy, winning 
the Metro League Division 6 competition
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CLUB COMMUNITY RUGBY OFFICER
Andrew Egan

What’s happening within the Province and 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (DLR) to support 
Old Wesley and the local community. 

Following what was the 2020/21 season, it was 
great to get a full opportunity to work with both 
Leinster and Old Wesley as a Club Community 
Rugby Officer and finally grasp the full scale of 
the role with little disruption.

The 2021/22 season began on the August Bank 
Holiday Sunday, with our first ever application 
of the Canterbury and IRFU program - “Give It A 
Try” - which really helped with our push for the 
launch of our Girls Rugby programme that we 
started in October 2020. This saw our numbers 
increase to 20 girls playing and training for the 
Club in Wesley College every Sunday. 

Workshops were then held across the Dun 
Laoghaire-Rathdown area where myself, 
Community Rugby Officer, Jonathan Sharkey 
and Women’s Development Officer, Emily 
McKeown went from club to club presenting 
coaches with ideas and refreshers, after the 
hiatus period from COVID-19 - including 26 of 
our own coaches in Wesley College attending. 

Once September hit, it was back to school for 
myself and our Minis and Youths - this list 
included local primary schools Divine Word NS, 
Kilternan Church of Ireland National School, 

Rathmichael NS, Our Lady’s Grove PS, Taney 
NS, The Good Shepherd, and Our Lady’s Boys 
Ballinteer NS. When it comes to secondary 
schools, I worked with Woodbrook College, 
where the principal is club legend and former 
Irish international Henry Hurley. 

It’s great being able to visit these schools, build 
relationships with them and meet familiar 
faces in each of them from the Club, whether 
it be staff or students. I’d like to thank them all 
for welcoming me into their school each week 
and really getting behind the work Leinster do. 
I am hoping to add to this list of schools next 
season! 

My usual week entails travelling to these 
schools and delivering a 4/6 week rugby 
programme - introducing students from Junior 
Infants to Sixth Class to the game, through mini 
games and touch rugby, with the hope that they 
look to further their participation by joining the 
Club on Sundays - it has been fantastic to see 
new members join through this programme. 

Along with classes, there are many large-
scale blitzes happening each week within 
the province for both primary schools and 
secondary schools, which I have had the 
pleasure to support - including 1500 students 
from 4th, 5th and 6th classes around DLR in 
Marlay Park in May, which capped off a great 
season. 79
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Combined with all that is going on within 
Leinster, I have also had the pleasure to coach 
within the Mini and Youth system in the Club. 
A temporary role as U6/7s coach soon became 
permanent and Sundays became the busiest 
day in my week! 

Sunday mornings entailed a 9:30 start in 
Ballycorus with the U6s and U7s, then a quick 
spin down the road to Wesley College for our 
girls squad at 12 and finally, meeting up with 
the U20s match-day squad for Premiership 1 
League games - a busy rugby-filled day! 

Overall it has been great to see the progress 
in the Club and in the wider community and 
this is all thanks to our club volunteers. Special 
mention goes to Andrew Bowers, Patricia 
Parfrey, David Foulds and Chris Steele, along 
with our volunteer coaches that are doing 
sterling work up in Ballycorus every Sunday. 

I also have to thank Jonathan Sharkey and 
Emily McKeown from Leinster Rugby for their 
guidance and help over the last 2 years, which 
has been crucial in helping me to settle into the 
DLR Schools and Club Community, making me 
believe there is a lot more potential in the Club 
and Community going forward with the role.

Declan Melvin
Call: 0868200655
Email: sales@melvin.ie
Web: www.melvin.ie
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in Club Kitchens and 
Bar fit outs. 
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Wesley College is a Methodist school committed to academic excellence and the 
development of the whole person.  Set in 50 acres of parkland, Wesley provides 
the best possible start in life for each student.

Wesley College prides itself on its positive ethos, Christian values, extra-
curricular programme, pastoral care and inclusive community spirit.  Please 
contact the College for a prospectus or to arrange to see the College and our 
boarding facilities.

Wesley College

Wesley College, Dublin, Ireland. 

Telephone: +353 1 2987066 www.wesleycollege.ie email: info@wesleycollege.ie

“Prove all things, hold fast that which is good”
1 Thessalonians, chap.5, v.21

• High academic standards

• Unrivalled library, music and technology centres

• Outstanding sporting facilities – rugby, hockey,  
 tennis and badminton 

• Five and seven day boarding options with modern, 
 high quality boarding facilities

• Friendly and positive community atmosphere 

• SEC grants, music scholarships and bursaries  
 available

• Just 500m from the M50
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The season started early in September, and 
we all had high hopes that we had seen the 
back of COVID-19 with the easing of further 
restrictions. Of course, COVID-19 is still with us 
and we cope with its effects on us as individuals 
and as players on a team. A few games were 
postponed during the season due to players 
having COVID-19 and clubs unable to field 
teams, but overall, it didn’t have the same 
devastating effect as previously.  

We have seen a reduction in the number of new 
players to the game, but we assume this is the 
lingering effects of the pandemic. Hopefully, this 
will not be the case for the upcoming season, 
especially with the astonishing recent success 
of the Irish team in New Zealand. Also, we are 
seeing the children of former players/members 
coming through and we are looking forward to 
welcoming the next generation to Mini Rugby in 
Old Wesley. All our teams participated in their 
various age grade Leinster Metro games and 
entered the different blitzes being run, namely 
the annual Old Belvedere Mini Blitz, Seapoint 
Blitz and Clontarf Blitz (which unfortunately got 
cancelled at short notice).  

A few teams organised end of season trips 
away. The U10’s travelled to Shannon and 
supported our 1sts in their AIL fixture with 
Shannon and later took in a “Munster game” in 
Thomond Park. The U12’s travelled to Kilkenny 
and the U13’s travelled to Belfast. Our U15’s 
team welcomed a touring party from TUC 
France for a friendly fixture in Donnybrook in 
May. This was followed by an U16’s (mostly 
Wesley College players) match and ended with a 
BBQ with lots of French singing and dancing in 
the clubhouse after. 

The visitors had such a good time they have 
invited the Old Wesley players to Toulouse next 
year.  We officially finished our playing season 
at the end of April with a BBQ in Ballycorus.  

For the first time in a long time, we said 
goodbye to a group of players who have 
been members since joining Old Wesley in 
2008/2009 and have played consistently up 
to U18.5’s. These players have completed their 
Leaving Certificate and await hearing what is in 
store for them when results come out. We wish 
them the very best in achieving everything they 
are striving for.  

These players will be continuing their playing 
journey at adult level when they join our 
U20’s and we look forward to watching them 
develop their playing skills. Heartfelt thanks 
to the Coaches, Ed O’Donovan, John Higgins 
and Team Manager, Tanya King for their years 
of dedication and loyalty to this team through 
thick and thin and particularly for keeping 
it all together when times got tough during 
COVID-19.  We cannot thank you enough. Enjoy 
the rest!

So onwards and upwards as we prepare for 
2022/23 season. We wish Old Wesley 1st Team 
squad success in their AIL campaign to gain 
promotion to Division 1A. To our U20’s and 
all junior rugby teams in their competitions, 
we look forward to watching some very 
entertaining rugby. 

Good luck to the Coaching and Management 
Teams. Congratulations to Nigel Poff on a 
fantastic year as Club President and we wish 
Robbie Love the very best for the season ahead. 

MINI AND YOUTH RUGBY - 2021/22 SEASON
Patricia Parfrey
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We started on the 5th September 2021, 
welcoming new players to Old Wesley at U6’s. 
We had seven new players, in addition, to the 
seven the previous season to give a total squad 
of 14.  

Andrew Egan our CCRO stepped into the 
breach as a temporary Coach due to our 
previous coach moving house to another 
county!  It was the intention that this was only 
for a brief time until we could recruit a Coach 
from among the parents. 

However, Andrew proved an extremely popular 
choice with both players and parents that it 
would have been difficult for him to move. 
Training started with teaching the players 
the basics of rugby – eye-hand coordination, 
running with the ball and passing. 

We finished at Christmas with fun and games 
on the pitch in Donnybrook followed by 
selection boxes and a bbq with refreshments 
for the parents. 

Training resumed after the Christmas break and 
continued each Sunday morning. Numbers were 

up and down due to colds and bad weather.

This group accepted the offer from St Brigid’s, 
Cornelscourt to play a friendly in early March. 
The resulting photos (courtesy of Dan Sheridan) 
showed what a fun filled morning everyone 
enjoyed. 

Andrew had the team ready to give the Old 
Belvedere Blitz in early April a go. He remarked 
after that; “all players never gave up and all 
enjoyed the experience.” 

The season wrapped up at the end of April with 
a session in Ballycorus with a bbq and medals. 
Lots of positive comments from parents later, 
thanking all coaches and volunteers for a great 
season. 

Here’s to the start of next season and exciting 
times ahead. 

U6/7’s Review
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The Old Wesley Under 8’s are a small but 
very talented group of boys and girls (Born in 
2014). They train every Sunday at 10am in the 
picturesque setting of Ballycorus. 

The sessions are about learning rugby skills 
through fun games. The kids walk off happy and 
tired afterwards.

Last season we had lots of fun sessions, 
followed by a series of mini games against 
DLSP, St. Brigids and Monkstown. 

The highlight was the end of season blitz in Old 
Belvedere, where the girls and boys put in some 
fantastic performances against big town sides 
like Navan, Dundalk and Malahide. 

Well done to Isla, Thomas, Isaac, Lewis, Robyn, 
Billy, Adam, Hunter and Noah (pictured above).

U8’s Review

8, The Village Centre,
Lucan Road,

Lucan,
Co. Dublin

Tel:  01 628 0706
email: gugs@eircom.net

85



The Pandemic has shown us all how, important 
a role, human interaction and sport play in our 
wellbeing and sense of community.  The past 
few years have been a test of resilience and 
ingenuity for all of us. The challenges faced to 
get back to rugby were no more immense and 
it took some substantial effort from amazing 
individuals like Patricia Parfrey and Andrew 
Bowers to get us back in action.

The dream coaching ticket of McDonald, Wilson 
and Heaton resumed with the 2013 vintage as 
they progressed their rugby journeys with the 
U9’s, for a season that promised better times 
ahead and so it transpired!

Most of the boys and girls from our U8’s team 
returned for our 2021/22 season as U9’s. With 
a brief continuation of the COVID-19 rules we 
had adapted to in the previous season, many 
of the kids itched for the opportunity to tackle 
each other and play some matches. Their 
wishes were granted in late October ‘21 when 
we played our first game as Old Wesley vs real 
opposition! 

Alas, when contact was permitted and as the 
season progressed, we lost a few members 
from the group. For those we lost on the way, 
we added some new characters to the group 
and we were delighted to see how they all 
developed throughout the year, both on and off 
the field. The kids relished the opportunity to 
welcome the 1st Team onto the pitch for an AIL 
match in Donnybrook.  

This formed further growth in the friendships 
amongst the group and we witnessed these 
relationships strengthen on the rugby pitch.
The season culminated with a hugely successful 
blitz event in Old Belvedere where the kids got 
to test their abilities against teams from outside 
the Dublin area for the first time.

A note of thanks to all the parents who 
have been outstanding in their support, 
encouragement and engagement. We are lucky 
to be involved with a great bunch of kids who 
are a credit to their parents and this great club.  

U9’s Review

The u9’s meet up with ‘’Leo’’ 
at the Old Belvedere Blitz
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The U10’s 2021/22 season began with a 
heightened level of enthusiasm as we returned 
to playing rugby with a squad of 20 players.

The Coaches were impressed that the 
enthusiasm grew week on week as the U10’s 
worked really hard on their handling and 
tackling skills.  

We were delighted to be joined one Sunday 
morning by Josh Van Der Flier, who inspired the 
guys to enjoy the game and make every tackle 
count. 
 
The season also saw us fulfilling regular fixtures 
for the first time, along with a few rugby 
festivals.  

We greatly enjoyed visiting local clubs and 
welcoming a few teams to Donnybrook and 
on each occasion gave a good account of 
ourselves.  

The highlight of the year was our end of season 
rugby tour.  We were warmly welcomed and 
hosted by Shannon RFC. 

Thanks go to all the parents for the ongoing 
commitment to the team and the support 
of Patricia, who makes things happen in 
Ballycorus every Sunday.

Shane Hunt, Michael Gordon and Chris Bull.

Josh van der Flier inspired the guys to enjoy 
every game when he visited Sunday training

U10’s Review
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As this team continues to come together 
each season, it is encouraging to see 
the development of the players from 
when they started age 5 to now, five 
years later.  Under the guidance from 
their coaches, Ronan Bools, Neville 
Moran, Chris Steele and Brendan Wall, 
their understanding of tackling, rucks, 
running forward etc continues to grow. 

All efforts began to pay off after taking 
part in a run of matches early season. 
The team showed their true potential by 
putting all their learned skills into these games 
and achieved the success the coaching team 
had been striving for.  

It has been great to see two girls become 
an integral part of this team throughout the 
season. This group were great in their support of 
the 1st Team AIL home games in Donnybrook 
and now know there are pizzas available from 
Michael – no problem in getting them down to 
Donnybrook this season.

The parents of the players attended a pre-match 
lunch for the first time this season and it was

 
deemed a great success in getting to know each 
other.  

The squad are looking forward to their last 
season in the mini section playing 12-a-side 
format and the parents are keen on helping 
develop the social side of the squad, including 
attendance at a home AIL pre-match lunch, RDS 
trips and a tour at the end of the season.  

The team and their coaches are eagerly awaiting 
to see what the new season 2022/23 brings.  
Bring it on! 
    Chris Steele

The U12’s season was an eventful and enjoyable 
one for both players and coaches. Despite the 
challenges of COVID-19, the U12’s went from 
strength to strength over the season. It was a 
year of firsts with the playing pitch moving to 
the full width and 12 players a side. 

We introduced a ‘Tackler of the Week’ trophy 
and this was won by nearly all players over 
the year. We played 10 fixtures (including mini 
blitzes) and some of the games that stick out
      are as follows: 

1.  We played St. Mary’s away early in the 
season and we were taught a lesson in back 
play in typical St. Mary’s style. We learned a lot 
from this day and our use of passing and the 
width of the pitch improved.

2.  We played Terenure in Belvedere RFC and 
were beaten well - we played them again in 
DLSP RFC in the sunshine and won 2 of the 3 
matches. It was great to see the improvement 
in the team - lots of passing, great running lines 
and plenty of tries!

U12’s Review

U11’s Review

Old Wesley Senior Head Coach, Morgan Lennon and 
Senior Players Josh and Reuben Pim join the U12’s 
for a tough training season in Ballycorus.
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3.  We played Greystones away and scored a 
number of tries through free flowing running 
rugby. This was great to see.

A highlight for the year was our training session 
with Morgan Lennon and two of the Old Wesley 
1st Team - Reuben and Josh Pim. They gave the 
U12’s a lesson in rucking practice and there was 
sweat coming off their brows by the end of the 
session. 

All the kids enjoyed it - thank you to Morgan, 
Reuben and Josh.

We organised an end of season tour to 
Kilkenny. On Saturday, we visited Castlecomer 
Discovery Park and the kids enjoyed a high 
rope, orienteering and climbing wall challenge. 
We stayed in a hotel in Carlow and enjoyed 
the swimming pool and private dining room 
experience. 

A huge thank you to Jonny Miller for organising 
the hotel. On Sunday, we played 2 games 

against Kilkenny RFC and won both by 
continuing to play free flowing rugby. 

Our last game was against Portlaoise which 
proved to be a game too far. Overall though, it 
was a very enjoyable tour with lots of fun for 
the kids and parents. 

I would like to thank the parents who brought 
their kids to training and all the matches. 
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow coaches 
this year - George Roche, Trevor Townsend and 
Marcus Flynn. 

Also, none of this would be possible without the 
unseen work by Patricia Parfey and her team - 
thank you all. 

I look forward to working with all at under 13 
level as we move into youth’s rugby 

      Eric Brown - Head Coach under 12’s

Josh and Reuben put the lads 
through their paces

89



It was an exceptional season in so 
many ways for the U13’s. No longer 
minis for these youths, this was 
their first foray into competitive 
rugby and playing full 15s on a full 
pitch. But that was the least of it.

After a torrid 2 years of COVID-19 
interruptions and no-touch rugby, 
this team had to take a huge 
step up to be competitive for the 
Leinster School Youth League and 
Cup Competitions. And so, they 
did!

Perhaps the forced restraint of tag rugby made 
them hungrier for full contact, or perhaps there 
was something special in their feed. Whatever 
the reason these lads came out fighting in the 
Autumn of 2021.

Another challenge these lads overcame was 
team size. With only 20 players in the squad, 
they never had the luxury of 15 vs 15 practice 
as other clubs had. Yet, with the creativity of 
coaches Seán Mehigan, Dean Soady and Ronan 
Duffy, they turned this to their advantage.

Through experimentation and rotations every 
player experienced the “rough and tumble” 
of life as a forward and every player, even the 
bigger lads normally resigned to the front row, 
got to enjoy the promise of open space and 
defence-splitting passes of the backs. 

Our first outing was a confidence-building 
30-7 home win against St. Brigid’s, where our 
forwards rucked St. Brigid’s all the way back to 
Cornelscourt. This was followed by a hard won 
12-14 away game against Westmanstown. 

But by this point the die was cast. We play 
a fast-rucking game with mobile forwards 
capable of line breaks. When bogged down, our 
scrum half had the maturity to send it wide and 
set up the next phase. 

And when things went awry, we had fast backs 
(and forwards!) that could chase breakaways 
and haul the opposition down before they 
caused too much damage. 

More victories came against Coolmine, 
St. Mary’s, Dundalk, and just one painful loss 
against an excellent Roscrea side who we ended 
up sharing joint top position before playoffs. 

Our Cup run took us to the Quarter Finals 
where we lost to a very organised and powerful 
Coolmine A team. There was a lot to celebrate, 
and we did that in style on an unforgettable 
tour to Northern Ireland. 

Sure, the Titanic Museum was fascinating, the 
Vertigo inflatables were fun, touch rugby in 
the grounds of the Botanical Gardens was a 
gas, the Cooke RFC match a lottery, but it was 
the Lurgan RFC match (see picture) that was 
legendary. 

There’s nothing better than two well-matched 
sides playing for the fun of playing, in the spirit 
of friendship. The Lurgan coach could be seen 
running the touch line yelling instructions. As 
he passed our bench, in frustration and delight 
in equal measure he said: “Your lads sure can 
Ruck!”. He wasn’t wrong. 

It was end-to-end stuff and only that Lurgan 
had a superb athlete at 15 (and even looked 15) 
that the score line tipped in Lurgan’s favour. But 
nobody cared. 

Good luck to all the players next season, in 
school or club. 
            Roger Brownlie

U13’s Review
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Following all the disruption of COVID-19, it was 
fantastic for the boys to reconnect and engage 
once more through the game of rugby and 
more significantly with OWRFC. U15’s can be a 
challenging age group, as it clashes with JCT. 

However, we were successful in reassembling 
the team and secured the services of a few new 
members to the group. 

Whilst it did take a little time to get things up 
and running, the Metro League managed to 
pull together both League and Cup fixtures at 
U15’ level.  We finally got the campaign going 
and managed to reach the Semi-finals in both 
competitions. 

Alas, we encountered a well drilled Barnhall 
team that got the better of us on the two critical 
occasions. Both matches were fantastic to 
watch, as both teams displayed their skills. Our 
boys did us proud, only losing out marginally by 
a late score.

In the twilight of the season, we headed West 
for a great trip to Galway, where we were hosted 
by Corinthians. The boys took on evening and 
morning swims in the fresh Atlantic Ocean, 
which demonstrated their hardiness. Hats off to 
Dan Fisher for leading the charge!

The greatest highlight of the year came at the 
very end of the season. We hosted our friends 
from Toulouse University Club in Donnybrook 
with an early evening kick-off, followed by a BBQ 
and a good old fashioned shin dig. It was a party 
in the true sense of the word and our guests 
and teammates put on a wonderful evening’s 
entertainment. 

It was a memorable night for everyone to 
cherish. A word of thanks to all those that helped 
make the event happen. To the club staff that 
were brilliant and supportive and all the parents 
that rowed in and provided food. 

Special mention to Laurence Campbell for all her 
efforts in making the event happen, to Karl Reid 
and Stu Campbell for cooking up a storm with 
the BBQ on the balcony and to Nikki, Audrey, 
the Hamilton’s (inc. Lauren and Max) and Ryan 
families (inc. Robyn). Plans are already in the 
making for the return fixture in Toulouse in 2023.

Looking forward to the year ahead, and living 
more fantastic moments and making great 
memories with this wonderful group of players 
and families, that have become great friends 
through the love of rugby and being part of Old 
Wesley.

Aidan Gordon

U15’s Review
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BigFish
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Big Fish TV Commercials Ltd.
Proud supporter of Old Wesley Rugby Football Club

Best of luck this season

www.bigfish.ie

131 Rathgar Road, Rathgar, Dublin 6 

E: david@dcopeland.ie                       

W: www.dcopeland.ie
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This year saw the much-awaited return of an 
U18 team to the club, this was a huge step in the 
development of our mini and youth section. 

It was only made possible by building on the 
years of hard work of Ed O’Donovan, John 
Higgins, Dave Foulds and John Lowry, who have 
brought these players up through the ranks. The 
team played under the ‘Donnybrook’ banner, 
meaning it was also composed of players from 
our good friends Bective Rangers. They were 
managed by a Bective stalwart Tanya King.

The team was made up of players who were not 
playing in the Schools Senior Cup. With a squad 
of over 20 players coming together for the first 
time, they faced very tough opposition in the 
opening rounds of the seeding competition. 
We lost to both DLSP and current champions 
Barnhall, but we notched up a couple of wins, 
including a memorable one over Lansdowne. 
Having been placed in Division 1 of the Leinster 
league after the seeding round, things really 
started to come together .

We opened the league with a bitterly 
disappointing loss to Clondalkin, with the last 
kick of the game. It was the measure of the 
squad, that great disappointment grows great 
character and they bounced back to win 6 
games in a row. 

Picking up some tough away wins to Roscrea 
Ravens, St. Mary’s, and a win for the ages in 
North Meath - traveling with only 14 players due 
to COVID-19 and injury and losing a player to 
injury early in the game, the 13 players dug deep 

to come out on top with some amazing defence 
late in the game. These wins placed them 3rd in 
the league. 

In the finals stage they were drawn at home 
to Lansdowne in the league semi-final, which 
was a close affair. However, a couple of late 
Lansdowne scores closed out the game. 
Lansdowne eventually went on to win the 
league.  

The season may have finished on a 
disappointing note, but it was in no way a 
disappointing season, with a lot of fun had and 
new skills developed. No matter where the team 
played, the one common thread all season was 
the compliments these young men received on 
how they held themselves both on and off the 
field by opposition management and parents. 

They truly are a credit to the club. A special 
mention must also be given to U18 out half Tom 
Larke, who added to his Leinster honours by 
representing the Irish U18s in Italy this season.

    Tom O’Brien

U18.5’s Review

Ben Burns celebrates another team 
try against Old Belvedere
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Future stars of the Women’s game
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Girls Rugby is slowly beginning to develop into 
an integral part of Old Wesley and after the 
longest season, the future is looking bright.
The Team started the season in July 2021 with 
the IRFU ‘GIVE IT A TRY’ programme, which ran 
for 8 weeks.  

The programme was specifically designed to 
develop rugby skills and was received with great 
enthusiasm by the girls and resulted in many 
new friendships being formed. When the new 
season started in early September 2021, we had 
7 regular players each week at Wesley College 
under the coaching skills of Andrew Egan, 
assisted by Andrew Bowers.  

The team were soon attending blitzes, 
matches and sometimes doubling up with 
other clubs and developing the experience and 
understanding needed to enjoy the game.  The 
girls had their first ever match at home early 
in the season, which was a huge step in the 
development of the girls’ section in the Club.  

The girls were regular flag bearers and 
supporters of the Men’s 1st team AIL home 
games in Donnybrook throughout the season.  
We had a Christmas training session in 
Donnybrook and we also enjoyed our first ever 
Friday night lights match. Also, we attended the 
RDS to watch a Leinster match and met Leo 
(although Leona is our next target).

As the season progressed, we had more girls 
attending our weekly training sessions in 
Ballycorus on Sunday mornings with our mini 
squads and there was a renewed enthusiasm 
when all the girls got together for their sessions 
in Wesley College. 

When the season ended for regular rugby at 
the end of April, the girls came back in mid-
May to continue playing in another ‘GIVE IT A 
TRY’ programme over 8 weeks. The numbers 
increased this year to an average of 20 players 
training each Sunday in Wesley College under 
this programme. The numbers for this coming 
2022/23 season are promising and we hope to 
build and develop further.  

For further information regarding our plans, 
or to get involved, please contact girlsrugby@
oldwesley.ie

I would like to thank our Club President, Nigel 
Poff for attending our events and also for 
showing us his support. We look forward to the 
start of the new season in September 2022 as 
we guide and coach our players on the pathway 
to the AIL league. 

DEVELOPING GIRLS RUGBY IN OLD WESLEY
Chris Steele

Meeting “Leo” at a Leinster match in the RDS
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Yard sites in Kildare & Dublin 
Contact us to find our more:  
www.allabouttrees.ie
Call: 087 690 3626

Progressive tree surgery business 
serving commercial, public sector & 

private clients nationwide

ALL   ABOUT   TREES
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The 2021/22 season has been one of the most 
challenging seasons to date for Old Wesley 
Touch, but was by far the most successful 
season since we started back in 2015. Through 
lockdowns and uncertainty, Old Wesley 
managed to host 4 separate tournaments and 
attend 5 separate tournaments abroad. 

The appetite for touch from both within the 
club, and from outside, is at the highest it 
has ever been, boasting over 70 fully paid-up 
members! All this success would not be possible 
without the endless help and energy devoted 
to developing and spreading touch from the 
Old Wesley Committee. It would be remiss if 
I did not acknowledge and thank Nigel Poff, 
Ivan Sutton, Michael Weaver, and countless 
others who have put their hands up to help and 
provide guidance throughout the year.

The Old Wesley Touch Committee also stepped 
up this year. I would like to thank James 
O’Donnell for his constant efforts to integrate 
touch within the club, Jamie Pearson Evans 
for his efforts on social platforms and graphic 
design, Alan Doyle for his work on the website, 
Jamie Maher for his accountancy knowledge, 
Jim Mackey for keeping us safe from COVID-19 
and Stephen Troy for his coaching, organisation 
and in particular, for securing us entry into the 
England Touch National Touch Series (NTS) this 
year. This has provided us with the platform to 
compete at the highest level for both our elite 
Men’s and Women’s teams. 

In June 2021, we hosted the inaugural ‘Magic 
Round’ tournament in Donnybrook – the 
spiritual home of Leinster rugby! 

The tournament featured 5 Men and 4 Women’s 
teams made up of Old Wesley members and 
friends. This including a large number of Old 
Wesley players who were keen to both, get back 
playing sport, while also enjoying the social 
aspect of competitive sport. The tournament 
offered everyone the opportunity to get their 
legs moving again post lockdown and, once 
those cobwebs had been dusted off, we tucked 
into a few of Michael’s socially distant outdoor 
pints – it was almost back to normal! 

A few months later and we were on the road 
to play in the European Club Championships 
in Elche, Spain. We travelled over with a very 
depleted squad and playing against the best 
club teams that Europe has to offer (like the 
touch equivalent of the Champions Cup), we 
came 5th overall. There were two further social 
tours to Brussels and Berlin, the former of 
which we took home the top prize. 

Both the men and women’s teams travelled to 
England three weekends in a row to compete in 
the English Elite National Touch Championships 
- the touch equivalent of the English Premier 
League. The Old Wesley Men’s Open team 
went undefeated in the first week in the second 
division competition, which saw us promoted to 
the first division for the second and third weeks. 

The team kicked on further, going undefeated in 
both second and third weeks of the first division 
competition, which was held in Burton RFC 
and Oxford RFC respectively. The men’s teams’ 
performance resulted in us taking home 2 legs 
of the NTS, only losing to the eventual winners, 
NQ rebels, on overall points. 

TOUCH RUGBY - 2021/2022 SEASON 
Brian Leveau

Touch Captain Faye St. Leger breaks the line against 
NQ Rebels at the 2022 NTS in Oxford, England.
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VISION IMPAIRED RUGBY AT OLD WESLEY
Just another team at the club, the ‘Vision 
Impaired’ rugby project was introduced last 
year by the IRFU, in partnership with Old 
Wesley RFC, Vision Sports Ireland and The 
Change Foundation. 

A number of workshops were run in 
Donnybrook, which were a big success and this 
year we are hoping to build on that success. 
We currently have 15 players and training is 
once a month. This year the team is exploring 
expanding the offering to Under18s. 

In the Visually Impaired game there are 7 
players on each team with varying levels of 
sight loss, and tackles are ‘touch’ only. 

The referee commentates the game, so players 
know where the ball and players are, at all 
times. To volunteer or find out more just get in 
touch with “david.mckay@irfu.ie” 

Former Leinster and Italian international Ian 
McKinley, son of our past captain Rev. Horace 
McKinley, was among the presenters at the 
initial workshop in Donnybrook in August 2021. 

Ian, is an ambassador for the Change 
Foundation and lost the sight in one eye 
following a rugby accident in 2010.
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The Old Wesley Women’s touch team 
weren’t quite as successful as the men’s, but 
still performed superbly well against well-
established women’s teams, being placed 8th 
out of 12 very strong elite teams. 

This sets the foundation for them to push on 
and improve as a team, both on the field and on 
the leader boards at next year’s NTS. 

We held the second iteration of the Magic 
Round competition with 5 male and 3 female 
teams entirely made from Old Wesley players 
and friends accompanied by 3 male and 3 
female teams from external clubs. 

Club captain Mark Phelan’s Warriors took home 
the trophy. Old Wesley boast a huge contingent 
(over 40) of players representing internationally 
at the euros with reps from the 

Men’s Open, Men’s 30s, Men’s 50s (all silver) 
and women’s 35s  (bronze) bringing home 
medals. 

Old Wesley Touch Men’s Open were undefeated in all 3 
competions during the 2022 NTS in Oxford, England

Old Wesley Touch Women’s Open competing at the 
National Touch Series in England.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CURRENT AND FORMER 
PLAYERS AND CONNECTIONS OF OLD WESLEY.

Tom Larke, our youths 
out-half, was selected 
last season for the 
Ireland u18 Club side to 
play Italy in Treviso. 

Already this season 
Tom has represented 
Leinster U19s, who 
won the Interprovincial 
series in September.

Tom Larke in action for Leinster during the IRFU U18 Club 
Interprovincial Championship against Ulster last season.

Jack Boyle, represented Ireland U20 
for the second year, who went on to 
win the Six Nations Championship 
by completing the Grand Slam. Jack 
is now a member of the Leinster 
Academy and in May was selected for 
Leinster ‘A’ to play both a University 
and Student selection and the 
Leinster Club side.

Congratulations to Andrew Porter, Ryan Baird and Josh van der Flier on 
their excellent contribution to Ireland’s historic win in New Zealand. Also,  
congratulations to Josh, on rounding off an outstanding season, being named 
EPCR ‘European Player of the Year’ 2022.
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Ben Murphy - (left)
Congratulations to Ben who 
earned his first Leinster 
Senior Cap at the end of last 
season. He came on as a 
substitute during the win over 
Munster at the Aviva Stadium. 
We wish Ben continued 
success in his Rugby career as 
he leaves us to join Division 
1A Club Clontarf.

Four member of our Senior team Harry Noonan, Josh Pim, Alex Molloy 
and JJ O’Dea were selected on the Leinster Club side to play Leinster ‘A’. 
Congratulations also to JJ O’Dea for being awarded Energia AIL Division 1B 
‘Player of the Year’.

Ethan Black - (left) Congratulations to Ethan, 
former Old Wesley Mini and Youth player, who 
captained St Michael’s JCT to victory in last 
seasons schools competition defeating Roscrea 
26pts to 19pts in the final. 

Aran Lowry - (above)
Congratulations also to 
Aran, on his Leinster U19 
squad selection for the 
match against a touring 
Argentinian squad. 
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For all your banking needs contact
David Markham for Stillorgan,  
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087 708 3159
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This year marked our 5th season with some 
form of live streaming of first team AIL 
matches. With some investment and support 
from the club, our streaming team managed to 
bring our best quality product to our members 
and supporters.

This past season we have had over 35,000 
people tune in for our Live streamed games and 
our highlights had over 200,000 views across 
all platforms over the course of the season. The 
service is designed to ensure that, for those 
who cannot make games in person, they don’t 
miss out on any of the action.

As a club, we are very lucky to have two 
excellent production teams spearheaded by 
two amazing commentators - helping bring the 
games to life to those who tune in both at home 
and abroad. Stewart McAvoy, a professional 
commentator for the last number of seasons 
calling European Cup and Six Nations games for 
various TV stations, and Alan Lewis, who brings 
a unique insight as one of the games most 
respected international referees.

We must also thank our guest commentators         
D 0’Brien and Justin Middleton, who brought 
their own invaluable insights to our games this 
year.

We finished the season with our marathon 
Finals Day stream, with the Divison 1B semi-
final, the 3rd’s Cup final and the 5ths Cup Final 
streamed back-to-back from Donnybrook.

To commentate on the AIL has been great fun, 
but also really interesting and unique. Where 
else, week in week out, can you see a range of 
players from school leavers, Leinster academy 
players, future professionals and club stalwarts 
all in one league. 

The brand of rugby is superb and as we found 
out last year in the play-offs, the game is never 
over and the excitement never stops. To cater 
for supporters who can’t make match days, it is 
something I find most rewarding.

The streaming service Old Wesley provides is 
one of the best in the All Ireland League, as we 
continue to strive for excellence both on and off 
the pitch.

Speaking to us, Stuart McAvoy said: “The club 
have always been very appreciative of my work 
and it has been a quality place to develop as a 
commentator.” 

Alan Lewis, Stewart McAvoy & Tom O’Brien (inset) 

OLD WESLEY LIVE STREAMING 
KINDLY SPONSORED BY

OLD WESLEY STREAMING: FROM 
DONNYBROOK TO THE GLOBE BY TOM O’BRIEN
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G R E E NG R E E N S T O N ES T O N E
L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G NL A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
&  C O N S T R U C T I O N&  C O N S T R U C T I O N

G R E E N S T O N E
L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N
&  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Contact: Ross Farrell

29 Ardagh Drive, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin.
Telephone: 087 958 4262

Email: info@greenstonelandscapes.com
Website: www.greenstonelandscapes.com

Garden rooms designed and Garden rooms designed and 
built for all sporting eventsbuilt for all sporting events

Everyone at Greenstone wishes 
all teams great success for 

the 2022-2023 season
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Alan Lewis summed it up better than anyone 
else could as both a member and supporter of 
the club: “Being used to cricket commentary is 
far different to rugby commentary. I have to say 
I really enjoyed the objective, which was to bring 
Old Wesley games to members of the club who 
for one reason or another couldn’t be there in 
person for home games. The only downside is 
that us commentators are stuck up in the stand 
with all the winter woollies on to try and bring 
you the pictures. 

We had some tremendous home games last 
season with the classic being the last-ditch effort 
to sneak a win in the League semi-final against 
Naas. It had everything that game, even I lost 
the plot Brazilian style, as we entered the final 
phases. 

The loss we all had to endure which was 
hard to take. I really enjoyed my time with 
the contributors particularly Stuart McEvoy 
overseen by the ever-professional Tommy 
O’Brien the production genius.”

Alan continued: “It is a fantastic addition 
for both members and sponsors who garner 
the extra exposure through this medium of 
communication. It is just another addition to 
what is a fantastic range of services the club 
offers.”

If you would like to support or have your 
business advertised on our live stream, please 
get in touch with Mark Egan or reach out 
through any of our social channels. 

To watch any previous streams or highlights 
and be first to receive updates on all our 
highlights and streams, follow and like our 
youtube channel.

Just search “Old Wesley” on youtube to find us. 
Liking and sharing videos will help us grow our 
presence and help keep all our streams free.
             TOB

Tom O’Brien ensures the feed gets broadcasted wide and far

Alan Lewis with guest commentator D O’Brien 
at the home game with St Mary’s College.
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OLD WESLEY RUGBY AND CULTURAL TOUR 
2022 - LLORET DE MAR, SPAIN

Guy Cresswell

The idea of a report detailing the events of 
Old Wesley’s Rugby and Cultural Tour of Lloret 
de Mar may well be sending shivers of fear and 
anxiety through certain members of this year’s 
travelling contingent. But to those nervous men 
now sweating while reading these words - fear 
not. The old adage “what goes on tour, stays on 
tour” shall be upheld. The facts will be hazy, the 
details unclear. 

On the 13th May 2022, 35 brave men set out 
from Dublin airport for the sunny shores of 
Catalonia. It was an eclectic bunch ranging 
vastly in age, shape, and appropriateness of 
attendance. There were heavy-hitters and 
featherweights, young bucks and has-beens, 
grizzled veterans and bright-eyed greenhorns, 
all conducted with steely reserve by the 
magnanimous “Robbie-Robbie Love”, who - 
from the get-go - led by example, starting by 
demanding the plane delay its take-off to allow 
the last of the group to finish their airport pints.

Upon arriving at the all-inclusive hotel tower 
block, populated by Warrington Wolves Rugby 
League supporters - the lads settled in by 
gathering at the pool, resplendent in an array 
of terrible shirts, and formally commenced 
the weekend’s frivolities with a round of group 
introductions and beers. 

Many unique truths were uncovered in those 
first 10 minutes that won’t easily be forgotten. 
The sun set, the beer flowed, and the men 
launched themselves with gusto onto the 
Spanish strip and into the night. 

As Saturday’s intrusive sun broke its piercing 
rays on many a sore and groggy head, the 
reality of the tour itinerary began to hit home. 
A late-afternoon fixture against CR Spartans 
Granollers loomed, and many of the tourists 
began feverishly concocting elaborate excuses 
for the game to come. 

However, at their core, Wesley men are made 
of steely stuff, and upon noticing the extremely 
late kick-off time of 5pm, seized the opportunity 
to begin a long and thorough warm-up and 
hydration session on the rooftop jacuzzi and 
bar area of the hotel. Sadly, eagerness got 
the better of an enthusiastic few who rather 
over-hydrated and required a light nap on the 
bus ride to the club - lulled gently to sleep by a 
boisterous sing-song led by the Major Monty.

CR Spartans turned out to be a fantastic venue 
and extremely generous hosts. Played on a 
small all-weather 4G pitch - sprinkled often 
with water to combat the drying sun - the 
fixture consisted of a mini tournament, with 
3 teams each playing 2 matches. 
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The tourists scrum down, hiding sore heads 
from the hot Spanish sun
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By the time the Wesley bus pulled up, a party 
was already in full swing, with many locals and 
club members coming out to watch the games. 
Jamie Boyd steered the ship from 10, with Guy 
Cresswell on defensive duty, while Sam Moore 
provided the verbals and Monty struggled to 
tie his laces. However, despite varying states of 
inebriation and sunburn in the squad, Wesley 
acquitted themselves well on the foreign 
synthetic soil, winning both of their two games 
at a canter.

Post-game the men were treated to beers, 
paella and BBQ, as Señor Poff gave a speech 
and presented some jerseys and club ties. After 
several beers, and many renditions of Molly 
Malone, the men bid adíos and piled back on 
the bus, for more beers and more singing. 
Arriving back to the hotel under a full head of 
steam, the lads used the positive momentum 
for a lightning-quick turnaround before heading 
straight to their newly found local, the aptly 
named “El Pub”. The specifics of the rest of the 
night remain foggy and confused.

The Sunday morning cobwebs were met by a 
presidential decree for a full squad sea swim, 
with no exceptions. Despite a small contingent 
having made a desperate break for the airport 
at the crack of dawn, the remaining tourists 
attacked the day with jolly enthusiasm. A tour 
debrief was held at a local beach bar, where 
refreshments flowed in the Catalonian sun and 
the lads eased off the tensions of the weekend. 
Day blurred into night, as once more onto the 
breach those brave men did plunge and while 
the rest of the details remain hazy at best, it is 
believed all touring members made it back to 
Dublin alive the following day.

And so ended another tour. A tour that defied 
the odds; a raging success planned, concocted, 
and sustained through the uncertainty and 
madness of the past 2 years. Huge kudos 
should be given to Robbie - our fearless leader - 
and all those around him who helped in pulling 
this fantastic and culturally stimulating jaunt 
out of the bag. Onwards and upwards, we await 
with bated breath for the next one…

Guy Cresswell

The full squad of players, tacticians, 
alicadoos, and masseurs

The brains trust - Kinners, Poffy and Robbie - 
with the local club captain 
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CLUB ANNIVERSARIES

10 Years Ago – 2012-13 
Old Wesley win the inaugural D2A/2B Cup beating Bective 
Rangers in the final.  The J1s back up the Senior Team by 
beating MU Barnhall to win the Senior Seconds League Shield.

20 Years Ago – 2002-03 
– The J3s, captained by Graham Richmond, win the Moran Cup beating Blackrock in the final. 
The J6 team win the Fox Cup after beating Seapoint in the final, with the team being captained 
by Paul Short.

Ken Richardson
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30 Years Ago - 1992-93 
– J1s (above), captained by David Jermyn, win the Metropolitan 
Cup after beating Terenure in the final. The Senior XV reach 
the final of the Leinster Senior Cup for the second year in a 
row but were beaten by St. Mary’s. 

Henry Hurley (right) is selected on the Ireland Development 
squad summer tour to Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa. 

In addition, the J4 team (below) go unbeaten in the league and 
go on to beat Old Belvedere in the league final, with veteran 
prop, Sam Acheson, captaining the team. 
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40 Years Ago - 1982-83 

Under 19 XV (above), captained by Robert Leslie 
reach the final of the McCorry Cup but lose to UCD.  

George Wallace (right) wins Irish ‘B’ Cap against 
England.

3rds (below) win Minor League, with the team being 
captained by Johnny Gates. Also included are the 
legendary Bobby Macken and this year’s Club 
President Robbie Love.
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80 Years Ago - 1942-43 
– Austin Carry wins his first Irish XV cap and plays 
until 1946. As these were war years, they were not 
official internationals and caps were not awarded.  
His place was eventually taken by none other than 
Jack Kyle.

100 Years Ago 
- 1922-23 
– Disney Gray 
wins his first 
Irish Cap. 

120 Years Ago - 1902-03 
– Henry J. Anderson wins his first Irish Cap. He later goes 
on to become President of Old Wesley RFC in 1937-38 
and President of the IRFU in 1945-46

THE TRULY 
SPECIAL TOUCH…

NAAS, CO. KILDARE  

T:  +353 45 879277  WWW.KILLASHEEHOTEL.COM

A truly enchanting setting, with a wonderfully rich history.

Take some time out to relax in our newly refurbished 
bedrooms or unwind and recharge in our award-winning spa.

Explore Kildare & treat yourself at Kildare Village, the ultimate 
outdoor shopping experience or enjoy the Irish racehorse 

experience at the Irish National Stud.

The perfect destination for your next midweek escape.
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The faithfull enjoy the match from behind the bar

The minis cheer the senior team onto the pitch

Leinster Senior Cup 
Match Programmes 
from the 1950’s

1955 1956
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JUNIOR TOUR TO PORTUGAL 2002 
REMEMBERED 20 YEARS ON!

In May 2002, Old Wesley went on a weeklong 
junior tour to Cascais in Portugal. For me, this 
was a new experience; whilst I had previously 
been on many rugby tours, they had only been 
for a weekend. In addition, it was my first tour 
as an alickadoo; something which had certain 
disadvantages which I will explain later.

Things didn’t start well when many tourists’ 
luggage got lost somewhere in Heathrow, 
which we had transited through. The hotel 
wasn’t great either. Most of the rooms were 
described as triples; however, the third bed 
was only suitable for a child – not suitable 
for the average rugby player.  Nonetheless we 
struggled on manfully!

There was a small bar across the road from 
our hotel which we adjourned to on the first 
night. In fact, it wasn’t small, it was tiny, with 
probably an average of 5 customers a night. I 
clearly remember the owner’s reaction when we 
arrived and ordered 45 pints of lager. He didn’t 
even have that number of glasses; however, we 
all got served and he was delighted.  

The following night he made sure to have 
enough glasses, and plenty of beer.  He 
probably made more money during that week 
than he did for the rest of the year.

Rugby got going the next day with training on 
a nearby beach under our tour coach and this 
year’s President, Robbie Love. We played two 
matches during the tour, both against local 
sides. To say we won both matches needs some 
explanation, as for both matches the opposition 
struggled to fulfil a team and some of our 
players had to play for them.

One of the highlights of the tour was a visit 
to the Irish Ambassador in Portugal, Patrick 
O’Connor, organised by our tour manager 
Jimmy Byrden. We were well entertained by 
Patrick and his wife Patricia and certainly made 
a significant dent in their alcohol supplies.  
Our Club President at the time, Dave Holmes, 
presented the Ambassador with a piece of 
crystal glass and an Old Wesley tie. (Pictured 
overleaf)

Ken Richardson

20 YEARS ON...
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AV Consultancy AV Consultancy 

System Design & Integration System Design & Integration 

Maintenance, Support and ServiceMaintenance, Support and Service

AV Consultancy 

System Design & Integration 

Maintenance, Support and Service

Techcom is one of Irelands leading commercial 
audio visual systems integrators

We provide end-to-end AV solutions including 
consultancy, design, installation, creative services 
and on-going maintenance and support.

We are dedicated to providing our clients with 
a competitive advantage through a continuous 
process of quality integration and technical 
advancement.

Please contact John Gillis for further information 
on future projects or for consultation on existing 
systems.

Techcom 
Unit 13, Bluebell Business Park, Old Naas Road, D12PX2N 
+353 1 4566602     jgillis@techcom.ie     www.techcom.ie
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There were kangaroo courts most evenings 
and you would get fined for everything from 
dropping a pass to being late for evening 
refreshments. For players, the fine tended to 
be to doing something daft, usually involving 
drink. But for alickadoos it usually involved a 
monetary fine, which of course went towards 
the players’ social fund.

The final night involved a party and presentation 
of “awards”, usually for the worst rather than 
best achievements of the week.  We then 
adjourned to the town, which was about two 
kilometers away.  

We had a very early start the next day at 6am 
to get home and, needless to say, most of the 
tourists got little or no sleep. 

I remember one well known member arriving 
back in a taxi, grabbing his kit bag and making it 
on to the bus with only seconds to spare.
However, we all got back home safely in one 
piece. 

To my knowledge this was the last weeklong 
junior tour organised by Old Wesley – maybe it 
is time for another?

Ken Richardson 

The 2002 Old Wesley 
touring party to Portugal
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Refereeing Awards

Simon Owens holding the Harold Ardill 
Award - Referee of the Year 2019-2020

Andrew Cole with the Allain Roland Award  
- Referee Performance of the Year 2019-
2020

RWL Advanced Solutions is 
Ireland’s largest independent 
networking distributor. By 
supplying the leading structured 
cabling brands & aligned with the 
most qualified installers, we 
strive to provide dynamic cabling 
deployments across Ireland, UK 
& EU.
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OLD WESLEY REFEREES
So after two very start/stop 2019-20 and 
2020-21 seasons, at least last season remained 
reasonably undisturbed and most matches 
that appointments were made for were played. 
We, as a club, have a great history in supplying 
our fair share of Leinster referees and last year 
was no exception. We provided Leinster Rugby 
Referees Association with nine referees across 
all levels.

Special mention must go to the following:

•  Nigel Correll, who has called time on his 
distinguished career. Nigel has represented 
the Leinster Rugby Referees, having refereed 
at International level, being appointed as an 
Assistant Referee for the European Champions 
Cup, along with the Pro 14. 

His achievements were recognised by the club 
at the most recent AGM where he was awarded 
the Special Appreciation Trophy for services to 
refereeing.

Nigel will be assisting as a referee coach to pass 
on his knowledge to the next generation. 

•  Andrew Cole, has been promoted to the 
IRFU High Performance Development Group 
within the national panel. Last season Andrew 
was awarded the Allain Roland Award (Referee 
Performance of the Year) for the 2019/2020 
season. 

Andrew refereed the Bank of Ireland Leinster 
Schools Senior Cup Final.

•  Simon Owens was awarded the Harold Ardill 
Award (Referee of the Year) for the 2019/2020 
season.

•  Glenn Sheridan, has been appointed to 
the “A panel” which will see him refereeing 
across Divisions 1 and 2 in the AIL. He will also 
be supporting the professional game as an 
assistant referee.

•  Paul BK, also continues to play his part in the 
well represented Old Wesley - based refereeing 
team.

•  Wayne Sheridan continues to represent the 
IRFU as a Citing Commissioner.

•  Andrew Baird continues to act as 
Timekeeper for both Leinster and Ireland.

As we are now moving into the beginning of 
a new season, and as happens every year, we 
are looking for more individuals that would be 
interested in taking up the whistle. 

If you are one of those that are interested, 
please visit the address below:
https://leinsterrugbyreferees.ie/become-a-
referee/

Mark Gargan

Nigel Correll in action
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Old Wesley stalwarts Alan Campbell, Alan Doherty, Alan Cole 
and David Jones who were runners up on the day. 

Match play on the day120



Adrian Hawe

OLD WESLEY CORPORATE GOLF OUTING

On Friday 20th May we hosted the Old Wesley 
Corporate Golf Outing in Powerscourt Golf 
Club. The day was kindly sponsored by DNG 
Estate Agents and we had over 20 teams teeing 
off on the day. The weather was kind to us but 
conditions were testing, with a strong breeze 
and I did field a few complaints afterwards 
about playing off the white tees.

The day started with registration in the 
clubhouse and all teams were supplied with 
excellent goody bags and a packed lunch before 
they set off to their allocated tee boxes for the 
shot-gun start. The event was supported by 
members and their companies with 23 teams 
playing and another 24 sponsoring tee boxes.

As the day was a shot-gun start, everyone 
finished at a similar time and headed to the 
clubhouse for a well deserved meal, followed by 
the prize giving and entertainment. 

The event was won by Spirit Burton led by Mark 
Burton along with team members John Tobin, 
Paul Wrynn and Dave O’Reilly with a score of 
88 points. 

They won on the back nine from a team of Old 
Wesley stalwarts, Alan Doherty, Alan Campbell, 
Alan Cole and David Jones. 

Following the prize giving, we had a Q&A 
session with Nigel Osborne and Greg 
McWilliams, Ireland Womens Head Coach. 
They discussed a lot of current rugby topics 
including: the Tour to New Zealand, next year’s 
Rugby World Cup and the current state of the 
Ladies game in Ireland. 

We were then joined by George Hook, Brent 
Pope, Eddie O’Sullivan and Fine Fail TD Jim 
O’Callaghan for some very funny impersonating 
by Nigel. 

The day was a successful fundraiser for the 
Club and enjoyed by all participants. We also 
made generous donations to our charity 
partners on the day Pieta House and The IRFU 
Charitable Trust.

I would like to thank Eddie Fogarty for his 
support in running the event, DNG for their 
sponsorship and Brenda Kyle in the office for 
looking after the finances.    
                 Adrian Hawe 121



Add a touch of
character
We believe floors are a focal point in the home.
Our passion for floors started a long time ago
and is influenced by our heritage of almost 100
years. Be inspired by our full collection at
mulveys.com

1474 Mountain Chalk Oak Chevron
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OLD WESLEY LADIES DAY 2022
On the 9th April, 2022, 115 women sat down to 
lunch for our second Women’s Charity Lunch in 
the clubhouse. 

Unfortunately, Joan Love who had spearheaded 
the organisation, developed COVID-19 and 
was unable to attend.  However, we are deeply 
grateful to Patricia Parfrey who very kindly 
stepped in, at the last moment, to carry out the 
vital role of MC in Joan’s absence.   

The day kicked off with a drinks and canapes 
reception downstairs and following ‘lockdown’ 
one can only imagine the noise level …not 
to mention the learning to walk in high heels 
again. Lunch followed supplied again by Ali 
Davis Food, which was met with great approval 
from all present. 

Again this year, we supported a number of 
Charities, The Marie Keating Foundation, 
Women’s Aid and Doctors for Ukraine. Chief 
Executive Officer of The Marie Keating 
Foundation, Liz Yeates was our Guest Speaker.

Liz spoke of her own brush with cancer over the 
years and also that of her family. She outlined 
the work that the Foundation carries out, both 
in the area of research and also the invaluable 
assistance they give to both individuals and 
families that find themselves dealing with a 
diagnosis.  

As it was an audience of women, she also 
spoke of what we should be on the lookout for 
and more importantly what steps to take if we 
notice something amiss. As I heard one person 
saying, her talk will have made us all more 
aware of what we should be doing. 

Following the beneficial talk from Liz, Fiadh Rua 
Gregg and Johnny Taylor, a jazz duo took to the 
stage. They entertained us with a wonderful 
selection of songs and music, much to the 
delight of the ladies present.  

Stephanie Chapman
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Contact Details: 
Joan Love MSc, HDip, 
N.F.E.S.C., R.G.N. 

JL Legal Nursing 
Consultant Services Ltd, 
34 Rathfarnham Park,
Dublin 14. 
D14 FX70. 

Tel:     086 616 6889 
email: joan@jllegalnursing.ie
web:   www.jllegalnursing.ie

Services provided:
•  Causation & Liability reports 

•  Cost of care reports 
•  Case management services

DELIGHTED TO SUPPORT 
OLD WESLEY RFC AND 

WISH THE CLUB EVERY SUCCESS 
FOR THE COMING SEASON

124



Our ‘Best Dressed Ladies Competition’ was 
won by Brenda Kyle from the Old Wesley office 
and we hope that she enjoyed the champagne, 
which was kindly donated by Continu Print, 
who print the Club’s annual programme. 

Due to the very high level of fashion on the 
day it was decided to give a second prize and 
this was won by Sandra Nicholson, who I do 
hope enjoyed the wine which was donated by 
Bacchus Wines.     
  
We also had a raffle with prizes ranging 
from a Brown Thomas Voucher, Travel Voucher 
donated by Killester Travel, Jewellery and a 
Hamper of goodies from Donnybrook Fair. I 
would like to thank all our sponsors for their 
very generous support. 

We would also like to thank Patricia Parfrey, our 
MC, Michael Weafer our Club Manager, Martin 
Weafer for dressing the room, Jenny Short for 
her tireless work on the day and Pauline and 
Brenda from the Old Wesley Office for their 
valued role both before and on the day.  
 

The event this year was organised by Joan 
Love the wife of our incoming President, Linda 
Feehan and myself, with great support from 
Suzanne Hawe. 

We hope that everyone enjoyed the day and 
took home their candle gift and chocolates and 
we hope that we will see you all again next year.   

Stephanie Chapman    

Ladies Day speaker Liz Yeates, CEO Marie Keating 
Foundation enjoys lunch with Liz Hanley, ahead of her 
informative and relatable keynote speech

Fiadh Rua Gregg entertains the assembled ladies with 
Johnny Taylor acompanying on piano
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PRESIDENT’S DINNER 2022
After nearly three years and two 
postponements due to COVID-19, the Club 
Annual President’s Dinner took place on 
Thursday 14th April, 2022.  It was a beautiful 
spring evening and made for a lovely change to 
the traditional November dinner. 
 
President Nigel Poff welcomed Des Kavanagh, 
IRFU President, John Walsh, Leinster President, 
David Robb, President of the Leinster Referees, 
and other fellow Leinster Presidents, members, 
guests and players. 

Arthur Vincent kindly said grace and after a 
superb dinner provided by Ali Davis Food and 
her staff, Senior Deputy President, Robbie Love

proposed a toast to the IRFU and Des 
Kavanagh, IRFU President replied on behalf 
of the Irish Rugby Football Union.
  
Henry Anderson welcomed and proposed 
a toast to the guests and our special guest 
speaker, Su Carty, the IRFU Representative to 
World Rugby, replied on behalf of the guests.

The master of ceremonies for the evening was 
Ken Browne and after all the formalities were 
over, there was an opportunity to adjourn 
for further refreshments at the bar. A hugely 
enjoyable evening was had with members and 
friends.

Nigel Poff

Pictured at the President’s Dinner were; Old Wesley 
Senior Deputy President, Robbie Love, IRFU President, 
Des Kavanagh and Old Wesley President, Nigel Poff

NOW AVAILBLE FROM
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MAKE IT REMARKABLE 
AT THE MARKER HOTEL
Located beside some of Dublin’s best-loved attractions, The Marker 
Hotel is the perfect venue for your gathering with friends and work 
colleagues this season. 

Contact our reservations team to book on 
reservations@themarker.ie or phone +353 (0) 1 687 5130

The Marker Hotel – Grand Canal Square, Docklands, Dublin 2.
www.themarkerhoteldublin.com
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Remember the days when you could vanish on 
a Friday without trace under the guise of a long 
lunch. 

And so it was…on Friday the 6th May, 150 
souls took shelter in the refuge called 
Old Wesley RFC in Donnybrook for a long lunch.

The purpose was to recognise the life and times 
of Henry J. Anderson (1882-1949), the centenary 
of Galwegians RFC and raise much needed 
funds for the IRFU Charitable Trust….we did 
that and more. 

The event schedule was opened by the 
outrageous, but nonetheless rare talent, 
Barry Murphy, who delivered a masterclass as 
MC and brought comedy to a new height. His 
performance was hailed as absolute brilliance 
throughout the schedule. 

Presidents everywhere…Des Kavanagh (IRFU 
President), Nigel Poff (Old Wesley President), 
and Carl Blake (President Galwegians RFC). 

Our special guests were; Bernard Healy, 
Ciaran McCarthy and Donal O’Flynn from the 
Charitable Trust.

From the IRFU Charitable Trust, Michael 
Whelan, Sharon Coffey and the ubiquitous 
Linda Black.

You couldn’t have a rugby themed lunch 
without the brilliant Ollie Campbell. We are 
so lucky to have the great man as one of the 
custodians of the IRFU Charitable Trust. 

He is essential listening, articulate and always 
animates the story of our game which is 
compelling. However, it is his work with the 
Charitable Trust over the past 40 years that sets 
him apart. His 20 minutes with the microphone 
was powerful. 

Irish Rugby is immensely proud of the 
achievements of our favourite son from 
Donnybrook, Philip Orr. He was on hand 
to provide the room with an entertaining 
and concise history in his tribute to 
Henry J. Anderson. 

Philip, along with Henry’s great grandson 
Robert, presented a commemorative vase to 
Carl Blake, Galwegians RFC President, to mark 
their club centenary. 

The dynamic Alan Lewis conducted a Q&A with 
some of the guests including Su Carty (referee) 
and Fiona (Fifi) Coughlan, Past Captain of 
Ireland’s Womens grand slam winning team, 
Michael Quinn of the Lansdowne Club and 
more.

THE LONG LUNCH
Henry Anderson

The great Ollie Campbell in his ‘Spoofers’ 
Jacket addresses “The Long Lunch” in aid of 
the IRFU Charitable Trust

129



www.alidavisfood.com

Weddings
Birthday Celebrations
Retirement Parties
Corporate Events

Cordon bleu trained chef Alison Davis and 
her catering team are available to book for all 
family occasions either at the club, a venue of 

your choice or in the comfort of your own home

For all enquires please contact:
Alison Davis 086 841 5939 or Alan Lord 086 855 3096

Ali and her team wishes
Old Wesley R.F.C. a very successful 2022-2023

We cater for:
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The club came out in force - Alan Lowther, 
Andrew Miller, Mark Egan, David Johnson - all 
hosting tables. The trustees, the executive, 20 
Connacht folk and a mighty turnout from other 
Old Wesley stalwarts. 

To our many supporting acts - a note of 
gratitude to Ken Richardson for photos, 
Thomas O’Brien on video, Stephanie Chapman 
on hospitality, and a big shout to Ali Davis…the 
Queen of cuisine. 

To Willie Coulter and Malcolm Connolly (two 
ex Connacht Interpros) who contributed to our 
souvenir programme.

The long lunch was beautiful choreographed 
and managed by Colette O’Malley from 
Marketing Initiatives. 

Forgive us if we have indulged in a little 
adulation, but the long lunch was a triumph of 
biblical proportions in so many ways.

Robert Anderson (left), great grandson of 
Henry J. Anderson, presenting a commerative 
vase to Carl Blake, President Galwegians RFC 
during the lunch.

THE LONG LUNCH

Comedian Barry Murphy sets the scene and 
entertains the relaxed gathering
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The very best of luck for the
2022-2023 Season

Would like to wish

180,000 ESTATE AGENTS AND 
IN OVER 50 COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE
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REV. DR SAMUEL HOLLINGSWORTH, 
PRESIDENT OLD WESLEY RFC 1891-1898

Samuel Hollingsworth was born in Ballycanew, 
in County Wexford in 1843.   He entered Trinity 
College in 1868 and gained the Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity in 1891. Following completion 
of his studies and marriage to Myra Reed, 
Samuel joined the Methodist Ministry. 

He subsequently served in Bray, Ballymena, 
Newtownards, Sligo, Ormeau Road Lisburn and 
Donegall Square in Belfast. Tragedy befell the 
family in 1878 when three of their six children 
died of scarlet fever whilst in Newtownards in 
County Down. 

In 1891, there was a Dual Headship in Wesley 
College. Both Heads had retired and after much 
discussion, it was decided to have one Principal 
with Rev. Hollingsworth appointed to the 
position.  At that time Wesley College was at a 
low ebb, with very few pupils, and in debt to the 
tune of £4,000.  

Samuel was determined to build up the school 
and unburden it of its debt, which he did.  It 
quickly became one of the top schools in 
education and sport in the country, winning 
the Leinster Schools Senior Cup in 1898.   

Ivan Sutton

The Wesley College 1897-’98 Leinster Schools Cup, winning team - Highlighted Back row, Rev. 
S. Hollingsworth - Highlighted Middle row, from left; G. Hamlet, Old Wesley Captain 1903-04, 
represented Leinster and Ireland (30 caps, 8 as captain) and W.P. Hinton, Old Wesley Captain 
1902-03, represented Leinster and Ireland (16 caps) 

“When I got back involved with Old Wesley 

several years ago, I soon realised that my in-

laws had a historic connection with the club.  

My wife, Dorothy’s great-great grandfather, 

Rev. Dr. Samuel Hollingsworth was the first 

president of the club. 
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Award winning 
Microsoft partner

Ireland partner of the year 
2022 winner:

Azure Infrastructure

Business Applications SMB

Business Applications

Data & AI

www.codec.ie              info@codec.ie              +353 (0) 1 603 4300
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Old Wesley RFC was also founded in 1891 and, 
given the close connection with the school, 
Rev. Hollingsworth became the president of the 
club. He held the role for the next eight seasons 
until his premature death in November 1898 
aged 55 – and Nigel Poff thought it was tough 
doing two Presidential years! 

His son-in-law, A. Panton Watkinson was 
also a member and president of Old Wesley 
for the 1943/44 season. Rev. Hollingsworth’s 
grandson, Harry Hollingsworth Forsyth was 
also a member of Old Wesley but, to the best 
of my knowledge, never played for the club.  
Harry attended Wesley College and later Trinity 
College.  

He was a keen cricketer but a fringe player 
on the university’s 1st XI.  However, in 1926 
he, along with the great playwright Samuel 
Beckett, played against Northamptonshire in 
Trinity’s last first-class match when he made a 
respectable forty-three runs. Beckett opened 
the batting for four runs. 

When Harry died in 2004 in his 101st year, he 
held the record as the world’s oldest first-class 
cricketer.

Harry’s great granddaughter (and my 
daughter!), Rachel continues the family 
tradition of playing for Old Wesley as she 
is currently a member of Old Wesley’s ever 
growing touch team. 

Perhaps she may follow in the footsteps of her 
great-great-great grandfather and become 
president of Old Wesley, a club for life, a club 
for the generations. 
                    Ivan Sutton

Old Wesley RFC Senior team photograph, 1943 - 1944 featuring 
Old Wesley past president A. Panton Watkinson (1st person on left, back row) 

Rachel Sutton, Great Great Great grand-
daughter of Old Wesley’s first President 
Rev. Dr. Sam Hollingsworth
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Cleaners of 
Old Wesley Rugby Kit
Wish Old Wesley RFC 

all the best 
for the new season 

121 – 123 Main Street,
Ranelagh, Dublin 6.

Tel: 01 4910592
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A CLUB TO BE PROUD OF
Well, that was a crazy and unpredictable two 
years we have gone through and this summer 
we were back in full swing, with the club 
overflowing with rugby events and parties 
galore, a super end to a great season. 

Nigel Poff did two terms as President, and 
played a blinder! Always thinking of the Club 
first and foremost. Our Chairman, Peter Squires 
and all the Executive Committee worked 
so hard to keep the club going in difficult 
circumstances.  Their dedication to the Club is 
inspiring and we are very lucky to have them. 
I am looking forward to working with our new 
President, Robbie Love, and I wish him all the 
best for the coming season. 

The AIL pre-match lunches each had a huge 
attendance and we trust that this will continue 
into the coming season.  There was some great 
craic after the matches and especially after the 
last games of the season. On the very last night 
although our 1st team were sadly defeated both 
the 3rds and the 5ths won their cup finals and 
the atmosphere in the club was electric. My son 
Adam got the crowd going with his one-man 
band and everyone was singing along. I know 
who the best singer of the night was, but I won’t 
be naming names! 

The Club is a fantastic venue for hosting parties 
for all occasions. We are already heavily booked 

for September, October and November but 
drop us a line and we can check availability. 
Don’t forget we have two function rooms with 
surround sound, two bars and four flat screen 
TVs. We are lucky to have the option of two 
caterers D4 Deli, a local company who give a 
delicious home style offering and for corporate 
and high-end events, we have catering 
company Ali Davis Foods. 

I would like to thank the Committee and 
members for all their support towards the 
staff over the years and especially through the 
pandemic. Both Pauline and Brenda from the 
office do an incredible job and I am grateful 
for their support. Many thanks to Tracey who 
thankfully is on the mend and to Paul, Martin 
and Stephen for their continued hard work and 
loyalty throughout the years. To the rest of the 
bar staff who are always available at the drop of 
a hat, I thank you.

In these last few years, I believe we have really 
found that the most important things in life 
are family and friends. I know I will always be 
here for them. I am delighted to count so many 
members as close friends, this really is a ‘Club 
for Life’.
Bring on the new season!
CHEERS
   Michael Weafer 

Martin, Brenda, Pauline and Club Manager, Michael
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Bringing help, giving hope
Protestant Aid aims to help relieve the distress of financial 
hardship, treating all calls for assistance with respect and dignity.

We help people throughout the Republic of Ireland whose 
difficulties have been brought to our attention by Social 
Workers and Clergy. If you have a financial problem, please 
talk with your Rector or Social Worker confidentially about 
making a grant application.

GENERAL GRANTS

ANNUITIES

HEATING GRANTS

EDUCATION GRANTS

THIRD-LEVEL LOANS

202A Merrion Road, Dublin D04 VP92.
T: 01 668 4298. F: 01 660 3292. E: info@protestantaid.org
www.protestantaid.org



PETER SQUIRE 

Peter Squire passed away on 1st April 2022 
in the Leeson Park Nursing Home following a 
period of ill health. Peter played a major and 
influential administrative role in guiding Old 
Wesley through the 1970s, and subsequently 
remained a life-long loyal supporter of the Club.

Peter Squire joined Old Wesley in September 
1960 upon graduating from Wesley College. 
He quickly became established on the then 3rd 
B XV and is best remembered as a tall left-
footed fly half with a lengthy boot. While Peter 
continued to pursue his junior rugby career, 
his excellent organisational and administrative 
skills soon became apparent and he was 
elected Honorary Secretary of the Club in 
1972, a post he continued to hold until 1978. 
During this period, Peter, together with his 
wife Helen, who headed up an active Ladies 
Committee, immersed himself in all aspects 
of Old Wesley. Outside the normal secretarial 
duties, this included inspecting and ensuring 
the maintenance of pitches at Kilgobbin along 
with his able assistant Frank Chapman, and 
liaising with the Leinster Branch regarding 
the playability of pitches in Donnybrook. In 
1978, Peter organised and managed a highly 
successful Club tour to California, the first long-
distance overseas tour for the Club.

Peter was elected President of Old Wesley 
for the 1980-1981 season, becoming the 
youngest ever holder of that post. He enjoyed a 
successful season and was a popular member 
of the Leinster Clubs Annual Dinner circuit.

Following his Presidential year, Peter 
maintained his strong interest in Old Wesley’s 
fortunes, and was a regular attender on 
match days helping to entertain visiting 
teams. He also introduced the Past Presidents 
and Captains lunch, now an annual event in 
the Club calendar. In the early 1980s Peter 
became Honorary Secretary of the Leinster 
Branch IRFU, a position he held until working 
arrangements took him to Paris for a number  
of years. 

On a personal 
note, I was 
the first and 
probably the only 
person, to hug 
Peter Squire in 
the Lansdowne 
Road stand as the referee Owen Doyle blew 
the final whistle to mark the Club’s victory over 
Wanderers in the 1985 Leinster Senior Cup final. 
The long wait was finally over!! 

Peter was an active member of the Club’s 
Centenary Committee leading up to the 
1991/1992 celebrations. He contributed a 
comprehensive and thought-provoking article 
to the Club’s Centenary matchday programme 
in which he forecast (amongst other things) the 
introduction of professionalism to rugby, the 
formation of European leagues, the expansion 
of the All Ireland League and its implications 
for the domestic game and the use of synthetic 
playing surfaces. Peter was truly a forward 
thinker of the game.

Peter was a founding member of the Rance 
Ramblers Cricket Team and is remembered as a 
useful left arm spin bowler and a pipe smoking 
slip fielder. The Ramblers played taverners 
cricket involving many other Old Wesley 
members and utilised Donnybrook for apres 
match festivities, to the mutual benefit of both 
clubs.

Professionally, Peter joined IBM upon leaving 
school and went on to have a very successful 
career there and with the Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development (CIPD). 

Old Wesley was fortunate indeed to have been 
able to benefit from the time and skills Peter 
and Helen gave to the club over many years. We 
express our sympathies to his wife Helen, and 
children Derek, Tanya, Nikki, Hayley and Sam.

   Des Johnson

In Remembrance
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JOHN BAILEY 

John Bailey, a lifelong and highly respected 
member of Old Wesley passed away on the 
31st May. As President of the Club in 1986/87 
and a Trustee for many years, John participated 
in the development of the Club from a time, 
when players togged out in the wooden pavilion 
at one end of the Donnybrook pitch, to the 
modern high-tech building of today. I would like 
therefore to recount some personal memories 
of John and his life in the Club.

There was a time when Irish forwards were 
renowned and feared for what was known as 
the foot rush with the ball at their feet which 
could only be stopped by some wretched 
defender, usually a three-quarter, throwing 
himself down on the ball, whilst the raging 
bulls stamped all over him. I have little doubt 
that one of those raging bulls might well have 
been John, whilst I was the poor divil who 
had to endure this form of medieval torture. 
Perhaps that was the first occasion on which 
I encountered John. A more decorous foot 
rush, involving the All Blacks, occurred during 
the Old Wesley Annual Black Tie Dinner dance 
which used to tbe held in the Gresham Hotel.  
Needless to say, John was the organiser and 
Master of Ceremonies. In the nineteen sixties 
when the All Blacks were in town, the team had 
been invited to come along. 

John, noticing that the New Zealanders were 
keeping rather to themselves, decided to 
announced that the next dance would be a 
ladies’ choice.  Those of you who belong to 
another generation may not be aware but in 
those days, etiquette demanded that ladies 
could not dance unless first invited by a 
gentleman. 

A ladies’ choice was the exception.
So, the young ladies of Old Wesley marched 
across the dance floor and very politely invited 
some of our distinguished visitors for a dance. 
My wife Pat, invited one Colin Meads, who 
promptly turned her down. Pat had to walk back 
to her table rather crestfallen. So, thanks John!

Along with Frank 
Chapman, John 
made a singular 
contribution to 
the upkeep of 
Kilgobbin. If he 
was not picking up stones on the top pitch, he 
would be found endeavouring to kick the old 
boiler back into life. No doubt John must have 
heaved a huge sigh of relief when the decision 
was taken to sell the grounds and make the 
move to Ballycorus.

John was always deeply involved in the day 
to day running of the Club. When Old Wesley 
played the Barbarians in Centenary Year, one of 
the problems we faced was how on earth were 
we going to cater for all the visitors. John, who 
was in the tent business, came to the rescue by 
suggesting that a marquee could be erected in 
the car park at the back of the Pavilion. 

However, the area was relatively tight for 
access, so armed with his measuring tape 
John announced that with a bit of tweaking it 
could be done. The resulting dinner was a great 
success crowning a memorable day.

In recent years John organised the very popular 
“occasional” lunches. The main attraction of 
these lunches being celebrity speakers. One 
such speaker was Micheal O’Muircheartaigh 
who spoke about the role of sport in our 
national life with many a reference in Irish. 
Afterwards John whimsically remarked that he 
had never heard so much Irish spoken in Old 
Wesley before!

I am not sure that John would have described 
himself as a prop forward in the Andrew Porter 
mould but he certainly made up for it by his 
longevity as a player. John played mainly on the 
seconds until he eventually hung up his boots 
sometime in his forties.
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Outide rugby, John was involved in many 
other activities. He was a regular visitor to 
the Royal Hospital in Donnybrook, and had 
close involvement in the Dundrum Methodist 
Church, Christian Aid, the Probus Viking Club, 
to mention but a few.

As members of YMCA, cricket was something 
of a family affair with sons Keith, who gained 
international honours, with Andrew, Neil and no 
doubt John’s wife Mary heavily involved. 

He was a renowned swimmer winning the Liffey 
Swim. It was about that time that he acquired 
the enduring nickname of “Hippo”.

What do I remember most about John? I think it 
was his geniality, his laid back but wise counsel 
as a trustee of the Club. John Bailey, a kind and 
caring man.
   John Fish

GEORGE WALLACE 

They say that bad news travels fast, and it was 
with great sadness that we learned of the 
untimely death of George Wallace on the 
9th April, 2022., aged 68. A death that was 
way before its time.

George had joined Old Wesley from Kilkenny 
College in the 1972/73 season following in the 
footsteps of his brothers John and Bob.  All the 
Wallace players were big men, and it didn’t take 
long before George was selected to play on the 
1st XV, along with his brother Bob. George was 
to be a great servant to Old Wesley and was 
Captain of the club in 1977/78. That season 
included a Senior tour to California and George 
was a great leader, on a fabulous tour.  

George had been spotted as a schoolboy in 
Kilkenny College and he played for Leinster 
Schools in 1971/72 when they won the Schools 
Interprovincial Championship. George was 
also selected for the Leinster Under 19 team in 
1972/73 and it was not long before George was 
selected to play for the Leinster Senior Team.  

He got his first senior cap in December 1975, 
and he finished his Leinster career in December 
1984 with 33 caps for his Province. George’s 
first cap was against Ulster, when he was 
selected to replace the great Eric Campbell, in 
the second-row. Eric was, of course, a fellow 
Old Wesley member.

George was selected to tour South Africa in 
1981 for the national team but just missed out 
on a first Irish Cap. He did, however, get an 
Ireland “B” cap against England, in the 1982/83 
season. 

In the 1984/85 
season, George, 
and a newcomer to 
Old Wesley, Colin 
Bevan, made up a 
formidable second-
row when Old 
Wesley ended up 
winning the Leinster 
Senior Cup at 
Lansdowne Road for the first time since 1908. 

We beat Wanderers F.C. (the old foe) in the final 
by 13 points to 6.  This was one of the greatest 
days for Old Wesley R.F.C. and needless to 
say, the celebrations went on for a long time 
afterwards. 

Upon his retirement from rugby, George was 
asked to become a selector for the Leinster 
team, before the professional era started. He 
also did a great job in the 1989/90 season, 
coaching with the late Doug McCoy, on the 2nd 
XV.  This “Dream Team” won the League and 
Cup Double, as well as the President’s Plate, in 
beating Navan, the winners of the Towns Cup.  
What a fantastic season! 

George, the gentle giant that he was, is survived 
by his wife Jenny, his daughter Susan, and his 
son Stephen together with his brothers Billy, 
John and Bob and sister Margaret as well as 
their extended families. 

May he rest in peace.
   Dave Priestman
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DICK STAFFORD 

It came as a huge shock to all in Old Wesley 
Rugby Football Club to hear of the sudden 
passing of Dick Stafford in April this year.

Dick was born and raised in Belfast and proudly 
attended Campbell College. He went to England 
aged 17 to train in the shoe business at BATA 
Technical College. While in England he joined 
and played rugby at Thurrock Rugby Club. It 
was at the rugby club that Dick met the love 
of his life, Jane. They travelled to South Africa 
with BATA Shoe Company and in 1969, they got 
married. During their time in South Africa, their 
three children were born; Craig, Simon and 
Joanne.

An astute businessman, Dick returned to Dublin 
in 1979 to take over the family business with his 
brother Brian. Dick looked after the Republic 
of Ireland operations under the Stafford and 
Mitchell banner and over 26 years of running 
the business, he had become a very well-
regarded name in the shoe industry in Ireland.

A life member of Old Wesley, Dick joined 
the club in the early ‘80s and soon made 
friends with many members in the club. Dick 
devoted a lot of time to Old Wesley and carried 
out sterling work as Chairman of the Bar 
Committee for 16 years. Old Wesley owes a 
huge debt of gratitude for his dedication to this 
role over the years.

One of Dick’s other sporting loves was running. 
While in South Africa, he ran the famous 90km 

Comrades 
marathon. 
He ran the 
Comrades 
twice, each 
time in just 
over 8 hours 
– that is 5 
minutes 30 
seconds per km 
over 90km. This was a remarkable achievement 
and certainly not an undertaking for the weak 
hearted!

Dick was a regular at club matches, as well as 
the many social functions and he travelled the 
country supporting the club in the All-Ireland 
League. It was always a pleasure to be in his 
company and he was always surrounded by 
friends, whether it was on the touchline or in 
the clubhouse after matches. 

Friendships were a huge part of Dick’s life and 
he will be greatly missed by everyone in Old 
Wesley. Many a time he would say to me after a 
few pints “Will we have another one…?” 
Dick, we in Old Wesley will miss you greatly. 
We extend our deepest sympathies to his wife 
Jane, sons Craig and Simon and daughter 
Joanne, and four grandchildren.
   Alan Campbell

NORMAN WOLFE

Norman started his school days in Mountjoy 
School, and his main occupation post school 
was in Player Wills Ltd.  After school, Norman 
decided to join Old Wesley  R.F.C. following in 
the footsteps of his father William who played 
for Old Wesley in the 1920.  

He soon found his way and became Club 
Captain during the 1957-58 season. Some years 
back, the Wolfes decided to pack up their house 
on the Northside, and settled in a beautiful 
house in Oughterard, about 100 yards from 
Lough Corrib.   

Norman’s sons 
Colin, Guy and 
Richard all 
played rugby 
for Old Wesley, 
at some stage, 
during the 80’s 
and 90’s.

Norman is 
survived by his 
wife Arleen, 
his sons Colin, Guy and Richard, his daughter 
Victoria, and their extended families. RIP
   Dave Priestman
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PADDY BEWLEY

When I was asked to put down a few memories 
of Paddy Bewley, the first thought that came to 
my mind was here was someone who lived life 
to the full.

I first got to know Paddy in the sixties when I 
joined Old Wesley. We played many a match 
together on the 2nd XV and 3rd XV.  Then when 
I was away, Paddy graduated to the 1st XV 
where he played for several years. On my return 
from abroad, we renewed acquaintances on the 
D’s, E’s and F’s, winning the Fox and Guilfoyle 
Cups. For us, celebrating those cups was like we 
had won the Leinster Senior Cup.

Paddy, who played on the wing, still had a 
devastating burst of speed - the trick was 
getting the ball to him and making it stick. 
Like Beatle Byrne, who frequently played on 
the other wing, he had a similar aversion to 
catching the ball.

Following these ‘achievements’ for several years 
there was ‘Golden Oldies’ rugby and when that 
was no longer available, we met every Thursday 
night in Donnybrook to go for a run (and a 
cheeky pint). Apart from Paddy and myself, this 
group contained such Old Wesley stalwarts as 
Billy Dawson, Dave Orr, Nick Adams and Dick 
Stafford. 

In keeping with his philosophy, Paddy never 
missed our group Christmas lunch, though it 
was rumoured that he and Dick sometimes 
missed their stop on the Dart on the way home 
due to too much Guinness!

After his playing days Paddy, continued to 
support Old Wesley, becoming a life member, 
and attending matches, lunches and dinners.
Another of Paddy’s many pursuits was running, 
taking part in the Dublin marathon. 

He introduced me to the Djouce Joggers, a 
motley crew who met every Sunday morning in 
Djouce Woods. 

We then graduated to the Belfield Bashers - a 
running group who have been going for almost 
50 years and of which Old Wesley man, the late 
Ian Cairnduff, was a leading light.

A subgroup of the Belfield Bashers was the 
Belfield Bikers which, of course, Paddy joined 
and when his illness slowed him up a bit, in true 
Paddy style, he bought himself an electric bike 
so he could still participate.

In the last year when he could no longer run, 
Paddy would always turn up on a Sunday 
morning in Belfield with his Basher friends and 
walk the ‘Ho Chi Ming’ trail as our route was 
called.

I haven’t mentioned some of his many other 
sporting pursuits - sailing, golfing and skiing, 
about which he was passionate. Showing his 
positive attitude to the end and against his 
consultant’s advice, he even had booked a 
family skiing holiday this March.

In the almost 60 years that I had the privilege 
of knowing Paddy, he never stopped throwing 
himself whole heartily into everything, whether 
it was the coffee business, sport or family 
holidays.

Life is short. Paddy is a great example to us all 
to live it to the full, in every moment we have 
on this earth.

We extends our sympathies to Paddy’s wife 
Shirley and sons Craig and Simon.
   Trevor Lloyd
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BRIAN CECIL MOTYER 

Brian Motyer or Mucher as we all knew him 
by – went to High School where he played his 
rugby and then went onto Old Wesley RFC 
where he continued to play. He was a hard man 
on the pitch. He would often say to us, “watch 
this, I’ll line my man up and then hit him hard” 
and he’d line them up and the opposition didn’t 
want to know after that.

Off the pitch he was a gentle giant. I fondly 
remember going to Scotland on tour, which 
began by departing the clubhouse via coach.  
We drove to Larne and got the boat to Scotland 
and on to Edinburgh – an epically long journey! 

We played two games and Brian found himself 
in a bar, where he drank the row of whiskey.  He 
started at one end and finished the row. The 
next morning I’ve never seen a guy so green 
before. We started the way home and the bus 
had only one toilet, it was a very long journey.

I remember 
another time 
we played 
against 
Terenure and 
there was a 
gale force 
wind blowing.  
We were 6 points up and we turned round in 
the second half rallying against the wind.  I just 
kept popping the ball to Brian and recycling it. 
We won the game that day thanks to Brian. 
I went to see him about two months before 
he passed with his brother Colin, who was 
exceptional in looking after Brian. The room 
lit up with smiles and memories. Brian bore 
his illness with great dignity and just like his 
playing days, he was a hard player and a true 
gentleman off the pitch.
Thank you for memories Brian.
                                         Eric Boyle

DES FOOT

It was very sad to hear of the death of Des 
Foot, late last year, at the great age of 97. A 
long time member of the Club, he captained 
the 1st XV in 1953/54 and was well known 
and liked amongst Leinster rugby circles. 
I had the pleasure of personally meeting 
Des for the first time in 1952 when I joined 
OWRFC.

Des was a big man both physically and in 
personality, always approachable, always 
interested in giving helpful advice. He was 
a great support to me and helped kick start 
my rugby career by asking me to travel as a 
substitute player to Scotland for the 1st XV tour 
playing Kelso and Edinburgh University which 
was a great experience. 

Until not too long ago he was a regular attender 
at the Annual Past Captains’ and Presidents’ 
Lunch and the Over 60s Dinner. 

He was also a keen cricketer. Des’ contribution 
to the Club will always be remembered and 
greatly appreciated.

A bank manager by profession, Des worked 
in various locations in Dublin and around the 
country. When he retired he moved to Borris, 
Co. Carlow.

Des is survived by his children Melanie, Neil 
and Clive, and his grandchildren including, Liam 
Foot, who plays for Old Wesley Under 20s.

  Fred Yoakley, Past Captain
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ERIC CRAMPTON
Eric Crampton played for Old Wesley for a 
number of seasons in the late sixties and early 
seventies. 

He was an uncompromising second row 
forward who played on the junior teams in 
the Club. Educated at St Patricks Cathedral 
Grammar School, Eric went on to become 
the Chief Executive of Coras Trachtala – now 
Enterprise Ireland. 

He then went on to work for Noritake Pottery 
in Arklow, where he saw an opportunity to 
establish his own business, The Pottery Shop in 
Malahide.

On leaving 
Old Wesley he 
became involved 
in both Malahide 
Rugby Club and 
Golf Club.

Old Wesley 
extends its 
condolences to 
Eric’s wife Joan, 
son Ian and 
daughter Gillian. 
  Brian Molloy

It is hard to believe that it will be 40 years since 
Old Wesley took part in their first McCorry Cup 
Final. It is also hard to believe that 3 of the 
starting 15 have since passed away. Stephen 
Mooney, Turbo Murray and now we must add 
the name of Bill Cooper. Bill was a tremendous 
character who knew everything about 
everything. 

No one really knew where the dream team of 
Tony Johnson and himself came from, but we 
were reliably informed it was Guinness Rugby 
Club. Tony a tight head prop and Bill who told 
us that his 21 stone behind Tony’s 19 was the 
catalyst for what was a formidable pack. Bill 
was no thoroughbred. He likened himself to Bill 
Beaumont, similar physique who never called 
the ball on himself in the lineout! Jumping 
would not have been Bill’s forte.

Training nights were a joy in Kilgobbin – we had 
a settled team and some very good players. 
The overriding memory was the fun we had. 
The team that made the final were mostly 
made up of players who would never have 
ventured beyond round 1 of a Schools Senior 
Cup. Each advancement in the competition was 
an occasion and for whatever reason Bill and 
Tony made sure the move was to McDonald’s, 
Grafton Street, where the competition was 
how many ‘Big Macs’ could be individually 

consumed. I got 
to possibly 2 but 
with Bill and Tony 
it was 7/8! It was 
savage stuff. 

However, it was 
in the bar where 
Bill was at his articulate best. Deliberations on 
contribution to games would surface and of 
course nothing was his fault. He was the engine 
room, the grafter, the no nonsense operator. 
You couldn’t but love him.

Bill had a huge heart and was tremendously 
loyal. He was no Presbyterian/Methodist/
Protestant Old Wesley boy but was part of 
the change. Colour or creed didn’t come into 
it so much so that one of the great tries ever 
witnessed in a McCorry Cup final history was 
scored by our Japanese winger Haruki Kizawa. 
Bill was a gentle giant and simply great fun. 
Sadly, I didn’t see much of Bill in the later years 
but it would be nice to see that team or should I 
say, what is left of it, together at some point this 
year to recognise that wonderful campaign.

My and our condolences go to the Cooper 
Family. He was a giant amongst boys!! 

   Alan Lewis

BILL COOPER 
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Get a clear view of your business in real time in just one
click with AccountsIQ's award-winning accounting and
consolidation software.

With smarter cloud accounting software 
Ideal for fast-growing and group companies

Give your business the edge

Book a demo 
See how we can transform your finance function
01707 4490 
sales@accountsiq.com

www.accountsiq.com
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VICTOR ROBINSON

It was a terrible shock to learn of the sudden 
passing of Victor Robinson. Victor was a giant 
of a man in every way. He was warm, generous, 
thoughtful and very respectful of everybody 
he knew and met. Possessed of a big smile and 
a hearty laugh, Victor was the epitome of a 
gentleman. 

Originally from Portarlington, his rugby playing 
days were with Portlaoise. In 1980 he played in 
a very good Portlaoise side that were narrowly 
beaten in the Towns Cup final against Roscrea 
11-10. Victor became a member of Old Wesley 
many years ago when his son Mark joined as a 
mini and who today is a valuable member of the 
senior squad. 

To Victor’s wife 
Rosemary, Mark, his 
daughter Kate, son in 
law Michael, grandson 
Harry and wider 
family, we extend our 
sincere thoughts and 
sympathies.

In the same week as 
the British people lost 
their Queen, we lost a King in Victor.
   Paul Short

DR. PAUL HILLIS

Paul Hillis was a pavilion member of Old Wesley 
for many years and was a regular attendee at 
club matches and social events over many years.  

He is survived by 
wife Sheila, and sons 
Owen, Neil and Ian.
         Ken Richardson

Billy 
Gorman

Would like to offer 
Old Wesley RFC

best wishes for the 
2022 - 2023 Season
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E V E R Y  M O N T HE V E R Y  M O N T H

THE OLD WESLEY 
SUPPORTERS CLUB DRAW

€2,370€2,370
MUST BE WONMUST BE WON

PRIZE FUND ALMOST €30,000 PER YEAR
A single unit is just €10 per month - You can also 
increase your number of units thereby increasing the 
chances of winning!

To join simply use the address below and complete 
the form online. 
https://www.oldwesley.ie/about/club-shop-hire/
club-draw/

OR 
Contact any of the Supporters Club Draw team:
Robbie Love, M: 086 887 1110, 
E: robbie.love45@gmail.com
David Priestman, M: 087 258 1628, 
E: dave@sheeraninsurances.com
Alan Chapman, M: 086 233 3589, 
E: chapmanconsultancy1@gmail.com

NOW, more than ever   
YOUR support is 

NEEDED

Are you in to win?Are you in to win?Are you in to win?

JOIN
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Home to Old Wesley Rugby Football Club, our 
three unique function rooms in Dublin 4 are the 
perfect venue to hire for your next event.

From a 10-person private meeting to a 
200-Delegate Conference, Mini Exhibitions, 
Product Launches, Corporate Dining, Team 
Building, Family Celebrations, Summer BBQs 
and your next “best ever” Christmas Party, we 
cater for all events and provide unique catering 
options.

Our exclusive venue, just two kilometres from 
Dublin City Centre in our unique setting with 
free parking is the ideal venue. Experience 
exclusivity and warmth when you walk through 
the doors, of our recently renovated facilities.

For further information or to make a booking, 
please contact: 
Michael on 086 397 0479 or 
Pauline on 01 668 9153 or 
email info@oldwesley.ie 
and they will be delighted to help you 
organise every detail.

PAULINE FARNAN
Administrator

FUNCTIONS BACK IN FULL SWING!
Have you booked yours?

Old Wesley clubhouse in 
Donnybrook is the club’s 
heartbeat all week – 
especially on match-day. 

MICHAEL WEAFER
Club Manager
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Take a small action 
for your future today.

Talk to your 
Financial Broker 
about a Zurich 
pension or visit 
Zurich.ie to find 
out more.

At Zurich Pensions, 
we believe small 
actions can have 
great impact.

Zurich Life Assurance plc is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

7275_Great_Impact_A5_Ad PA 5464 0922.indd   17275_Great_Impact_A5_Ad PA 5464 0922.indd   1 31/08/2022   09:4631/08/2022   09:46
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JOIN
SPIRIT MOTOR GROUP’S 
TRAINING ACADEMY
 
Do you love reading about and 
working on cars?

Are you looking for your
next challenge? 

World class brands, cutting edge 
technology and career development 
prospects await you at Spirit Motor 
Group.
 
We are looking to fill the 
following roles:
 
•  Apprentice Motor Technician
•  New Car Quality Inspector
•  New Car Activation Specialist
 
WE WANT YOU!
 
If you’re energetic, ambitious and
love working in a team, apply today.
 
Email your CV to:
careers@spiritmotorgroup.ie today

Untitled-1   1Untitled-1   1 09/09/2022   11:50:4909/09/2022   11:50:49



SureSkills has been successfully providing technical 
services for over 20-years to diverse range of organisations 
spanning Private and Public sector. As a key component of 
the SureSkills Managed Data Protection (MDP) suite of 
products, Disaster Recovery as a Service (DRaaS) provides 
our customers with a scalable and cost effective way of 
protecting their business.protecting their business.

For more details: email: hello@sureskills.com or call: 01-2402222


